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Welcome to the 2020 winter 
edition of the ON magazine, 
keeping you up to date with 
news and events from within 
the School and the wider 
ON Community.

Back in January, little did we know how much the world would change and the impact that it 
would have on all of us. Although we have had to postpone many of our alumni and school events, 
or hold them in a different way, we are continuing to communicate to our Old Nottinghamian 
Community. We have been making calls to some of our alumni to catch up with them and see how 
they are coping in these strange times and we are also continuing to support our current students 
with our ‘Virtual Careers Evening’, more of which you can find out about on Page 3.

In this edition we also hear how the career of ON Gaurav Gupta changed from pharmacy 
to skincare; we have a Q&A with ON Arun Maini, one of the most successful You Tube 
personalities and we find out what ONs Emma Corden, Zoe Hollis and Bertie King have 
been doing since leaving school.

If you are reading this ON magazine because it has been passed to you by your parents 
or a fellow ON, please send us you up to date postal address and /or email and we will 
make sure you receive the next editions directly.

Kamala Newton
Manager of Development & Events
newton.ka@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

Deborah Penney
Development Officer
penney.d@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

Sam Ellis
Fundraising Manager
ellis.s@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

(L-R) Kamala, Sam, Deborah
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You will be pleased I hope, to hear that 
despite all of the challenges of the current 
period the School continues to thrive.  We 
were delighted recently to be named by the 
Sunday Times as the East Midlands School 
of the Decade and this reflects the success 
that the School has seen in recent years 
since our move to co-education.  There are 
now 321 girls in the School and the result 
of this is that there are now more children 
in the School than at any time in our long 
history.  Last summer saw outstanding 
results and there has been a steady upward 
trend in our results in recent years which 
played its part in us gaining this prestigious 
award.  Another award that we recently 
received was a national one – this one for 
Healthy Eating and this was really pleasing 
to hear as our catering team and our Food 
and Nutrition teachers do a superb job in 
this important area.

As a school we have also been looking 
carefully at Diversity and Inclusion.  We have 

a working party of staff, pupils and senior 
managers set up and are looking at these 
areas carefully and you can read more on 
page 4.  We will share more of this work 
with you in the coming months.

Last summer we appointed Rebecca 
Auterson as our Head of Careers and 
she has already started to develop an 
impressive range of opportunities for the 
students and we have been very grateful to 
those ONs and parents who have helped 
with this programme and we hope to 
develop this further in the future.

In the New Year we will be turning our 
attention to the entrance exam.  Every 
year I have to turn away many children 
who would otherwise have gained a 
place as the School’s bursary fund is only 
able to support up to 15 children in each 
year group.  With this in mind we have 
appointed Sam Ellis as our new Head 
of Fundraising and we will be looking to 

boost this fund so that even more children 
can benefit from a High School education.  
This is a cause close to my own heart as 
when a child myself I was fortunate that 
my father’s employer offered a bursary 
scheme to attend an independent school 
and this was the only way that my own 
parents could have afforded to give me 
this opportunity.  I am determined now to 
provide such opportunities to more children 
in Nottingham.

I hope that you will enjoy reading the round-
up of news that follows and do stay in 
touch with us here at School; we very much 
appreciate your support.

Kevin Fear - Headmaster

I very much hope 
that you are keeping 
well in these strange 
times and that you 
are able to enjoy a 
good Christmas.  
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How Nottingham High School
responded to Covid19

... to name but a few.

Who would have thought that 
face masks would be the only 
fashion accessory required!

Through our work, it is clear 
many of you are keen to hear how 
the School has responded and 
indeed, is coping, with the ever-
changing challenges in these 
strange times.

The School Community has 
pulled together to ensure that 
our efforts are in line with 
Government Guidelines with the 
health and safety of our students 
and staff remaining our priority. 

As well as keeping our 
community safe, our focus has 
been on mitigating the disruption 
for our students. Taking steps to 
ensure that they continue 
to receive an outstanding 
education and progress in 
the way they had hoped 
and planned.

Technology has played a 
huge part in supporting 
our programmes which 
has allowed teaching 
to continue online, as required. 
Our facilities have meant that 
no student has been denied full 
access to the teaching, they 
deserve, whether they are in the 
classroom or at home.

One-way systems are in place 
in and around the school, the 
wearing of masks is compulsory, 
lunches are staggered, 
classroom seating is socially-
distanced and being in a bubble 
is part of every-day life. Whilst 
the criteria are ever-changing, 
we are certainly minimising the 
impact on a daily basis, on a 
number of levels.

“I just wanted to thank you and your staff for continuing to support children of Key Workers during the coronavirus pandemic. My daughter returns from school having experienced a reasonably normal day and that brings us great comfort during a very challenging time at work.  The teachers have ensured continuity in work set and lessons and the transition to online learning has been seamless. It is very hard being accountable for all that is happening in school presently, with so much uncertainty and so many new initiatives.  You all have our empathy and we know that all will be well eventually”

“I wanted to thank you and everyone at the school 

for your efforts during this trying period. Following 

the first week at home, our son is still enjoying school 

classes. The school has provided good structure to his 

day and he feels connected to teachers and his friends, 

which I feel is so important for his mental wellbeing. It 

has made parenting at home all that easier”

The feedback from our parents has been 
overwhelming. Here are some of the wonderful 
comments we received during the first lockdown.

As we all celebrated the arrival of 2020, little did we know what 
lay ahead. A pandemic, Covid19 – introduced us to a long list of 
words that have quickly become part of our everyday vocabulary: 

Lockdown Self-Isolating

Social–Distancing
BubblesQuarantine

Furlough

Kerri at 
Reception
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Virtual Careers Week

OUR SPEAKERS INCLUDED:

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO GIVE A FUTURE CAREERS TALK PLEASE CONTACT DEBORAH: PENNEY.D@NOTTINGHAMHIGH.CO.UK

Due to restrictions on visitors 
to the School, this year we 
decided to host a ‘Virtual 
Careers Week’. Over the 
course of three evenings, we 
hosted 17 speakers across a 
wide range of industries and 
professions and are hugely 
grateful to everyone who 
gave up their time to make it such a success.  

By holding this event 
online, many more 
students have been 
able to participate and 
the feedback has been 
really positive.  

Edward Barker (ON 1986-1993) - Director 
of Natural Environment, Trees & Landscapes 
at DEFRA 

Andrea Chipman (Current Parent) - 
Freelance Journalist 

Gabriel Currie (ON 2003-2010) - 
Cyber Security Senior Manager, PwC

Carl Elston (ON 1982-1990) - 
Director of Current Vehicle Quality, 
Aston Martin Lagaonda 

Sara Goodacre (Current Parent) - 
Professor of Evolutionary Biology and 
Genetics, University of Nottingham 

Indy Goraya (ON 2000-2007) - Investor 
BGF Investment Management Ltd 

Jacob Harvey (ON 2014-2016) - 
Digital Transformation Consultant, Ciklum 

Jai Jumar (ON 1997-2004) - 
Head of Legal Data Governance, Barclays 

Carolyn McKeever (Current Parent) - 
Global Head of Downstream Marketing 
Communications, Shell International 
Petroleum Company Ltd 

Philippa McNamara (School Governor  
and Parent of former students) -  
Head of Brand Management, Wilko

Tom Ridley-Thompson (ON 1982-1992) - 
Thompson – Senior Architect – CPMG Architects

Dan Robertson (ON 1999-2006) - 
Director / Veterinary Surgeon, Dr Moo Ltd

“Thank you for clearly 

answering the questions in 

a way we all understand”

“You interested me 
in a subject which 

I wasn’t keen on or 
had any intention of 
following a career 

path in – thank you”

“The speakers were massively 
influential through their honesty”

“It was an amazing and inspiring talk! Her work is so cool and it opened my eyes to show that you should pick what you enjoy the most as this will bring you the most success in the future”

“More of these would be really good”

Prior to lockdown James Mellors (ON 
1989-1994) gave a brilliant careers talk 
to our Sixth Form students. James and 
his brother Edward (ON 1988-1995) own 
Mellors Group who are well known for their 
events - Goose Fair, Winter Wonderland, 
Global Village in Dubai to name a few!
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Commitments and 
Statement of Intent
September 2020

Nottingham High School has, for some 
years now, placed building a culture of 
mutual respect and tolerance to equip its 
students and staff with the skills necessary 
to live in a diverse society at the heart of its 
school aims.  This commitment is therefore 
consonant with the School’s aims, ethos 
and stated strategic goals.

