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Many of you will have already heard the exciting news that the School has received 
another prestigious award from the Sunday Times for being ranked first 
for academic results in the East Midlands.  This is based on a three-year 
average of academic outcomes from 2017-19 and you’ll be pleased to hear, 
once again, we are the top school in the region.

So much work goes on, day in and day out, to ensure that every student gains 
the best possible outcome. These results are the end point but all through 
the School from Infants to Sixth Form staff play their part in ensuring that our 
students achieve their best.  

In this edition we interview Paul Spedding (Deputy Head Academic) and Philippa McNamara 
(Governor and former parent). We hear from recent leavers Alex Podmore (ON 2011-2018), 
Tamara Hirst (ON 2015-2017), Sophie Bennett (ON 2017-2019) and Shruthi Madhusudan (ON 
2017-2019), and Robert Paterson (ON 1963-1970) reflects back on his Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Expedition in 1968. On page 20 you can also see where some of our international 
alumni are based.

This term is always very busy as we look to welcome our community to the Carol Service 
and the ON Sports Day. We are preparing to re-commence our reunions, these are often a 
great opportunity to meet up with members of staff (current and former) as well as your old 
school friends. Do keep a look out for those dates. 

Immediately after the holidays, we’ll be focusing on the Entrance Exam. As always, the 
applications for places with financial assistance is heavily over-subscribed. “It’s always the 
hardest part of my role each year to have to turn down academically-able children due to 
lack of funds when I know just how much they would have thrived and flourished here. The 
School’s Bursary Programme currently supports one in eight students in the School, but 
there is so much more to be done. This Christmas we are encouraging regular giving and 
you can read more about this and our work on pages 11-14. We currently have 43 monthly 
donors and, through their combined donations, they support two students in the School. The 
amount of each gifts varies, but it always moves me when I see how much we achieve when 
we work together”. Kevin Fear, Headmaster 

If you are reading this ON magazine because it has been passed to you by your parents or a 
fellow ON, please send us you up to date postal address and /or email and we will make sure 
you receive the next editions directly.

Kevin Fear, Sam Ellis, Kamala 
Newton, Deborah Penney (clockwise)

elcome to the 2021 winter edition of the 
ON magazine, keeping you up to date 
with news and events from within the 
School and the wider ON community.

Deborah Penney
Development Officer
penney.d@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

Kamala Newton
Manager of Development & Events
newton.ka@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

Sam Ellis
Fundraising Manager
ellis.s@nottinghamhigh.co.uk
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Please follow us, scan our QR codes: 

@Nottinghamians@Nottinghamians @oldnottinghamia@Nottinghamians

nottinghamhighconnect.co.uk 

Please join our Nottingham High 
Connect platform,  

set- up specifically for our  
ON community.

On the platform you can join ON groups, advertise or view job 
vacancies, seek or offer career advice and view our events 

calendar.  

We currently have over 1170 members! 

Connect now: 
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It has been so wonderful to be able to hold in person events over the last few 
months. We have met ONs in Leeds, Cambridge and London. Thank you to 
everyone who has supported the events and we hope to see many more of 
you in the next year. See our upcoming events for 2022 on page 4.
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Some 50 years of separation and appalling weather 
conditions on the day did not prevent a group of stalwarts 
from a golden era of Nottingham High School rugby 
between 1970-74, when the School was rated in the top six 
nationally by Rugby World magazine, gathering at Valley 
Road on November 27th to reminisce and pay tribute to 
their 86-year-old coach, Geri Thomas.

The original idea, instigated by Martin Darke, was to 
watch a 1st XV fixture against old rivals Ratcliffe College 
and then have lunch at a local hostelry. As it turned out, 
all fixtures were cancelled but everyone, sufficient to 
form a team with a couple of substitutes, turned up with 
several travelling hundreds of miles despite the stormy 
conditions.

The day began by congregating at Valley Road where 
Stuart Whitehead, Director of Sport, and James Hamilton, 
Director of Rugby, were on hand to welcome the group 
with warm beverages, and talk about the vastly improved 
sporting facilities at the School and the current state of 
play across all sports. One observation was that there was 
little change to the downstairs changing rooms at Valley 
Road!

The group, which included four 1st XV captains in Martin 
Darke, Nick Johnson, Jeremy Dunn and Simon Hall, moved 
on at noon to The Vale on Mansfield Road for a splendid 
carvery lunch. Jeremy Dunn toasted absent friends, 
notably Mark Worsencroft who tragically died a few years 
ago, and Geri Thomas regaled us with his own memories, a 
period in which the School lost only eight in 80 games. He 
paid his own tribute to the support he had been given by 
renowned rugby legend H. V. ‘Chalky’ White, and teachers 
Tony Bird, David Phillips, Jimmy Sadler and Jeff Leach.

It was a truly memorable day, remarkable for the way in 
which team sport can bring people together after so many 
years to reminisce and have so much fun.

RUGBY 1970-74
Front Row: Chris Spilsbury, Ian Worrall, Geri Thomas, Martin 
Darke, Marty Hyslop

2nd Row: Nick Johnson, Jeremy Dunn, Roy Dexter

3rd Row: Lawson Main, Tim Caulton, Andrew Murday

Back Row: Simon Jackson, Phil Renshaw, Nigel Skill, Nick 
Barnes

Note: in addition Simon Hall and David Wild attended the lunch

Rugby Reunion
50 years on
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Golf Day, Stanton Golf 
Course and dinner 

 Community Day, 
Nottingham High 

School 

Founder’s Day and 
Cheese & Ale Ceremony, 

St Mary’s Church 

DH Lawrence Blue 
plaque unveiling and 

tour

150 Years of Cricket, 
Valley Road (postponed 

from 2020) 

Class of 1970 Reunion, Nottingham High School. To book 
your place: https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BBMU 

25th June – Class of 1997 Reunion, Nottingham High School
To book your place: https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BITB 

Events Calendar
Dates for your diary
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Events Calendar
Dates for your diary

Our careers week was spread over five days culminating 
on the Friday with a University and Careers Fayre and 
networking event. Our Careers Fayre saw 18 exhibitors in 
the fields of apprenticeships, work experience, volunteering 
and UK and overseas universities attend to give our 
students a flavour of what to do on leaving school. 
Running alongside this was a networking event attended 
by 15 ONs and parents. Groups of students were tasked 
to meet, network and interview a range of different 
professionals to get an insight into certain careers.
We would like to thank all our speakers who took time out 
of their busy days to spend time with our students. 

nottinghamhighconnect.co.uk 

Please join our 
Nottingham High 

Connect platform, set 
up specifically for our 

ON community. 
Here you can join ON groups, seek or offer career 
advice and become a mentor, advertise or view 
job vacancies and view our events calendar.  We 
currently have over 1170 members! Connect now: 

Careers 
Week

Speaking to you has 
helped me to think 
deeply into what my 

plans are for the future and 
that I have so many options 
ahead of me. 
Finlay Year 11