We are committed to an ambitious diversity 
and inclusion strategy, which underpins 
our desire to educate all those who are 
best able to flourish from a Nottingham 
High School education, regardless of their 
background, and we aim to broadly reflect 
the diversity of the City of Nottingham and 
surrounding areas.

This commitment is the starting point 
for an ongoing discussion.  We are 
beginning these discussions alongside 
the reopening of the School in September 
2020 and will update the School’s 
community throughout the academic year.

COMMITMENT
Our commitment is to ensure that 
Nottingham High School has a culture 
that actively promotes diversity 
and inclusion.  This is as much 
about vision and ethos as it is about 
curriculum, systems and events.  We 
aim to achieve this through an open and 
transparent process.  We aim to make an 
authentic investment and to encourage 
nuanced thinking.

Our curriculum and co-curriculum, 
including the PSHE (Personal, Social, 
Health and Economic Education) 

programme, and pastoral systems 
remain effective vehicles through 
which to address issues surrounding 
diversity and inclusion.  Students also 
consider their demographic context 
within the city and our community.  
One of the strengths of these 
vehicles are their adaptability, and 
we continually review, develop and refine 
them in response to the needs of the 
Nottingham High School community.

We will ensure that the School 
considers its approach to diversity 
and inclusion widely through the vision 
and ethos of the School and how that 
translates into policy and practice; and 
that people feel comfortable discussing 
the issues and understand that their 
views and experiences will be treated in 
an appropriately confidential manner.

Timeframe: As students are back with 
us face-to-face, we will run small open 
forums with a wide range of members of 
our community, both past and present, 
which will feed into the discussions of the 
working party and at Senior Management 
Team Meetings, including those involving 
the School’s governing body.  We should 
therefore be able to report on the outcome 
of these forums by the Spring Term.  

We welcome ideas, thoughts and 
constructive feedback from the whole 
Nottingham High School community.  
Contact either Mr Kevin Fear (fear.kd@
nottinghamhigh.co.uk) or Mrs Michaela 
Smith (smith.ml@nottinghamhigh.co.uk) 
if you have something to share.

We are really pleased to announce 
that throughout the month of February 
2021 we will be celebrating LGBT+ 
History month here at the High School. 

The theme of LGBT History month this year is 
Body, Mind and Spirit. We have a number of 
key events planned throughout the month that 
we will update you on nearer the time. One of 
the highlights of the month is going to be the 
unveiling of our LGBT+ custom designed flag 
which will be by flying throughout the month of 
February. We have chosen a design by Daniel 
Quasar that will also feature the school logo. 

The design adds to the traditional six coloured 
rainbow flag by adding a five coloured 
chevron to place emphasis on inclusion and 
progression. The black and brown stripes 
represent marginalised LGBT+ communities 
of colour and the pink, light blue and white are 
the colours used on the transgender pride flag. 
Also as part of LGBT+ history month we will 
be inviting a number of external speakers to in 
deliver virtual talks to our school community 
based on LGBT+ issues. 

We would love to hear from any members of 
the LGBT+ community from our ON network 
who would like to be involved in LGBT+ history 
month 2020 and ask that you contact Kamala 
at newton.ka@nottinghamhigh.co.uk to 
discuss this. 

More information about LGBT+ 
history month can be found at 
www.lgbtplushistorymonth.co.uk/ 
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Meet Sarah Jacob
Our wonderful School Nurse for over 16 years.
‘I have been a registered nurse for over 30 years and trained at 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge. After working for a year, 
I spent six months in Australia, coming back to London and 
training as a Midwife. Eventually settling in Nottingham, I have 
brought up two children, now grown up. I have worked in a 
variety of healthcare settings including as general 
nurse at the QMC.

Outside of work I love being outdoors either 
walking or gardening, and seeing friends and 
family. I have been practicing yoga for about 5 
years which I love and do some most days. I also 
enjoy cooking and have become quite adept at 
bread baking, particularly over the last few months.

My role involves looking after any students or staff 
who are unwell or need First Aid, giving Pastoral 
support to students and liaising with the NHS and 
other external agencies. 

I am never quite sure what the day will bring: 
pastoral meetings planned, immunisations 
to organise, some staff training to do, quite 
unpredictable. There are many walk-ins throughout 
the day, either an injury, illness, upset or questions 
which then leads to me spending time with, talking with and 
supporting that individual. I have seen most things, but there 
are always a few surprises.

I was delighted when the school went co-ed and even after a 
very short period of time it seemed totally natural that we had 
both boys and girls at the High School. I enjoy seeing their 
interactions with each other and know that their concerns and 
feelings are irrelevant to their gender, both experience life in 
much the same way but their way of expressing it might be 
different. I do probably tend to see more playground accidents 
amongst the boys though!

I came into school throughout Lockdown as we were open 
to the children of keyworkers. The School felt so quiet at that 
time, the children who were in adapted really quickly to their 
new day, adjusting to lessons without all their friends and 
teachers around them. Those staff who came in supported 

each other and created a 
lovely atmosphere amongst 
all the uncertainty. When the 
students were able to come 
back, it was lovely to catch 
up with them and hear about 
their individual experiences 
of Lockdown. The majority 
were relieved to come back 
to school although some 
were more anxious than 
others. The support given 
to the children from all the 
staff has been amazing to 
see.

I am a part of the Pastoral 
team within school. The 
medical room, where 
I’m permanently based, 

provides a space, for our community, to gather thoughts, talk 
things over or have some timeout. If there are concerns about 
a student’s mental well-being we work together with that 
student to help them get the best support they need, involving 
parents, the School Counsellor if necessary, or external health 
practitioners like GP’s, CAMHS etc.

I have seen many children go right the way through their 
school life at Nottingham High School, seeing them growing 
and developing over those years into amazing young adults is 
probably the best thing about this job.  
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In August, Sir Ed Davey (ON 1974-1984) was elected leader of the Liberal Democrats. He had been acting leader since the general election in December last year.

Well done to Patrick Bamford (ON 
2004-2011) who scored a hat trick 
for Leeds Utd vs Aston Villa on 23rd 
October. Patrick has been voted 
the PFA Fans’ Bristol Street Motors 
Premier League Player of the Month 
for September and October.

Congratulations to Alex 

Lewington (ON 2003-2010) 

who made his 100th Premiership 

Rugby Appearance on 26th 

January.  Keep up the great 

work at Saracens Rugby Club! 

The Jackson Family have 

very kindly donated to the 

School the ale cask that has 

been used at the annual 
Cheese and Ale Ceremony 

for the past 40 years and 

we will continue to display 

it each year.

On 16th January, Michael Hammond (ON 1951-1958) met Mr Fear (Head Master) and presented the School with two copies of ‘Detecting Cheating in Bridge’, a book recently published and written by his son Nicolas Hammond (ON 1973-1982). We would like to thank both Michael and Nicolas for this kind donation to our library and are sure students who enjoy playing this game will benefit from using it.

Malcolm Dillingham (ON 1946-1957) was able 

to visit the school just before we had to lock 

down again. Although he was unable to come 

inside, he had wonderful wander around the 

school site, peering in various windows and 

reliving his school days. Hopefully we will be 

able to welcome our visitors back inside soon!
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Elizabeth Murray (ON 2017-2019) delivered a talk 

on Linguistics on 17th January 2020. The class were 

treated to an array of advice and guidance alongside 

tips on achieving the highest marks possible in the 

exam. Thank you for visiting the School, we hope to 

see you again soon at a forthcoming regional Dinner.

GOOD LUCK TO THREE OF 

OUR ONs WHO ARE CLIMBING 

KILIMANJARO FOR CHARITY!

In 2021 we ONs William Smith, Matthew Williams and Oliver Wong, 

will be climbing Kilimanjaro for the Meningitis Research Foundation 

(MRF). This charity aims to research and raise awareness of two 

serious diseases, Meningitis and Septicaemia. Although both can 

affect anyone, this is especially relevant to us as the two most at 

risk groups are children and young adults. Times are especially 

hard for charities right now, with huge losses from the lack of viable 

fundraising in a national lockdown it has never been more important 

to donate and raise awareness for this cause. Until our climb we will 

be taking on various challenges to help fundraise for MRF and we 

hope to make a serious contribution over the next few months.

We all met at school and were very good friends throughout 6th 

form. Every summer we’d usually go on holiday together but given 

the COVID situation that has been difficult. Instead, we decided 

to give back a little, and chose to raise money for MRF. We all 

finished school together in 2017 and we were the first co-ed year 

at Nottingham High School, so perhaps had a different experience 

compared to those who came before us. We all share extremely 

fond memories of the School, and it was the many values and ideas 

instilled into us at School that have driven our charitable journey 

over the next year. 

Shockingly meningitis and neonatal sepsis are the second biggest 

infectious killer of children under the age of five on the planet. This 

affects more than 5 million people globally each year, 1/10 die and 

2/10 are left with serious impairment. It can kill you within 12 hours 

and is responsible for more deaths of children under 5 than malaria, 

measles, tetanus and AIDS combined. Despite the fact there is a 

vaccine, it is not routinely available everywhere in the world and 

there is still a lot of work to do.

Meningitis Research Foundation works to provide better access to 

vaccines, health systems that can diagnose and treat children, and 

support to survivors of meningitis. Thanks to generous donations 

they’ve pioneered a global roadmap, bringing together global 

expertise to defeat meningitis by 2030. Help us make meningitis a 

global health priority. If you’d be generous and help us achieve our 

fundraising goal of £3500 EACH we’d be immensely grateful.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/oliver-wong

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/William-Smith46

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Matthew-Williams99

Matthew 
Williams 

William Smith

Oliver Wong
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My study abroad in Hong Kong featured everything you could 
want from such an experience; I got to explore one of the most 
exciting cities in the world and travel further afield with friends. I 
ate amazing food, met people from across the world, and learnt 
so much about a fascinating place. 

The difference between Hong Kong and any other study abroad 
location, however, is that Hong Kong is going through an historical 
political upheaval. On 9th June 2019, almost a million people – 
that’s 1 in 7 of Hong Kong’s population – marched in protest of 
the Government’s proposed Extradition Bill and its implications 
on Hong Kong’s democracy. By the time I had arrived in August, 

these protests had become a regular occurrence, with protesters 
fighting for ‘5 Demands’; including Government reformation and an 
independent inquiry into police brutality. 

With violent clashes breaking out sometimes multiple times in 
a week, the political context of my time in Hong Kong wasn’t 
something that could be ignored, and it wouldn’t have been right 
to. Many of those involved in the protests were students, some 
sat in my lectures and seminars at the University of Hong Kong. 
Speaking directly to students involved in what had become an 
international news story completely changed my perspective on 
how we relate to global events.

Zoe Hollis (ON 2015-2017)

Zoe Hollis (2nd from left) in Marina Bay Sands, Singapore
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On 12th November 2019, I watched all the videos uploaded 
onto my social media feed from previous evening’s protest. In 
a turning point of the protests, universities were now becoming 
battlegrounds. The Chinese University of Hong Kong campus had 
erupted the night before, over 70 students had been injured in 
clashes with the police and countless arrests had been made. 

My campus was preparing for a similar fate. Chairs and tables 
that were sitting only a few days ago in classrooms were now 
upturned and piled high into makeshift barricades blocking 

walkways and lift exits. In the following weeks, universities 
across Hong Kong became battlegrounds for the pro-democracy 
protests and most exchange students were advised to leave. 
Within a week I had gone from attending lectures to being on a 
flight back to the UK.

It was heartbreaking to leave, but I feel very lucky to have 
experienced such an important historical moment and meet so 
many people dedicated to fight for what they believe in. 

Zoe Hollis (2nd from right) in Langkawi, Malaysia Police and students clash on the CUHK campus on the 11th November 2019

Photo taken on my last night in Hong Kong. 
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Bertie King 
(ON 2016-2019) 
HOW DID YOU FEEL ABOUT BEING PART OF THE FIRST 
INTAKE OF GIRLS TO NOTTINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL?
WHAT MADE YOU CHOOSE NOTTINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL?

I joined in 2016 and was one of only four girls in the first 
Year 9 intake and felt really proud to be the first of many 
more girls to follow. 

All the girls were made to feel part of the school very quickly, 
with equal opportunities and I knew  I had made the right 
choice. It was lovely how close the girls became supporting 
each other across the different year groups.

I chose Nottingham High School because I already knew 
the school well (my brother was also there) and I wanted to 
be in a co-ed environment along with a fantastic new Food
and Nutrition department. It’s lovely to see that Food and 
Nutrition is continuing to grow.

During my time at Nottingham High School, I really enjoyed the 
excellent teaching, creative and sports opportunities and extra-
curricular activities such as the CCF. 

WHAT DID YOU DO AFTER LEAVING THE SCHOOL?
HOW DID YOU CHOOSE TO TAKE THE PATH YOU DID?

I have wanted to be a chef since I was about four years old when 
I would endlessly make different ‘meals’ with wooden bananas 
and plastic grapes! I was fortunate to do work experience 
at the London Hilton on Park Lane, Belmond Le Manoir aux 
Quat’Saisons and Restaurant Sat Bains, after which I knew that I 
definitely wanted to progress in the area of fine dining. 

I decided not to stay on for A levels, as I felt this would be 
putting my chef training back by two years. After looking at 
different options across the country, and having always wanted 
to train and live in London, I applied for the Royal Academy of 

Culinary Arts (RACA) 
– Specialised Chef 
Apprenticeship.

I was successful and 
started my training 
in September 2019 
alongside twenty 
others. With the fast 
pace, long hours and 
very high technical 
expectations, we 
were down to sixteen 
chefs after a few weeks. My time over the three years is split 
between Bournemouth and Poole College, with two thirds of my 
time on placement in London (I’m loving living in Belgravia!). 