I thought that it was 
really helpful asking 
questions to people 

who had past experience of 
things that I would like to do 
in the future.
Andrew Year 11

Their advice on 
designing a successful 

personal statement was 
particularly beneficial and I’ll 
be applying this in the future.  
Annie Year 12 

Thank you for giving 
us all invaluable 
insight into both your 

career path and how you got 
there. 
Tom Year 11
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Familiar Faces
Paul Spedding 

Deputy Head Academic

Paul was brought up in Batley, a small 
town in Yorkshire, known best for its 
mungo shoddy mills.
He was a student at Batley Grammar 
School, which also started out as an 
all-boys school and later became co-
educational when he was in the sixth 
form. He remembers the impact 
positively, empathising with Nottingham 
High School’s own transition, as well 
as recognising the value both in the 
classroom, and socially, of having girls in 
the school.
His holidays, both during his time as 
a school and university student, were 
spent working with his father, who ran a 
successful building contracting company. 
Whilst there was an opportunity, as well 
as an expectation (for Paul to work in 
the holidays), for Paul to join the family business, he had other 
ideas; although they weren’t quite clear to him at that time!
Excelling in Maths and Music (at one time he played the cello, 
saxophone, tenor and all five recorders) he chose to study a 
Maths degree at the University of Hull. Whilst he remembers 
those days fondly, he also recognises the resilience that was 
demanded of him during that three-year period. 
Still unsure of where his future lay he went on to teacher 

training, where he ‘wouldn’t change a 
thing’ and ‘thoroughly enjoyed it’. His 
hard work and efforts paid off and he 
later secured a Distinction in Teaching 
Practice.
It was then, some 24 years ago, that Paul 
and his wife Lisa moved to Nottingham 
and Paul’s career at Nottingham High 
School began. Initially he worked under 
the leadership of Chris Parker (whom 
some of you may remember) and latterly 
with Kevin Fear, our Headmaster.
Paul’s passion for sport has been evident 
right from the start. In his first year he 
was on Junior School games and taught 
swimming in the school.  He progressed 
to teach all the swimming to Year 7 
students and moved to Year 8 games in 
his second year.  Although he has never 

played rugby he now embraces the sport and enjoys refereeing 
at any level when required on a Saturday.  His real passion is 
swimming and he will always remember winning National titles 
with some amazing swimmers from 2000 – 2010. Coaching the 
boys to win the Bath Cup and the English School competitions are 
definite highlights in his career and he is now good friends with 
some of those students from his early teaching years, including 
competing against them in the open water (John-Claude, Kevin, 

Jorge Phenix-Coyne (ON 2006-2013) 
with Paul Spedding
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Paul and Jorge to name a few).  It was also a real privilege to coach 
the Midlands Schools Team and later to be a team manager for 
England Schools Swimming. 
There are many things that motivate and inspire him. First and 
foremost, it’s the positive attitudes of the staff and the students. 
He regards it a privilege to play his part at Nottingham High School, 
witnessing the School evolve with the times and its progressive and 
innovative approach. Paul recognises the value of getting involved 
and strongly believes that it’s the relationships you form outside 
of the classroom that encourage a positive teacher/student bond.  
Alongside sport he has contributed to many D of E expeditions 
and CCF activities and remembers the encouragement he got from 
Martin Jones and Jim Cook in his early years in these areas.  There 
is nothing better than meeting a gold D of E group on the summit 
of a mountain, leading sixth form students over the 3000ft peaks in 
Ireland or working with senior NCOs to build a 48-hour military 
exercise on Army Camp.  Early support from staff such as Martin, 
Jim, Mark Cleverley, Martin Smith and Roger Kilby have meant 
that he has led many school trips, sports teams and expeditions in 
the past and currently he is looking forward to organising another 
US ski trip when the pandemic allows.
His personal commitment and challenges are to ensure each and 
every student achieves academically and gets the results they 
deserve, whilst at the same time wanting all students to make the 
most of everything the High School has to offer.
What does it mean to work at Nottingham High School? It’s the 

opportunity to work with great teachers with 
a passion for their subject, bringing energy 
and a commitment to upholding the school’s 
standards and values, whilst creating a great 
working environment.
As a teacher he’s learnt a lot too and clearly remembers still using 
a model introduced to him by a Year 7 student some 20 years ago 
about fractions.   At sixth form level, teaching students with a 
real interest for the subject who want to know why/how concepts 
work has been brilliant.  As a teacher you can always learn from 
students through discussion on different concepts.  He feels that it 
is what you then do with what you learn that counts.  Passing on 
knowledge for the benefit of others is certainly a privilege and one 
that all teachers value.
Paul is a well-respected and popular member of the School’s 
Leadership Team. He has cultivated and nurtured many valuable 
relationships with his colleagues, students and former students.  
He really values the long-lasting friendships that he has with staff 
past and present which he knows can never be taken for granted.
Paul and Lisa live with their three children, Isla, Oren and Harriet 
in Nottingham. 
Outside of school, his 
love of the outdoors is 
evident and when he’s 
not at Valley Road 
or up a mountain 
for school he can be 
found watching his 
own children playing 
sport, swimming in 
open water or cycling 
with his triathlon 
club.  As a family they 
enjoy skiing and try 
to ski once year; he 
just about feels he can 
hold his own still on 
the slopes with his 
children.

The Spedding Family 
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John Smart  
(ON 1954-1964)

Since leaving the School in 1964 I 
have taught English in all kinds of 
institutions. I began writing quite 
late in my career and my latest work 
is a biography of a nearly forgotten 
man of letters: Sir John Squire.  It’s 
also the story of a secret love affair, 
literary fame, financial disaster and 
two world wars. Research took me all 
over England, to Los Angeles and New 
York.  Lock down gave me the time to 
finish it. 

Sammy King (ON 2010-2021) 
Sammy has signed his first professional contract 
with Nottinghamshire. 
For the U18 side this year, the seam bowling all-
rounder scored 577, averaging 32.06, and took 
24 wickets at 22.83 apiece. 
King, who was named Academy Player of the 
Season in 2020, captained the Midlands at the 
ECB Super 4s competition the following year 
and struck 92 against South and West before 
scoring fifty for an England Young Lions side in 
an intrasquad friendly in September. 
“Sam is a player who has shown real capability 
with bat, with ball and as a leader,” said Head 
Coach Peter Moores.
“We were able to embed him within the first team 
set up for much of the Royal London Cup, and 
the progression he made in that small window 
served to show how high his ceiling is, and how 
determined he is to succeed as a professional”
https://www.trentbridge.co.uk/news/ 

Patrick Bamford’s 
England debut!

In August it was announced that 
Patrick Bamford (ON 2004-2011) 
had been selected for the England 
in team in the World Cup qualifiers.
Striker Patrick made his debut 
at Wembley against Andorra on 
Sunday 5th September, which also 
happened to be his birthday.
Patrick has also signed a new 
5-year contract with Leeds United.