By the end of my training I will have completed both my 
Commis Chef and Chef de Partie apprenticeships, Level 3 
Advanced Pastry qualification and take a final exam to receive 
my Royal Academy of Culinary Arts Diploma in 2022 (which 
will also be the 30th Anniversary of the RACA Specialised Chef 
Apprenticeship).

My placement is at The Goring, a Forbes 5-Star hotel with a 
Michelin starred restaurant – ‘The Dining Room’ and the only 
hotel to have been awarded a Royal Warrant for hospitality 
services. I love working with an amazing team of people from 
different cultures and countries. 

Since starting at The Goring in January 2020, I have been 
based in Pastry making the afternoon teas, as well as the à la 
carte desserts for The Dining Room. Next year I will also gain 
experience in other sections of the kitchen.
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WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING NOW  - 
HAVE THERE BEEN 
ANY CHALLENGES 
WITH COVID?

COVID-19 has 
really affected the 
hospitality industry. 
Sadly due to the 
virus, the hotel and 
restaurant, like 
most others, had to 
close in March 2020 

until September and then again for a month in November. After 
seeing the closure of Nathan Outlaw’s new restaurant ‘Siren’ at 
The Goring, a loss of 60% of staff and a significant decrease in 
guests (many are international), I have experienced first-hand 
the way the virus has impacted on many businesses, with still 
no certainty going forwards. I am about to return to London for 
the reopening of The Goring following the second lockdown and 
can’t wait to get started on our new Christmas afternoon teas.

WHAT ARE YOUR 
ASPIRATIONS FOR THE 
FUTURE?

After completing my 
apprenticeship and Royal 
Academy of Culinary Arts 
Diploma, I am looking 
forward to continuing working 
at The Goring, followed by 
some time spent travelling, 
experiencing different food 
and cultures. 

In the future, I aim to take part 
in culinary competitions such 
as The Roux Scholarship and 
would love to compete at the 

World Chocolate Masters as the UK representative. 

As I gain more experience, I would also like to be a role model 
for other female chefs and am particularly inspired by chefs 
such as Anne-Sophie Pic, Monica Galetti and Melissa Coppel. 
The hospitality world has so many career options available, 
such as Executive Chef, private chef in homes or on yachts, 
management or as business owners, so I’m excited to see 
where it will lead me. 

WHAT WOULD BE YOUR ADVICE TO STUDENTS WHO ARE 
CONSIDERING YOUR COURSE OR CAREER PATH?

I initially felt nervous about living in London as a 16 year old 
on my own and wondered whether not going to university was 
the right thing to do. But I’ve loved it and fully recommend the 
apprenticeship route, especially for a more practical person. 
Also, don’t be afraid to approach chefs or restaurants for work 
experience, which gives you a real insight into the industry. 
There are many amazing people in the hospitality sector who 
will want to help you along the way.  

HOW HAS ATTENDING THE NOTTINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL 
CHANGED YOUR LIFE? 

Nottingham High School has given me lifelong friends, 
as well as supporting me to gain the academic grades to 
achieve whatever I want to in life. Most of all, I would say that 
Nottingham High School has given me the confidence to be able 
to succeed within a male dominated industry. 



Since walking around at the Open Day I felt comfortable, I 
felt part of something in which I was more than a league table 
statistic, it made my choice to join incredibly easy. Having no 
set idea on career paths I wanted to follow, I chose to study Art, 
Economics and Music Technology at A-Level. Some would see 
these choices as less Academic but at NHS I was encouraged 
to do what I enjoyed and I can’t thank the school enough for 
this. Aside from excellent teaching and support I had so much 
fun at Nottingham High School, gaining experience that has 
aided me in all aspects of life, not just academia. 

Opting to go to the University of Birmingham to study History 
of Art I found after 7 weeks I was not enjoying the course. I was 
still uncertain on what to do with my life and this was impacting 
my mental health hugely, so I made the decision to leave 
university. I returned home to work at a family owned Sports 
Stadium at which I remained working for 3 years whilst trying to 
decide which direction to head in. I learnt invaluable skills there, 
interacting with the public on a regular basis and experiencing 
many areas of business such as events management, health 
and safety and accounting. 

Recently I started working for a property company, managing 
both residential and commercial properties. Property has 
always been of great interest to me, I can apply practical skills 
acquired through previous work experiences and also utilise 
my creative side. I aim to eventually grow my own property 
portfolio with an interest in developing/renovating properties 
as I am keen to incorporate and utilise my artistic talents, as for 
me, being creative gives me the most pleasure. In truth, even 
now I am not set on a career path, I wouldn’t be surprised if I did 
a few different things over my lifetime. I think a lot of pressure 
is put on young people to have their entire lives worked out 
and planned before they even leave school, as though time 
is running out. It’s not. You don’t know until you try, and if it’s 
not for you that’s ok! It takes more guts to acknowledge when 
something isn’t right than it does to simply go with the flow. If 
you aren’t certain on what path you want to follow, take some 
time to figure it out, there is no rush. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my years at Nottingham High School and 
truly believe them to have helped shape me into the person I am 
today; creating my own path.

Emma 
Corden
(ON 2015-2017)  
and former Head Girl
Joining Nottingham High school as part of the first ever cohort 
of girls in 2015 was not remotely nerve-wracking. 
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THE BURSARY FUND
In 2019/2020 the School had to turn away 35 bright children. These children passed the 

Entrance Assessment, however due to their own background and limited bursary funding they 
were unable to access their place at the School. We’ve being changing lives through education 
for over 500 years, as well as supporting social mobility in our community. Take a look at our 

Infographics to see how our donors have been supporting us.
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£1.1m
Bursary support expenditure 

£5,000
Raised by Legacy Giving
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Salim Jakhra 
(ON 1994-2001)

CASE STUDY

My family came to the UK as refugees from Uganda, following 
the exodus of Asians in 1972. Following years of struggle in 
building a life in this country, they ran a fish and chip shop 
during my childhood years. Whilst my younger sister and I never 
experienced financial hardship directly, there was no excess 
money in the family for luxuries such as holidays or indeed 
private education. However, coming from the Ismaili community 
in which education is a matter of the highest priority, my parents 
were determined to seek out the best possible opportunities for 
their children, regardless of the sacrifices this might require.  
 
Following guidance from friends and support from family, my 
parents decided that rather than waiting to apply for a place at 
the secondary school (where scholarships might be an option) 
they would pool together all available funds and I sat an entrance 
exam for a place in Year 6 at the prep school. 

The advice we received was that this would made entry into 
the senior school smoother for me in terms of already feeling 
comfortable with the environment of a private school. Whilst 
it is difficult to recollect my memories as a ten year old, I do 
remember the kindness of my teachers, particularly Mrs Roberts 
and Mr Pellow who must have noted how painfully shy I was and 
ensured I received a warm welcome from my peers and that I 
settled comfortable, in spite of the massive difference from my 
previous school. 

Much of Year 6 at the prep school is geared towards passing the 
entrance exam, and I knew that I had to do particularly well to 
not just gain entry but also obtain a Government Assisted Place. 
The feeling I am aware of when I achieved this is of overwhelming 
relief, knowing that my future was secure.  
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With time, many details have faded but in recent years I seem 
to think more about school days than I earlier did. I remember 
some truly great teachers including Mr Wilkinson (my wonderful 
tutor from whom I learned what genuine pastoral care is), Mr 
Everson (my inspirational English teacher who taught me to 
believe in my ability and ignited my lifelong passion for English 
literature) and Mr Eastwood (my brilliant chemistry teacher, a 
legendary institution in himself who empowered me to easily 
meet challenges that appeared insurmountable).  These 
teachers and many others helped me to reach a potential that I 
never thought was within my reach.  

I sometimes hear from friends who went to other high-achieving 
schools that there was an environment of jealousy and 
unhealthy rivalries, but this was never my experience at school.  

As someone who perhaps achieved more than I deserved to, 
I can say if this was largely due to my teachers, then much of 
the remaining credit goes to my classmates who were always 
willing to share revision notes, explain concepts and assist with 
applications; my year group genuinely spurred each other on 
to do as well as possible and I remember this kindness being 
commented on by our teachers.   

Although I came from a humble background, I never felt any 
social inferiority at school, which I had heard about at other 
private institutions.  This was largely due to the ethos of the 
school, but also because the student body was of diverse 
backgrounds, many of whom were only able to be at school 
because of financial assistance.   

Our teachers prepared us so well for the challenges we were 
due to face that these always seemed far easier than expected, 
be they our GCSEs or A-Level (where the real exams seemed 
like child’s play compared to the mocks that were created for 
us) or applications to medical school (where the daunting 
interview process actually resulted in most of us receiving 
our first-choice offers). 
  
During my GCSEs my teachers frequently told me that I was 
very capable of achieving top grades but this was not usually 
reflected in my results in classwork or mock-exams particularly 
in certain subjects.  My teachers seemed to make it their 

personal mission to ensure I did as well as possible in even the 
subjects I struggled with the most, and it was this personalised 
attentiveness and care that led to me achieving results that I 
had not imagined possible.  It was those GCSE results that led 
me to believe that all doors were open to me in life and with that 
self-belief, sixth-form was a welcome challenge.   

Attending Nottingham High School made life easier for me in 
so many ways.  It allowed me to achieve academic success 
beyond what I thought was my potential.  It helped me gain a 
place at University College London which was my first choice 
for medical school.  It taught me to think critically, to begin to 
understand myself and the world and to make decisions about 
my future, leading to my current profession as a Consultant 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist.

Perhaps I had innate abilities, 
but without the nurturing that I 
received at school, my potential 
would not have been met.  
   
I regret not making more use of some of the opportunities 
that were available to me at school such as learning to play a 
musical instrument, going on the various trips abroad that were 
organised frequently, taking part in extracurricular activities 
such as the Duke of Edinburgh award, and enjoying the sporting 
facilities at the school; I made up for much of this at university 
but were I to return to Nottingham High School now I would take 
full advantage of what is on offer beyond just the academic.     

We live in a time where privilege is a word that is frequently 
thrown about, and whilst this word has connotations relating to 
socioeconomics, race and culture, attending Nottingham High 
School ensured that independent of these factors, I too have lived 
a life of great privilege, one that was possible in large part due to 
the Government Assisted Place I received.  I feel pride in being 
an Old Nottinghamian, knowing that my present is a result of the 
past I was fortunate to experience at Nottingham High School.
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Bursary Fund
We believe every bright child deserves 
their chance of an outstanding education, 
an opportunity to prosper and flourish, 
regardless of background.

Through the generosity of our supporters, our community, 
we are currently able to provide financial assistance for 105 
children. This number is restricted due to the limited funds 
we have available.

Our ambition is to grow the Bursary Fund and expand our 
work supporting social mobility. In offering the opportunity 
to children who are denied this chance, we also believe that 
the School will continue to grow and prosper.

A clear vision and commitment have provided us with the 
strength and ability to navigate the most challenging of 
times and we are proud of what the School continues to 
do for young people.

As we face yet more uncertainty, we remain committed 
to providing stability for our community.  

There are three main ways you can donate to the Bursary Fund:

REGULAR GIVING
Regular giving is a valuable source of income for the School. 
It enables us to plan for the future whilst ensuring the Bursary 
Fund remains accessible to local children. Gifts can be given 
monthly, quarterly and annually over a period of time to suit you. 
The collective gifts of supporters are combined to provide an 
important revenue into the Bursary Fund. 

SINGLE GIFT 
If you feel that regular giving is not for you but would still like 
to support the Nottingham High School Bursary Fund you 
may give a single one-off gift. These like all of gifts will be 
gratefully received.

LEGACIES
Nottingham High School will always need the support of its 
Community. Remembering the School in your Will is a simple 
way to show your support in a way that may not be possible 
in a lifetime.

The School acknowledges making a legacy is a very private 
matter, but it really helps to know what our supporters are 
planning. It is also a real pleasure to be able to recognise your 
intentions in your lifetime and discuss with you personally how 
your gift will benefit the School.

As Nottingham High School is a registered charity there could 
be tax benefits to leaving a gift to the School.

You should seek professional advice when amending your 
Will. A solicitor will be able to instruct you on the best options 
available depending on your personal circumstances and 
current legislation.

NOTTINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL 

Please contact Sam Ellis to discuss ways you can support the Bursary Fund: ellis.s@nottinghamhigh.co.uk or 0115 8452285
Please also visit our website: https://oldnottinghamians.co.uk/the-bursary-fund/ 



REMY COULTHARD-BOARDMAN  
(ON 2012-2019)
Remy made the decision not to go to University after his A-Levels 
last June to try and pursue his love for music. Until recently he thought 
he’d made a mistake but he mentions that it is gigs like Beat the 
Streets and the incredible support from other talents, people, friends, 
family that help have helped him to pursue his dream. Take a listen to 
his music here: https://www.facebook.com/remycbmusic/

Music

RITHO EVANS  
(ON 2011-2018)
Congratulations to Ritho who  
has released his new song ‘Sing  
To Me Softly’, please support  
Ritho and download it today!
https://rithoevans.com/  

JOSH NISSIM  
(ON 2010-2017)
Josh released his first EP  
with @thebasementsound.  
Take a listen here: 
https://hypeddit.com/link/k47hn8  
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Farewell to Staff

Welcome to Sam Ellis
We are delighted to announce the appointment 
of Sam Ellis our new Fundraising Manager.

We would like to say goodbye to the following staff 
and we wish them all the best for the future.
Kathryn Ready (Receptionist, Senior School)  •  Simon Poole (School Staff Instructor – CCF) 
Mike Sillitoe (Teacher of Percussion)  •  Ben Harrison (Deputy Head of 6th Form)  •  Julie Higgins (KS1 Teacher, Junior School) 
Barbara Marson (Receptionist, Infant School)  •  Rachel Bedrock (Modern Languages Assistant)

Sam has lived in Nottingham for over 25 years and 
has  three grown up children: two sons and a daughter. 
Sam told us ‘I love being outdoors; taking my two dogs 
Harry and Arti on long walks, I’m a half marathon runner 
and this Summer I joined the open-water swimming 
community. 
  
Both of my sons attended Nottingham High School, so 
my relationship with the School started back in 2007. 
  
My background is Fundraising and New Business 
Development and I am really excited to be using 
my experience, knowledge and skills to cultivate 
relationships and fundraising the much-needed 
monies for the School’s Bursary Fund. 
  
We have a history of benevolence at Nottingham High 
School. Starting back in 1513 when Dame Agnes 
Mellers, used the money her late husband, Richard, 

left her to form the School. One 
legacy that has been changing 
the lives of children for over 
500 years. 
  