Notices
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Wedding
What a coincidence 
when ON Richard 
Harris’ son Alex told him 
that he had met Zoë, 
whose father was also 
an ON! Jack Goulde (ON 
1970-1976) (second 
on the left) and Richard 
Harris (ON 1963-1970) 
(far right) recently 
enjoyed the wedding of 
their children.  

Farewell!
This summer we bid farewell to two member of staff who have over 60 years 
teaching between them. We would like to wish Graham Whitehead and Simon 
Williams a happy retirement. Graham, who joined the school as a teacher of French 
and German in 1993 later becoming Head of German. He is also a former pupil (ON 
1968-1977). Simon was a teacher of History from 1986 and during his time here 
was responsible for editing the School yearbook and compiling the list of ONs lost 
in the First and second World War together with the Archivist Mrs Gunther.

Alan Charlton Book
“My Stapleford and Nottingham” written by 
Alan Charlton (ON 1963-1970), published by 
Troubador.  The book can purchased  online or 
a signed copy can be sent to anyone for £9 (inc. 
postage). Proceeds will be donated to Alan’s 
local branch of The Samaritans. Alan’s email:  
charltona020@gmail.com  
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#Toge therAga in

SPONSOR A STONE

To order your stone for just £250 please visit oldnottinghamians.co.uk/sponsor-a-stone/ 
or contact the Development Team development@nottinghamhigh.co.uk
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Will you
help us give 

a child a 
Nottingham 
High School 

education this 
Christmas?
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Dear Old Nottinghamian,
We hope you are all keeping safe and well.
Throughout its long history Nottingham High School has benefited from gifts, large and 
small. Frederick Cooper, Samuel Maples and Sir Thomas White added to the original 
endowment from our Founder, Dame Agnes Mellers in 1513.
As we approach Entrance Exam Season 2022, we are mindful of the children who are 
academically able to join the School, but are denied their opportunity due to their own 
background and lack of funds.
Thanks to our donors, alongside the School’s own contributions, we are able to provide 
financial assistance to one in eight children of families who would otherwise be denied 
their opportunity - the chance of a Nottingham High School education. Today, we are 
proud to share with you, that the School’s Bursary Fund supports over 105 students.
However, there is much to do if we are to ensure every student with the undoubted ability 
benefits from what the School has to offer, can take their place to study at Nottingham 
High School. 
Every year we receive over 100 applications for a bursary place. In 2021, 42 children 
passed the exam, yet we were only able to offer places to 21 children, disappointing 21 
children and their families. We are committed to changing this, and with it, raising the 
aspirations of young people across the region. 
We have been changing lives through education for over 500 years in Nottingham, 
defined by our founding ethos of benevolence and giving. 

We know we can do more and as we focus on the challenge 
ahead, we are reaching out to our Old Nottinghamian 
Community to help starting with our Christmas 
Campaign.

We are asking you to help us change 
lives through a Nottingham High School 
education.

Legacies
Nottingham High School will always 
need the support of its community. 
Remembering the school in your will is 
a simple way to show your support in a 
way that may not be possible in a lifetime.

The school acknowledges that making a legacy 
is a very private matter, but it really helps to 
know what our supporters are planning. It is 
also a real pleasure to be able to recognise 
your intentions in your lifetime and discuss 
with you personally how your gift will benefit 
the school.
As Nottingham High School is a registered 
charity there could be tax benefits to leaving a 
gift to the School.
You should seek professional advice when 
amending your will. A solicitor will be able 
to instruct you on the best options available 
depending on your personal circumstances 
and current legislation.

For further information or to discuss your 
intentions, please email  
ellis.s@nottinghamhigh.co.uk
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See how our work has 
been supported in 
2020/2021
Our monthly donors contributed 19% of our 
overall giving in 2020/21 and currently support two 
students in the School. We would like to do more.
This Christmas we are asking our Old 
Nottinghamian community to consider pledging a 
regular monthly donation.

Here’s how you can help us
Regular Giving
Regular giving is a valuable source of income for the school. It enables us 
to plan for the future whilst ensuring the Bursary Fund remains accessible 
to local children. Gifts can be given monthly, quarterly or annually over a 
period of time to suit you. The collective gifts of supporters are combined 
to provide an important revenue for the Bursary Fund.

Trusts & 
Foundations 

47%

Monthly 
Donors 19%

Major 
Donors 

15%

Gift Aid 6%
US Support 

5%

Sponsor a 
Stone 4%

Other Gifts 
4%

Monthly 
amount

Monthly 
amount with 

Gift Aid

Cost of donation 
to 40% taxpayer 

Annual gift to 
NHS with Gift 

Aid   

£15 £18.75 £11.25 £225

£30 £37.50 £22.50 £450

£50 £62.50 £37.50 £750

£75 £93.75 £56.25 £1,125

£100 £125.00 £75.00 £1,500

£250 £312.50 £187.50 £3,750

Single Gift 
If you feel that regular giving is not for you but would still like to support the 
Nottingham High School Bursary Fund you may give a single one-off gift. 
This, like all of gifts, will be gratefully received.

Donate here
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Full name:  ........................................................................................................................................................................................

Address: ............................................................................................................................................................................................

e.mail .................................................................................................................................................................................................
 
Designating your gift
I would like my gift to be allocated to: (please indicate)

 Bursary Fund   

 Capital/Infrastructure

 Area of greatest need

Regular Gift by Direct Debit

    I wish to make a Regular Gift and have completed  
 the Direct Debit instruction overleaf.

£....................        per month         per quarter         per year

(Please allow at least one month between the starting date for payments and the date you sign the Direct Debit 
instruction overleaf)

Gift Aid it

If you are a UK taxpayer and choose to give using Gift Aid we can reclaim 25p for every £1 that you give, at no extra cost.   

        I would like Nottingham High School to treat this donation (and any other donations I make from the date of this declaration 
until I notify you otherwise) as a Gift Aid donation. I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital 
Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.       

Signed: ................................................................................................................. Date: ......................................................................

Donation Form

Single Gift

 I enclose a cheque/CAF cheque or 

 £.........…...........
 Made payable to ‘Nottingham High School’

 I am making a donation of £........................ 
 by bank transfer.

Nottingham Smiths Bank,
16 South Parade, Nottingham NG12JX
Account Name: Nottingham High School  
Sort Code: 56-00-61
Account Number: 00865656

Additional information

      I would be happy for my name to be included in the Nottingham High School ‘Roll of Honour’

      I would like my gift to remain anonymous

      I am interested in leaving a legacy to Nottingham High School. Please send me more information

Please complete and return to: The Development Office, 
Nottingham High School, Waverley Mount, Nottingham, NG7 4ED



Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send it to:
Nottingham High School
Waverley Mount
Nottingham
NG7 4ED

Bank and building societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions 
for some types of account

Name(s) of account holder(s)

......................................................................................................................................
Name and full postal address of your bank or building society

To The Manager
Bank/Building Society ..............................................................................................