I believe we have the 
foundations in place to build 
a sustainable fund, which will 
provide financial assistance, as 
required, to all bright children. 
Giving them an education they 
deserve, one they would be 
otherwise denied. 
  
There are many ways you 
can be involved. To find out 
more please contact Sam: 
ellis.s@nottinghamhigh.co.uk 

Sam in the School Archive with a School Register
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Books
In my work as a writer and journalist, 
I am often asked where my interest in 
Palestine first began – and the answer is 
the library in Nottingham High School. 
It was there, during lunch breaks, that 
I would read the newspaper reports of 
the first weeks of the Second Intifada 
in the autumn of 2000, and where I 
was first struck by the asymmetry of 
an occupation that was then already 
decades-old. It was also at the High 
School where I first began to look 
deeper into the history and politics of 
the Middle East, whether through taking 
out library books, or attending Politics 
Society-run talks.

During my time at Cambridge, what had started in upper-
sixth as an interest grew into both a political commitment – to 
solidarity with the Palestinian struggle – and the beginnings of a 
professional specialisation. I visited Palestine for the first time at 
the end of my first year of university in 2003, staying with a family 
in Bethlehem. It was an extraordinary experience, and one that 
left a profound impression on me. I’d always wanted to write, 
and I realised that what I wanted to do was share and amplify the 
stories and daily realities of the people I was meeting.

This led to some important decision-making with respect 
to what I’d previously envisaged as my journalistic career 
trajectory; in essence, I jettisoned plans for a more ‘traditional’ 
path, and began writing and working freelance in a less 
structured, more improvised fashion. In 2009 I published my 
first book, ‘Israeli Apartheid: A Beginner’s Guide’, based on my 
time spent on the ground, as well as condensing long-standing 

scholarship on the issue into a more easily-accessible 
format. Since then, I have gone on to write three more 
books on the topic – my fourth and latest book came 
out in 2018, under the title ‘Cracks in the Wall: Beyond 
Apartheid in Palestine/Israel’ – in addition to hundreds 
of articles for various publications.

Through my work, I have been fortunate to meet 
and collaborate with some incredible people, whose 
resilience, creativity, and warmth in the face of 
structural injustice and violence has been inspirational 
and humbling. It has also been a steep learning curve 
(one I believe I am still on), as my engagement with 
the past and present of Palestine has forced me to 
reconsider and challenge other patterns and forms of 
oppression closer to home. In addition, while it may 
sound cliched, but it is true nonetheless, that time 

spent with people who are denied and fight for basics rights we 
take for granted puts a lot of things into perspective.

On a more practical level, the work of research, writing and 
analysis, has been – and remains – satisfying on a personal 
level; delving deep into a particular subject, then laying 
out one’s findings in a way that is, hopefully, informative, 
concise, and clear for the reader. Writing articles and books 
are obviously very different exercises, but in terms of my own 
methodology, there are core elements in common; research and 
a good knowledge of the topic at hand, a clear structure, and 
the all-important process of revision and re-writing. While the 
books I’ve written to date have all been non-fiction, I hope one 
day to write a novel. I’m encouraged in this respect – and maybe 
some ONs will be too – by how many novelists have made their 
debut later in life. It’s never too late!

Ben White 
(ON 1996-2001)
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Garth Gunston 
(ON 1952-1961)
Hear from Garth Gunston on why he’s 
donating 50% of all sales from his book to 
Nottingham High School Bursary Fund. 

’The reason why I want to contribute to the School’s 
fundraising efforts is because it gave me an excellent, 
enjoyable and broad education which became the base for 
a fantastic life. And why now? Because I thought it was time 
to give something back for all the luck I’ve had when a book 
I wrote rather late in life received superb reviews - and now 
has film interest from Warner Bros.’

To order your copy please visit: 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Tissue-Trail.../dp/1635876990

Five young western women buy souvenirs of their delightful 
trek and unknowingly smuggle heroin into Singapore. They 
are immediately detained and arrested by the authorities 
upon their entrance into the country. Smuggling heroin into 
Singapore is a capital offense. Typically, convicted smugglers 
are escorted to the gallows and are hung until dead.

There appears to be no escape for the tissue trail women 
until medical researcher and “wild country” photographer 
Edward Thurston takes video footage of a high altitude salt 
caravan near the tissue trail and is inexplicably detained 
and interrogated. When he tries to work out why, he slowly 
uncovers evidence that the tissue trail women are at the 
centre of an amazing global conspiracy, which if he can stay 
alive long enough, might just give the women a chance of 
beating the noose.

James Hawes
Nottingham High School Counsellor 
published his book this year. This
book will help men develop emotional 

fitness with over 
70 practical tips 
to exercise and 
move their emotional muscles. Women 
will also find this book useful, helping 
them to discover the internal mysteries 
of how he thinks and feels and why he 
behaves in certain ways. The book is 
available from Amazon in paperback 
and electronic version for £14.99/£8.99 
or £12.50 directly from School.

Dr Bernard Binns
Dr. Bernard A.O. Binns (ON 1947-1952) published his 
autobiography this year and almost a whole chapter deals 
with Nottingham High School during the 40s and 50s.

Improbable Journeys  is a 20th Century 
story about a remarkable life lived in 
remarkable times and in remarkable 
places. Starting 1934, the story describes 
first-hand life experiences of the Colonial 
Middle-world. The story moves on to 
describe growing up in post-war England 
and moves on through education, medical 
school, and graduating as a physician in 
an era before public health insurance.

“The life of Bernie Binns is truly remarkable – born in the middle 
of nowhere, living in India and Kashkar, returning to England at 
the age of 13 – unable to read or write, qualifying for medical 
school, and working as an obstetrician and gynaecologist in 
central Africa, Canada, and the Northwest Territories.
 
Your readers will enjoy the narration of the trials and 
experiences, the situations, the people and the cultures 
that come forward through the author’s descriptions 
and story-telling. It’s truly an interesting read; a history 
and an escape from today’s frantic world”
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Gavin Wigginton 
(ON 1953-1964)
Gavin Wigginton was a student at Nottingham High School from 
Prep School days in early 1953 until leaving the Main School in 
1964. He is a sometime graduate of the Universities of Wales 
(in Swansea) and Hull, where he majored in economics and 
operations research. In the late 1960s he commenced a rich and 
varied career in the private sector of industry, initially with Rolls 
Royce and then for 15 years with the Imperial Group.

From university days, 
Gavin was active in British 
politics. In the 1970s, he 
was twice elected as a 
Liberal member of Grimsby 
Borough Council. Later he 
became the chair of the 
Liberal Party’s Employment 
and Industrial Relations 
Panel, and was a Liberal 
Democrat candidate in the 
British General Election of 
1983.

Since 1986, Gavin has 
lived in Australia. After 
a time with the National 
Companies and Securities 
Commission, he was for 15 

years a senior manager with the Australian Red Cross Society’s 
blood service and, in 2004, he was awarded the organisation’s 
Distinguished Staff Medal. More recently, he has been a 
management consultant and served on the board of a number 
of not for profit organisations. 

For most of his life, Gavin has been an active environmentalist. 
For many years, he was Honorary Secretary and a board 
member of the Australian Conservation Foundation, receiving 
Honorary Life Membership of that organisation in 2013. For the 
last ten years, Gavin and his son have owned a nature reserve in 
the Strzelecki Hills of Victoria which is his base for writing. 

In the last six years, 
Gavin has published two 
books. The first, entitled 
“Wig’s Secret War” and 
published in 2017, is a 
biography of his father 
who was a senior officer 
in the Special Operations 
Executive. It is an epic 
tale of personal discovery 
about a father he never knew – Sydney was killed in an air 
crash in 1945, two months before Gavin was born. The book 
includes the story of how Gavin traced his father’s military 
career during World War Two, including work with resistance 
movements in Europe and the Far East, and found his last 

resting place in the jungle in 
modern day Myanmar. As a 
consequence, he persuaded 
the Commonwealth Graves 
Commission to establish a new 
memorial to the casualties of 
the plane crash at the main 
War Cemetery in Yangon.

Gavin’s second book, 
“For Goodness Sake” was 
published in 2019 and is a 
memoir of the first part of 
his life from 1945 to 1986. 
It includes a chapter on his 
days at Nottingham High 
School and has a number of 
references to other ONs. 

Gavin is about to publish his third book “Woods, Roos and 
Cougars”, which is a history of his local Australian Rules football 
club in country Victoria which was founded in 1890. It is a social 
history as well as a record of the club’s performance on and off 
the field. Other books are in the pipeline!



From Pharmacist to owner 
of Dilmaherbals Skincare
I left school in 2008 to study Pharmacy at the University of 
Kent. After graduating and completing my pre-registration, 
I worked as a pharmacist for a few years before deciding I 
wanted a break. I wanted to use my degree to explore other 
avenues away from community pharmacy but wasn’t quite 
sure what at the time. 

In 2016, a close school friend and I backpacked around South 
America for 4 months. Two weeks into the trip we found 
ourselves deep in the Ecuadorian Amazon rainforest, with a 
local guide using a machete to hack treks for us. We stopped 
at a mud bath which we were told was rich in many unique 
minerals and was therefore amazing for the skin. Of course, 

having heard this, we had to try 
it out for ourselves and it did 
not disappoint – it was as if our 
skin had a new lease of life! This 
reminded me of all the wonderful 
natural, herbal Indian remedies 
my Mother and Grandmother 
used for a range of health and 
skincare problems when I was 
a child. For the rest of that trip 
I couldn’t shake off the idea 
of using these rare, natural 
ingredients for skincare. 

A year later I left my full-time 
role as a pharmacist and went 
backpacking again, this time 
around India. I wanted to learn 
more about my culture and 
how herbs are used in skincare. 
This was one of the most eye-
opening trips of my life. From the 
Himalayan mountains to the fields 
of Punjab to the tropical climates 
of Kerala, I discovered hundreds 
of different herbs – some of which 
have been used in skincare in 
India for close to 1000 years. 
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Gaurav Gupta (ON 2003-2008) gives an insight into how he 
set up his own business. 



The locals in the 
various regions 
shared their 
personal stories 
with me on just 
how powerful 
and beneficial 
these herbs can 
be! This inspired 
me to find a 
way to combine 
these traditional 
Indian herbs with 
modern science.

From there, the 
long but enjoyable 

process of finding a lab, trialling different ingredients at different 
concentrations, multiple sample phases and EU testing began. 
The result was the creation of Dilmaherbals, a skincare brand 
with 5 unique formulations that are as natural as possible, all 
whilst being effective and gentle on the skin. Having launched in 
February 2020, Dilmaherbals has proudly featured in the British 
Vogue and Glamour magazines and our under-eye cream was 
shortlisted in the prestigious ‘Free from’ skincare awards.
‘Dil’ in Hindi means heart and ‘Ma’ means Mother. We hope the 
products, ingredients and knowledge continue to be passed 
down through generations, the way they were from my Mother 
and Grandmother to me. 

Backpacking has shown me both the true beauty and the 
harsh realities of the world which is why Dilmaherbals uses 
environmentally friendly herbal extraction processes and 
packaging to protect our planet. We also donate 5% of all our 
profits to the Railway Children charity which helps protect and 
safeguard street children in India, UK and Africa.

My advice for any school leavers is to always follow your heart. 
My journey was unconventional but it led me into a career I 
love. Going into business is certainly not easy and full of many 
surprises (a global pandemic a month after launch being one!) 
but there is always a solution to every problem you may face. 
Remember, if you are passionate and truly believe in your 
product, there is always scope to grow. 

2021 is shaping up to be an exciting year for us! If you 
would like to follow the Dilmaherbals journey or would 
simply like some skincare tips, follow Dilmaherbals on 
Facebook and @dilmaherbals on Instagram. We will 
be running a 20% discount throughout December and 
January to add some festive cheer. If you want to shop 
at a later date however, you can also use discount code 
Treat20 for 20% off! 

Visit us at www.dilmaherbals.co.uk.
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Arun Maini (ON 2007-2014)
Arun is a YouTube personality and technology reviewer who set up his 
own You Tube channel Mrwhostheboss in 2011. Since then, his channel 
has gained popularity and now has over 5.87 million subscribers and his 
videos have received more than 922 million views.

Can you give us an insight into your family background and 
your life in general? Sure, so I’m turning 25 next week, I went 
from Nottingham High School to Warwick University, and from 
there jumped straight into becoming a full-time Tech YouTuber, 
and I couldn’t be happier.
 
What are your connections to the school? I was at the High 
School right the way through - From Year 7 to 13!  
 
What are your memories of your time at school? I remember 
sitting in the library in break times, trying to finish my homework 
before I got home. Also, art.  Taking Art as a GSCE was 
probably one of the best decisions I made at school, and its 
something I’ve pursued in my spare time ever since.  
 
What career path did you want to follow at school and 
when and how did it change to what you are doing now?  
Throughout school, I remember feeling like I wasn’t 100% sure 
what I wanted from life, but then all of a sudden, 6th form arrived 
and we had to decide. So I did what most people do and picked 
the subject that aligned best with the skills I had, Economics.  
I’d actually been making YouTube videos since I was 15, but it 
wasn’t until I’d finished my degree from Warwick that I decided 
it was time to fully jump head first into it.  The channel had been 
gradually building in the background - each day I’d go to school 

or go to my lectures, finish homework before I got back, and 
then when I’d get home, it was video time.  I remember starting 
uni with 9,000 subscribers, and leaving with about 300,000.  3 
years after that, we’re lucky enough to be on 5,400,000 and 
counting!
 
How did you become a YouTuber? I remember it was actually 
my brother who bought me my first smartphone.  I became 
fascinated by it, I would spend sleepless nights tinkering with it, 
learning about it, trying to improve it.  It got to a stage where i 
felt like I actually knew enough about this phone that I decided it 
wouldn’t hurt to share that knowledge, so I did.  
 
Can you share with us any experiences or memories that 
you feel significantly impacted your life and how they made 
you feel? My first viral video.  Going through school, YouTube 
for me had always been a hobby to me, but if I had to pick one 
moment where that started changing, it was when I uploaded 
a tutorial about how to turn your phone into a hologram.  It hit 
300,000 views overnight, at a time when my channel would 
usually get 1,000, and then went on to hit over 20,000,000 
views!  My inbox was filled with companies wanting interviews, 
and my video was being watched and shared across the world.  
It was at this point that I realised the potential of the platform. 
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Are there any particular challenges you have faced and how 
did you overcome them? Oh plenty! YouTube, like I’m sure 
every job, has plenty of ups and downs, and of course putting 
yourself in front of this many people inevitably leads to many 
who also...don’t like you, and on the internet nobody is afraid 
to say so!  People can be pretty brutal sometimes.  Generally 
speaking for challenges, the one thing I go back to something 
that came originally from Steve Jobs.  He talked about how at 
one point in the future, you’ll most likely be satisfied, and in 
that moment, when you look back on your life, all the dots will 
connect. You’ll be able to see each of the pivotal points and 
how, even if they didn’t feel like great moments at the time, they 
we’re important in leading you to where you are now.  
 