Address ......................................................................................................................

...........................................................................  Postcode .....................................

Instruction to your bank or building society
Please pay Nottingham High School Direct Debits from 
the account in this Instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that 
this instruction may remain with Nottingham High School 
and, if so, details will be passed electronically

This Guarantee should be detached and retained by the payer

The Direct Debit Guarantee
• This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 
• If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit, Nottingham High School will notify you 10 working days in advance of 

your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request Nottingham High School to collect payment, confirmation of the amount and date 
will be given to you at the time of the request.   

• If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by Nottingham High School or your bank or building society you are entitled to a full and 
immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society.

• If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when Nottingham High School ask you to.
• You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. Please also notify 

us.

Nottingham High School is a registered charity in England and Wales (No. 1104251)

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to 
pay by Direct Debit

Service User number

8    5   6    2   1    4

Signature(s) ....................................................

Date ..............................................................................

Reference (office use only)
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I am currently studying Mechanical 
and Electrical Engineering at the 
University of Bristol, where I am in my 
fourth and final year of an integrated 
master’s degree. Throughout my time at 
university, I’ve been a part of a number 
of societies and undertaken various 
internships at different companies. 
I didn’t really know what to expect 
from being part of the first intake of 
girls at Nottingham High School, but 
I was welcomed with a friendly yet 
challenging atmosphere and found 
it easy to settle in and really enjoyed 
my time at the school. At AS Level I 
took Maths, Further Maths, Physics, 
Art and Spanish, studying Spanish 
off-timetable. In Year 13, I made the 

Where are 
you now? 
Tamara 
Hirst  

(ON 2015-2017)

decision to drop Art as I thought 
it would be too time consuming 
alongside Further Maths. I picked 
these A Levels  as I knew I was more 
interested in STEM subjects and was 
already thinking about pursuing 
either engineering or architecture. 
I’ve found that studying engineering 
at university was a big step up 
in the level of difficulty of the 
content and it definitely took a 
lot of adjusting to a new style of 
teaching and an increased need for 
self-motivation. I’ve always been 
involved in lots of extracurricular 
activities, particularly a lot of choir 
at school, and I wanted to continue 
that at university. This meant I had 
a big challenge in managing my 
time, especially as engineering has 
a lot of contact hours in the first 
two years. However, I’ve found the 
extracurriculars to be one of the 
most valuable things to do. Getting 
involved in societies has expanded 
my network and taking part in 
internships has provided me with 
valuable experience for my career. 
As an example, I took part in a 
four-week business and technology 
programme in China, run by Huawei, 
which I first found out about through 
a friend from the Innovation Design 
Society at Bristol. This society 
runs engineering outreach projects 
abroad, and through it I’ve had 
the opportunity to lead the ‘Clean 
Cookstove Project’, developing clean 
cooking solutions for communities 
in Nicaragua and collaborating 
with university students there. 
Over the past few years, I have also 

gained internship 
experience with 
Arup, Rolls-Royce  
and Bloomberg, 
earning the opportunity 
with Rolls Royce through 
winning ‘Female Undergraduate of 
the Year, 2020’ – an award sponsored 
by TargetJobs. I have found that 
taking an active role in societies 
at university greatly benefitted my 
applications for the opportunities. 
The experiences have been 
especially useful for me to work out 
what I want to do as a career, and I 
have found out that the engineering 
industry is not necessarily for me. I 
thoroughly enjoyed my internship at 
Bloomberg, and received a graduate 
offer for September 2021, which 
I have accepted, and I am really 
excited to start a career in Financial 
Technology. 
Although I am not pursuing a 
traditional engineering career, I 
would still recommend studying 
it at university as it has provided 
me with a lot of opportunities and 
is a very employable degree. My 
advice to students considering 
studying engineering would be to 
get involved and put yourself out 
there as much as you can and to be 
prepared to work hard. However, it 
is important to learn what your own 
priorities are and to manage your 
time well, without overworking. I 
think Nottingham High School set 
me up well for the new challenge 
of university, and I am excited to 
see how my career progresses after 
graduation.  
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Shruthi 
Madhusudan

(ON 1991-1993) 

and high-energy environment at 
the School. All the students are 
looking to achieve the best and 
teachers are willing to go above 
and beyond to support students. 
Also, I wanted a change and the 
ability to push myself to try new 
activities and develop myself.’ 
Tell us about your time in the 
6th form, the A-levels you 
took and why you decided to 
study the subject you chose 
at university or take the 
career path you took. 
‘Sixth form at Nottingham High 
School represented some of the 
best years of my school life. I 
took English Literature, History 
and Economics. Some of the 
highlights of sixth form included 
the visit from Jacob Rees-Mogg 
and Jeremy Paxman, getting to 
know my teachers and being 
elected Deputy Head Girl. I 
chose to study Law at university 
because of my interest in the 
subject and the career I wanted 

to have. My interest in different 
legal systems and application of 
legal principles was also piqued 
during my History module I 
was studying Civil Rights in 
the USA. Moreover, I also did 
some work experience during 
Years 11 and Year 12 at local law 
firms/chambers where I enjoyed 
shadowing lawyers and found 
the work very interesting.’ 
Over the last three years at 
university or work, how they 
differed. What experiences 
have you had? 
Studying Law academically has 
been extremely interesting, but, 
also quite challenging. Studying 
new topics of Contract Law, 
Public Law, Criminal Law and 
EU Law in my first year and the 
vast amounts of reading was a 
culture-shock but I learnt how 
to manage my time and began 
enjoying the subject. I also had 
the opportunity to get involved 
in lots of different societies 

Introduction about yourself 
‘I’m Shruthi and I am currently a second-year studying law at 
King’s College London. I am based primarily in London but I 
was at NHS from 2017-2019.’  
How did you feel about being part the first intake of girls 
to Nottingham High School? 
‘I was extremely excited to join NHS within the first intake of 
girls due to feedback I had heard from friends in older years who 
joined and also the amazing exam results in the year before I 
joined. Moreover, being at a single-sex school previously - I was 
ready for a change. Before joining the school, I was happy to have 
conversations with members of the sixth form team and other 
students.’ 
What made you choose Nottingham High School? 
‘I chose Nottingham High School for three reasons. Firstly, 
the school’s incredible exam results and reputation for getting 
students into top universities, including Oxbridge. Secondly, 
from attending the Open Day I got to experience the exciting 2018-2019 Student Leadership Team
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2018-2019 Student Leadership Team

including King’s Women in Law and KCL 
Blockchain. I have also been involved in 
organising events, working with real-life 
businesses when writing advisory reports 
and meeting lots of amazing people. From 
joining these societies, I have been lucky 
to undertake an internship at a start-up in 
Singapore and also worked with businesses 
in the fashion industry who are using 
emerging technology. Second year has 
been an increase in workload but also more 
responsibilities in terms of my position 
in societies. Also, I have had to write 
applications for vacation schemes during 
the autumn which involved a lot of work 
and organisation. 
What are you doing now (more study 
or work, continuation of work)? 
I am still very much studying law, hoping 
to achieve a high 2:1 at the end of my final 
year. I was lucky enough to achieve several 
offers to interview at global law firms and 
received an offer for a training contract 
at a Magic Circle law firm beginning in 
September 2023. Aside from this, I am also 
pursuing my interest in art and fashion by 
working with new clients within the King’s 
Consultancy Group. 

What are your aspirations for 
the future? 
The plan for the future is to train at 
a leading city law firm in London 
and then qualify into a department 
which I am truly passionate about. 
I am excited to start my career as a 
commercial solicitor in a city which 
I have grown to love. I would also 
like to travel more as a solicitor 
and spend time in other countries 
working as a young lawyer. Aside 
from this, I am also keen to 

develop myself as a person and pursue my 
interests outside of work. I would love the 
opportunity, post-Covid, to give back in 
some way - perhaps by teaching a subject or 
working with young women less fortunate 
than myself.  
What would be your advice to students 
who are considering your course or 
career path? 
Three pieces of advice I would give to 
students hoping to become commercial 
lawyers or study Law: 
Ensure you are passionate about the sub-
ject/career path and are motivated to work 
hard. Law is an extremely rigorous degree 
and the path to becoming a commercial 
solicitor is long - if you really want this, 
you have to give 100%.
Read more widely about what is happening 
in the world - whether it is politics, business 
or any other subject. The more you read and 
understand what is happening - the more 
inspired you will be to work in a field where 
your work may be on the headlines.
Although academics and having a career 
path is important, it is also important to 
develop as a person. Whether this is getting 

involved in lots of 
different societies or 
pursuing a hobby (I 
tried running!) - pushing 
yourself out of your comfort 
zone is not only fun but also will lead 
to more creative ideas and better decision-
making in other areas of life. 
How has attending the Nottingham 
High School changed your life? 
In the most non-cringe way, attending 
Nottingham High School has changed 
my life. Being in an environment where 
everyone is determined to achieve the best 
and everyone is different in some way led 
to me making amazing friends and devel-
oping as a self-assured confident young 
woman. I am also grateful for my teachers 
and the sixth form team in supporting me 
with personal battles and helping me with 
academic work.  

A Level Results Day 2019

ON London Dinner 2019
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My high school career began in Year 7 and 
spanned across seven further years until I 
completed my A Levels in 2018. I witnessed a lot 
of change, as many other students naturally will 
have, across the most important period of my 
life so far. Buildings were refurbished, teachers 
joined, others retired, and in year 11 I found 
myself welcoming the first girls into the School 
since its founding. However, looking back, the 
values and principles of education that are still 
so valuable to me now remained constant. 
I aimed to get involved in as many programmes, 
ventures and opportunities as possible. School 
trips, such as the four-week long expedition to 
Bolivia that I was lucky enough to be a part of, 
as well as extra-curricular clubs and sports all 
contributed to this. In a similar fashion, I tried to 
balance a broad range of subjects at each stage of 
my time at school, mainly to enjoy as many things 
as possible and ‘keep my doors open’ as I began 
the process of choosing career paths. Again, 
looking back, this exposure to a huge selection of 
activities and subjects is something that continues 
to provide me with skills today. 
Indeed, my A-Level choices of Art, Biology & English 
Literature (which often raises eyebrows), allowed 
me a lot of freedom when choosing a course at 
university. It also caused a few headaches. 
I landed on Communication & Media at the 
University of Leeds, a theory-focused course that I 
believed would combine my creativity and long-form 
skills learnt in Art and English with the analytical 

Where 
are you 

now? Alex 
Podmore   

(ON 2011-2018)

processes of 
Biology. So far, I 
have been able 
to cover modules 
such as the 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
of politics, GDPR 
policy, film & 
d o c u m e n t a r y 
production, climate 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
and many others. 
While these 
subjects have been 

interesting throughout, it is the gateways and 
opportunities that university provides which I 
have found to be its most useful asset.
At the end of my second year, I opted 
to do a year in industry to gain some 
work experience before finishing 
university. This led to accepting a 13-month 
placement year at Hewlett Packard Enterprise, 
a company that split off from the well-
known hardware manufacturer HP in 2015, 
who specialises in things such as cloud 
infrastructure, digital transformation, 
AI & supercomputers, all things which 
have become increasingly important 
throughout the pandemic. I began and 
ended this year remotely from m y 
bedroom in Nottingham, a 
situation that had its positives 
and negatives. Naturally, 
one would expect this to 
have a huge impact on the 
amount of opportunities and 
involvements that I would 
be afforded throughout the 
year. Luckily, this wasn’t the 
case, and I am entering my 
final year of university with 
a huge amount of practical 
experience, understanding 
of the professional world, 
and tangible skills that will 
allow me to enter graduate 

jobs with a lot more confidence. 
Some of the projects that I worked 
on included supporting international 
advertising campaigns, producing 20 
podcast episodes with a professional 
agency, working alongside F1 teams in 
Mercedes and Red Bull Racing, and helping 
out with some financial and traditional 
marketing responsibilities. I was also able to 
lead the process of hiring my replacement, 
which will have huge value in the future. All 
of which blew my expectations for the year 
out of the water. 
Moving forward, I’m looking forward to 
completing my time at university and then 
returning to the ‘world of work’. One thing I 
am keen to shout about is the value of the 
placement year that I undertook, and the role 
of the subject choices and extra-curricular 
work that I took on in achieving that. It’s 
true that the subject choices you make 
throughout school are important in relation 
to what you do beyond education. But in 
applying for universities and internships, I 
also found a world that was less focused on 
grades and subjects, and instead looked for 
your character and application, something 
that the High School provided me with in no 
shortage. 
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I joined Nottingham High School in 2017 for my 
two years of sixth form, as part of the first cohort 
of girls into the year group. Right from the start 
I knew I had made the right decision, I felt so 
welcomed and settled in a lot faster than I 
ever could have imagined! Something which 
attracted me in particular was the wide range of 
extracurricular activities, particularly in music. 
For my A Levels I studied Biology, Psychology 
and Music. I also took part in orchestra, concert 
band, girls’ a capella, chamber choir, hockey and 
netball. I left sixth form with a huge amount of 
new-found confidence in myself - something 

Where are 
you now? 

Sophie 
Bennett  

(ON 2017-2019)

which I had previously struggled to have, 
and this helped me greatly when moving to 
university. After my A Levels, I came to the 
University of Sheffield to study music and I 
absolutely love both the university and the 
city! I became involved in a huge amount 
of activities in my first year, including 
symphony orchestra, wind orchestra, 
chamber orchestra, football and netball, 
as well as a group going into community 
settings such as schools and care homes 
to provide musical entertainment and 
teaching. 
Although I was enjoying studying music, 
when thinking about my career options 
I began to feel quite set on a career in 
healthcare, and after much thought I 
decided to change my course to adult 
nursing. In March of 2020 I began this 
(stressful!) process, and was able to stay 
at the University of Sheffield to study 
nursing, and am now in my second year 
of the course. I love that the degree is 50% 
placement, 50% lectures and assignments 
- it means that there is a huge window of 
opportunity to develop clinical skills, while 
also getting used 
to working up to 
48-hour weeks 
in the hospital. 
This past year 
has brought me 
an incredible 
amount of 
opportunities. 
My first 
p l a c e m e n t 
was 10 weeks 
working on 
a COVID 
ward which 
a l t h o u g h 
p h y s i c a l l y 
and mentally 
challenging 
at times, 

was one of the 
best learning 
experiences I have 
had. I have also 
worked on a busy 
admissions unit for three 
months, as well as time spent in A&E and 
signing up to administer COVID vaccines as 
part of the national programme. 
When I qualify I hope to first work in A&E 
or intensive care for a few years, and then 
go on to complete a three-year masters in 
advanced clinical practice, to gain more 
autonomy in prescribing and clinical 
decisions. I am also really interested in 
working with the air ambulance, as part of 
my love for emergency and critical care. 
My advice to anyone considering a career in 
healthcare is definitely to research a nursing 
degree. It is a job with so many opportunities 
for specialism, and although not always the 
typical university experience, is so worth the 
busy lifestyle and job satisfaction! 
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Princeton, New 
Jersey USA

Ontario, 
Canada

Ettingen, 
Switzerland

Monaco

Kirchberg, 
Luxembourg

Ireland

Tim 
Husbands MBE
Lives: Ireland
Current Employer:  
Chief Executive 
at Leopardstown 
Racecourse. Prior 
to that I was CEO 
at Titanic Belfast
House: Mellers’

Madeleine Wood 
ON: 2019-2021
Lives: Princeton, 
New Jersey - US
Current Employer:  
I am currently 
completing an 
undergraduate 
degree at 
Princeton 
university
House: Mellers’

Tuan Nguyen 
ON: 1985-1992
Lives: Kirchberg, 
Luxembourg
Current Employer:  
Senior Legal 
Counsel - UK & 
Ireland European 
Investment Bank
House: Mellers’

John Proctor
ON: 1975-1985 
Lives: Renfrew, 
Ontario, Canada
Current Employer:  
After 22 years in the 
Royal Navy, and then 
Canadian Forces I  
am now the CEO of 
an IT firm and living 
with my wife beside 
the Ottawa river. 
Open to visitors! 
House: Cooper’s
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Andrew Campbell
ON: 1994-2001
Lives: Monaco
Current Employer: 
CEO of Levmet 
Group
House: Mellers’

Singapore

Dubai 
United Arab 

Emirates

Hong Kong

John Caufield
ON: 1987-1994
Lives: Dubai 
United Arab 
Emirates
Current Employer:  
Head of equities 
and hedge funds 
at the Emirates 
investment 
authority
House: White’s

Patrick Huggard 
ON: 1987-1994
Lives: Hong Kong
Current Employer:  
Working at Bank of 
America in Hong 
Kong
House: White’s

Bryan Stone 
ON: 1947-57
Lives: Ettingen, 
Switzerland
Current Employer:  
Happily retired, 
railway management, 
intermodal freight, 
international transport 
policy. Consultant 
worldwide. Swiss 
citizen. Wife Hanna. 
We write books.
House: Mellers’

Our ON Community is spread far and wide and we would 
like to add more faces to our international map. 
Over the last 18 months we have spoken to many of 
our international ONs via video call and the warmth 
towards the School and your time here radiates through 
the screen. Please send us your details for the next ON 
magazine. 

Jack Coupland 
ON: 1998-2005
Lives: Singapore
Current Employer:  
I am currently FX 
Options Broker for 
BGC Partners. I live 
with my wife Emily 
and kids Albi (5) 
and Annabelle (2).
House: Cooper’s
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Dominic Hayer  (ON 1991-1993) talks about his 
experience as an entrepreneur, life challenges and 
charity work.
After leaving school I went on to study BSc 
Economics & Economic History at The London 
School of Economics & Political Science. After 
graduating I took the decision not to work in the City 
of London or in industry, instead I joined our family 
business which specialised in clothing retail and 
property investments. By the age of 28 I was the 
Buying Director and was travelling internationally to 
source cost-effective and unique products. 
My experience in business started at an early age. 
My parents, who both had a strong work ethic, 
initially started out on market stalls in the late 
1970s, then quickly expanded into retail, during the 
1980s Thatcher boom. From an early age I worked 
alongside them, waking up in the early hours and 
working all day on the shop floor.  This experience 
grounded my understanding of people and future 
business endeavours. It also taught me to be humble, 
respectful, streetwise and, most of all, brought out 
the enterprising spirit within me.

In 1999 my family acquired a large 
150-acre site near Papplewick. In 
2005 I led the development of the site 
to open a new business now known 
as Goosedale. From a standing start 
we quickly became established as 
one of the leading wedding venues 
nationally. Continued expansion 
of new sites followed as well as 
development of the corporate side 
of the business and we now deliver 
hundreds of events a year, including 
weddings, Christmas parties, large 
corporate events, luxury motor shows 
and also boast luxury 5-star holiday 
lodges on site.  The business is now entering 
a further growth phase and my aim is 
to establish Goosedale as the premier 
events venue in the Midlands and 
nationally. 
Recently I have also launched a new 
business called Nava (www.mynava.
co.uk) which specialises in high 
quality Indian food delivered to your 
home -restaurant quality at a fraction 
of the price. I also specialise in 
catering for private parties and events 
and the business will be looking to 
expand into new opportunities in 
the new year. This September Nava 
sponsored the opening of the new 
Nottingham High School hockey pitches, with 
guests enjoying our food during the event.
I have a keen interest in keeping fit, having run 
the New York, London and Berlin Marathons. 
I am  passionate about supporting local 
charities, including Van Geest Cancer 
Research, Rainbows, When You Wish Upon a 
Star, Meningitis Now to name a few.  One of 
my particular interests is politics and current 
affairs and I am known to always be keen for 
a lively debate! We as individuals, families and 
nation states are all going through turbulent 
times, the outcome of which is still unclear. 
I find it interesting that during my A Levels  
at school, there were some similarities. In 
September 1992 there was Black Wednesday 
when sterling was withdrawn from the ERM 
and I recall intense debates in our Economics 

and Politics lessons and with hindsight 
we could say that this was the beginning 

a process which eventually culminated in 
Brexit. I also enjoy continuing to learn and 
develop and I completed a High Growth 
Business Management course at Nottingham 
University, equipping me with new skills and 
expertise which I have been able to use in my 
businesses.
Recently I gave a presentation at school to 
sixth formers interested in entrepreneurship, 
providing an insight into my personal 
experience. Whilst only studying for my A 
Levels at Nottingham High School, I have very 
fond memories of it and would like to thank 
the school for playing its part in preparing me 
for my journey ahead, in particular to Dr Swain 
who had confidence in my predicted grade for 
History and Mr Wilkinson my form teacher for 
guidance when applying to university.

Dominic 
Hayer 

 (ON 1991-1993)   
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I’ve been a Governor at 
Nottingham High School 
since 2014, when my sons 
Joseph (ON 2008-2018) and 
Barney (ON 2009-2020) 
were both pupils at the 
School. 
The Board of Governors work with 
the Head and Senior Leadership 
Team to protect the assets of the 
school, to promote the achievement 
of its charitable objectives, and to 

ensure that it is well run. Being 
a parent Governor provides 
insight from the wider School 
community and a responsibility 
not to act as a delegate as 
we are expected to exercise 
independent judgement with 
reasonable care and diligence; 
to plan the School’s goals and 
check if they’re being met.

The move to co-education in 
2015 was the primary trigger 
for my appointment, when I 
approached the School with an 
offer to get involved, inspired 
to support what represented 
a huge transformation for a 
500-year-old brand. Becoming 
a School Governor represented 
a wonderful opportunity to 
make a contribution to our 
local community and to young 
people in a place of energy, 
change and hope for the future.  

And as a parent it seemed a natural 
thing for me to give something back.  

As a business leader and marketer 
it’s been fascinating to learn how a 
school works and over the years I’ve 
been privileged to work with a diverse 
group of Governors and staff, each 
bringing different gifts and embracing 
trust and challenge.  The School 
has always faced ever-changing 
complexity in the administration 
of the required regulatory, pastoral 

and financial 
provisions in 
addition to the 
primary purpose of 
adding value through 
education and never more 
so than over the past couple of years.  
I have always felt a huge responsibility 
to develop the skills required to 
support in a non-executive capacity 
which is so very different to an 
operational role in business, taking 
a special interest in marketing, 
development and admissions, and 
strengthening and promoting the 
School’s brand through ‘customer 
experience’, fund-raising and alumni 
relations.   

My favourite memories of the School 
always embrace music and theatre; 
Christmas doesn’t start before the 
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
in St Mary’s Church; Year 7’s rousing 
choruses and Year 13’s emotional 
farewells at the Summer Concert; and 
the incredible drama productions 
from Medea to The Addams Family; 
Anything Goes to The 39 Steps, to 
name but a few.  I also take vicarious 
pleasure from the reminiscences of 
rugby tours, ski trips, CCF camps and 
drama trips when my sons and their 
friends gather round our table.
So, here’s to the school days that 
turned into years and the friends who 
turned into family.

Philippa 
McNamara  

Governor
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The Expedition - Day 2 - Tuesday 18 July 1968
Largely a verbatim transcript of my expedition log.
Gnat Hole 
I had a fairly good night in the tent. I woke once about 4 
o’clock and found a large lump of grass in the middle of my 
back under the groundsheet. I quickly fell back to sleep and 
was woken up at half past six by Newton. For breakfast we 
ate hard-boiled eggs, porridge, nuts and raisins, soup and 
coffee (black). We were planning an early start but we were 
not allowed to leave until 08:30 when Dr Foote - a very sound 

sleeper - woke up to check 
the campsite for any left 
rubbish; I am pleased to say 
that we left none.
Gnat Hole 08:30 
We set off. We had a long 
climb upwards of about 400 
or 500 feet. We followed the 
stream by which we had 
camped, all the way up. It 
was fern country which 
made the going harder. The 
weather was hot and we had 
a rest.
Bunt Hill 08:55 
We were on fairly level ground between Harry Hut and 
Bunt Hill. We disturbed many grouse as we walked. We had 
another rest on the side of the hill, the weather being very 
hot. Then we came to a big obstacle - Hollingworth Clough, 
a large steep sided re-entrant. The sides seemed to go down 
and down, while on the other side we could see a very steep 
ascent leading up from a cliff at the bottom. We decided that 
we would have to detour round it. We took a diagonal path 
down the steep slope and found an easy crossing place. After 

Duke of Edinburgh Award
Silver Expedition ~ 17th-19th July  1968

G A Robert Paterson (ON 1963-1970)
This expedition took place in the Peak District. On the first day, we started 

walking at Hayridge Farm a few miles south of the Snake Inn, followed the Snake 
River valley to the watershed and then descended to a campsite at Gnat Hole on 
the outskirts of Glossop. The second day the route took us to Edale via Farlands 
Booth, Kinder Low End and Jacob’s Ladder. The final day took us to Bretton via 
Hollins Cross and Robin Hoods Cross. The group was made up of Balen, Negus, 

Turner, Newton, Firth and I.
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a long climb we came out of the clough 
and had a well-deserved rest. 
Being on fairly level or descending 
ground, except for one small portion, 
we speeded up. Being on a distinct path 
also made things easier. We came in 
sight of Kinder Reservoir quite soon and 
began a long descent to the bottom of 
the valley and to Farlands Booth, the first 
checkpoint of the day where we were 
checked off by Doctor Foote [Dr Foote - a 
keen walker - was not from NHS, but had 
been involved in providing us with First 
Aid training].
Farlands Booth 11:15 
We rested here for a while and another 
group caught us up. After replenishing 
our water supply we set off again up a 
very steep climb to try and gain some 
height. We had several rest stops on the 
way up and decided to have lunch on 
Broad Clough.
Broad Clough 12:05 
Lunch was two bread rolls, a slice of 
cheese, a piece of corned beef together 
with some chocolate, nuts and water. We 
left Broad Clough at 12:40 and decided to 
skirt around Kinder Low End and join a 
marked foot path. Since we had finished 
most of our water we stopped by a small 
stream. Then another climb confronted 
us, the way to Edale Cross.

Edale Cross 13:50 
where we stopped to rest before 
attempting to descend Jacob’s Ladder. 
We reached the bottom quite quickly. 
We were now well ahead of the time 
set for us as our next checkpoint was 
just around the bend at Lee House.
Lee House 14:30 
We reached the checkpoint and then 
continued to Upper Booth and with 
much difficulty found the right path 
with the help of a farmer. The path 
skirted Broadlee Bank Tor. Most of the 
land was used for sheep grazing, but 
some grass had been cut for hay. We 
soon reached the campsite in Edale 
(Coopers Field) and pitched our tents. 
We were the first group to arrive.
Edale Campsite 15:54 
Firth and I went to buy eggs and milk. 
He and I were in the shop when we 
were caught in a terrific thunderstorm. 
Racing back to our tent we found it full 
of people. The other two groups had 
arrived, but had not been able to pitch 
their tents before the rain started. Our 
group had been rather lucky! When 
the rain slackened a bit we all went 
out to help pitch the other tents.
For the evening meal we ate curried 
beef and rice (Vesta meal) followed 
by coffee and soup. While cooking 
was going on it started to rain again. 
And it rained and it rained and we 
had to stay in our tents for most of the 
evening. It did stop later and I walked 
around the village with some friends. 
There was a fairly new church, but 
it was locked and we were unable to 
enter. During the evening Mr White 
[NHS master] joined us.
The final day started with reasonable 
weather but deteriorated to steady 
rain. We were collected by the Bretton 
YHA and driven to school in the 

back of an old 
army lorry 
with no canvas 
protection from 
the rain. By the time 
we got to Nottingham 
we were all pretty well 
soaked through.
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In 1961 – 60 years ago! – I was in the High School 
Lower Fifth and had never been out of England. 
That year introduced me to Europe thanks to the 
School’s Modern Languages Department.
I had developed an interest in language learning 
from the second form, where Messrs Lush and 
Cushing had introduced me respectively to French 
and Latin. This was further strengthened in the 
fourth by the introduction of German through the 
very able Mr Grauberg.
It was in the spring of ’61 that a group of us 
of various ages set out by an early train from 
Nottingham Victoria, via London to Southampton 
for a week which was billed as ‘Studying French 
Art and Architecture’ Led by Dr Thimann and Mr 
Tarry we crossed from Southampton to Le Havre 
overnight. Our first stop was Rouen, followed by 
further cathedrals in Le Mans and Chartres, then 
on to Paris where we were due to spend several 
days. 
Notre Dame and the Louvre were followed by 
the inevitable ascent of the Eiffel Tower and we 
had lots of time to explore by ourselves. On the 

Living 
History 

on School 
Trips-1961 

Roger Watson
(ON 1957-64)

Saturday night a group of Lower Fifth, which 
included me, went on a long walk around 
Montmartre, returning to our hotel, the Hotel 
Rocroi, close to the Gare Du Nord somewhat 
after midnight. 
On the Sunday we were roused from our sleep 
at a very early hour by the masters, who told 
us, in no uncertain terms, to pack and be ready 
to leave almost immediately. We discovered 
later that there had been a putsch by several 
generals in the Foreign Legion in Algeria and 
the fear was that the violence would extend to 
Paris, so for our safety, we were going to our 
next stop, Beauvais, a day early. We made it 
to the Gare Du Nord with, at least in my case, 
a degree of trepidation. There were a lot of 
uniformed men with weapons about, and no 
way of telling for whom they were carrying 
those weapons: regular army, police or OAS.
We got to the station and sat in an unmoving 
train for what seemed like hours. We later 
found out that the rail unions had called a 
strike. At length, miraculously, we departed, 
one of the last trains to do so before the start 
of the strike, and arrived in Beauvais, where Dr 
Thimann and Mr Tarry had brilliantly managed 
to arrange us an extra night’s accommodation.
I admit to not really thinking about what my 
parents and others at home were hearing 
about what was going on, but the incident was 
widely reported by the BBC and my parents 
had definitely worried.
Luckily they were not worried enough to bar 
me from a further trip abroad in the summer 
of the same year. This came about as a result 
of Mr Grauberg finding me a pen friend in 
Germany, to encourage the good start I had 
made with the language.
Once again, off we went by train, to Dover and 
Ostend this time. We were led by Mr Brennan. 
The School’s official exchange partners were 
in Hamburg, but my pen friend lived in Hanover, 
so the arrangement was made that I would 
get off the train in Bremen and stay overnight 
there with his aunt and be collected and taken 
to Hanover the next day, Sunday.
This was early August 1961. My friend’s aunt 
came into my room that morning to wake me 

with the news: “They’ve built a wall across the 
middle of Berlin”. My initial reaction was: “Here 
we go again!” This time, I made sure to write to 
my parents and assure them that all was well. 
Neither of these episodes managed to put me 
off reading for a degree in Modern Languages 
and going on to teach German and French for 
twenty years. I also worked as a musician, 
initially parallel with the teaching and, later, as 
part of an arts administration post I took when 
I left “the Chalkface”. I learned at least some of 
several other languages and travelled widely, 
mainly in Europe. Every time I went somewhere 
for the first time, I felt a little apprehensive 
after those first two experiences.
There were occasions when I had to teach 
about the Algerian War of Independence and 
about the Berlin Wall. It was good to be able to 
say I had “been there”. I even once went behind 
the Wall, in 1988, leading a British teachers’ 
delegation to Magdeburg and East Berlin, 

passing through Checkpoint Charlie on the 
way. Unfortunately I was not in Germany the 
following year to experience the other end of 
the Wall’s history. 
In April 2001, around the fortieth anniversary 
of that initial trip, I was in Paris as part of an 
EU arts network and I went to see if the Hotel 
Rocroi was still there. It was, but very much 
rebuilt and modernised: the creaky old iron-
gated lift, which anyone else on that trip may 
well remember, long gone.
I am grateful to the School for those 
early opportunities and for arousing and 
encouraging my interest in the learning and 
teaching of languages.
I’ll finish now: it’s time I did today’s 
Duolingo session in Finnish.
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In Memoriam 
It is with great sadness that we note the passing of the following members of 
the Nottingham High School Community

Mr John G Bellamy (ON 1940-1947)
Mr Stephen J Best (ON 1950-1956)
Mr David A Denton (ON 1946 1951)
Mr Jon Dutton (ON 1961-1968)
Mr Ian B Fallows (Former Staff - 
History & Classical Sixth Form)
Mr Chis M Frymann (ON 1946-1955)
Mr Alan Greaves (ON 1943-1949)
Mr Jeffrey Green (ON 1943-1952)
Mr Jamie Goddard (ON 1982-1987)
Mr Richard W Heslop (ON 1942-1949)
Mr Andrew Hornby (ON 1982-1987)
Mr Ian Humphries (Former Security/
Grounds Staff)
Mr John P A Keays (ON 1945-1953)
Dr Nick G Jeffs (ON 1966-1969)
Mr Michael S Jones (ON 1943-1945)
Mr David Matthews (Former Head of 
English)
Mr David Milbourn (ON 1963-1970)
Mr Frank B Norman (ON 1955-1962)
Mr Robert Norris (ON 1940-1946)
Mr Bill M Oldham (ON 1944-1954)

Mr William Payne (ON 1943-1949) 
Mr John J Priestley (ON 1934-1941)
Mr John R A Raynor (ON 1955-1960)
The Reverend Prebendary Roger P 
Reeve (ON 1950-1961)
Dr N David Richards (ON 1948-1957)
Mr John A Spence (ON 1951-1960)
Mr Andrew Stevenson (ON 1987-1991)
Mrs Rachael Stevenson (Catering Staff)
Mr Nigel Stevenson (ON 1953-1957)
Mr Ted Sumner (ON 1951-1959)
Mr J Mike Taylor (ON 1943-1948)
Sir David White (ON 1939-1944)
Mr John A White (ON 1955-1962)
Mr Martin R Whitfield (ON 1951-1959)
Professor J Keith Wigmore (ON 1949-
1959)
Mr Jack Willoughby (ON 1945-1954)
Mr Michael J Wootton (ON 1950-1957)
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