Has the current pandemic changed how you work and how 
has it had an impact? It’s definitely had an impact, although 
if anything, I would say it’s probably helped to accelerate the 
transition towards online media, which is good for content 
creators. There have never been more gamers playing games 
online, there have never been this many people enjoying Netflix, 
and at the same time, there have never been this many people 
consuming YouTube content
 
What are you plans for the future? As of right now, the plan is 
to become the largest Technology influencer on the planet, but 
let’s see!
 
Do you have any words of wisdom you would like to share 
with us? Sure. To the people who want to do something 
but don’t think they can, or don’t know how to, just TRY.  
That sounds obvious, but taking that first step is your 
only shot.  It won’t come to you.  When I started 
YouTube I couldn’t understand how anyone 
could even get 1,000 subscribers, that 
number seemed crazy to me, but I 
just picked up a camera, gave it 
a go, and then just kept at it, 
using every bit of feedback 
I could get to improve on 
the base I’d built.
 

How has attending the Nottingham High School changed 
your life? One thing I’ll never forget is the competitiveness.  
Being surrounded by people just as intelligent and ambitious is 
something I only started appreciating once I’d left school.  It got 
me used to being OK with not always winning, but also fuelled 
me to always try to.
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John Napier (ON 1944-1949)
John joined Nottingham High School in 1944 in 3 Green (Mrs 
Voss) and was a member of White’s House. He is one of four 
brothers, Keith (ON 1943-1949), Philip (ON 1945-1951) and 
Michael who attended a boarding school.

One of John’s memories from his time at school was how he and 
his brothers would confuse the Prefects when it came dishing out 
punishments. Philip would often get into trouble but would only 
give the name ‘Napier’ to the Prefects. This would confuse the 
Prefects and all three would end up being reprimanded. 

John joined the CCF and was a bugler in the Cadet Force band. 
He attended Army camp but later transferred to the Air Section. 
In 1949 he attended an Airforce camp at Binbrook, Lincolnshire. 
It was during this camp he was chosen to fly in a Lancaster 
Bomber to Heligoland on a training bombing raid. The journey 
took 5 hours and David Turgoose (ON 1942-1949) also went.

On leaving school, John took a 5-year engineering apprenticeship 
and he went on to work for a German engineering company 

called Demag for 50 years.  Demag was the largest engineering 
company in Europe. It was because of his experience in surveying 
that he was able to help with the surveying of several sites, one of 
which was Adbolton, which went on to become the home of the 
Nottinghamians Rugby Club.

John was President of the Old Nottinghamians’ Society in 
1991 and was secretary of the Beeston Field lunch for 10 years. 
He played on their rugby and cricket teams and was President 
of the ON Rugby Club from 1979-1981.

What were your favourite subjects at school? “I really 
enjoyed Geography and remember trips to the Forest with my 
teacher H A Page to study Ordnance Survey maps.”

Has attending Nottingham High School changed your life?
“Very much so. When I joined the Army, I noted that some the 
Privates had limited basic skills. It made me realise how privileged 
I was to have such basic skills which I used to help them with.”

JTC Band 1947 – John Napier (Second row – fourth from left)
JTC Camp at Gandale 1948 – John Napier

Nottinghamians’ Rugby 1957/58 – John Napier (Front row – Fourth from left)



O
N

 R
E

F
L

E
C

T
IO

N
S

27

Three 
Good Men
By David W Roberts 
(ON 1949-1957)
While I was in hospital one of the bright spots was 
receiving the Summer 2019 edition of ON.  I was 
particularly interested to read Bob Pegg’s (ON 
1955-1963) thoughts on three Masters who greatly 
affected his career, as these three had considerable 
influence on my life also, and all for the good.

When I moved into Main school I was put into the curiously 
designated forn 2K which was explained as being so named as 
the Form Master was Mr. Kettell (also a ‘new boy’ as it was his 
first day as a Master at NHS) though it quickly became apparent 
that 2B would have been more appropriate.  For some reason 
he became attached to those of us who were ‘fake’ new boys, 
perhaps because our experience in the prep meant that we 
were not totally ignorant of NHS culture, for example we knew 

that our names consisted of a surname and initials, unlike some 
who relied on a Christian name (I remember one boy insisting 
his name was ‘Peter’ almost until Christmas).  Mr. Kettell 
maintained a somewhat special relationship with us for many 
years and I always felt I could approach him for good advice 
about academic matters.

When I reached the Lower Fifth I was firmly in the B stream 
and encountered as my Form Master Dr. Thomas who, on 
discovering that I could play chess promptly encouraged me 
to join the Chess Club, which he ran, and this went so well 
that I actually played on one of the lower boards for the school 
team.  This vastly improved my logical thinking.  One of my most 
treasured possessions to this day is a signed copy of his book 
on the history of Nottingham High School.

The most important influence on me at School was, of course, 
my Tutor Set Master who was Mr. Foister, the Art Master.  While 
I had no artistic talent whatsoever, he was always ready to take 
up my side in arguments with other staff over such matters as 
my doing Maths work during other lessons.  In my first days 
in the Sixth Form I am convinced it was his influence that 
persuaded the  school to let me be the only pupil in my year of 
6 science doing Double Maths and Physics instead of Maths 
Physics  and Chemistry.  It was years later before I realised what 
it cost the school to do this (20 hours per week exclusive access 
to the two top Maths teachers), but it did allow me to get a State 
Scholarship and eventually make a career in computer security.

So these three men influenced me profoundly to my benefit, but 
in totally different ways from their effect on Bob Pegg.
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In Memoriam
Mr Robert T Atkins (ON 1947-1952)

Mr Paul N Barker (ON 1961-1971)

Dr Neville Belton (ON 1948-1956) 

Mrs Liz Bird (wife of Tony Bird)

Mr David Bolton (ON 1984-1994) 

Mr Francis Davey Boot (ON 1943-1949)

Mr Barry Chambers (ON 1945-1953)

Mr John G Coltman (ON 1954-1961) 

Mr Derek Cropper (ON 1938-1942)

Mr John M Gauntley (ON 1975-1982) 

Reverend Canon Ian E Gooding 
(ON 1953-1960) 

Mrs Pam Horril (wife of Peter Horril)

Dr Angus O McDougall (ON 1945-1953) 

Mrs Barbara McMurchy  
(wife of Andrew McMurchy) 

Mr Peter Moody (ON 1961-1967)

Mr R Michael Mott (ON 1951-1956) 

Mr John R Potter (ON 1945-1953)

Mr Peter Rhodes (ON 1944-1951)

Jeff Robinson (former member of Staff)

Mr John (Jim) Sadler (ON 1938-1949 and  
Senior Teacher 1960-1989)

Mr David Stimpson (Former Teacher,  
Nottingham High Preparatory School) 

Mr James B Sullivan (ON 1945-1953) 

Mr Richard Swain (ON 1953-1964) 

Mrs Sheila Thomas (wife of Geri Thomas) 

Mr Robert (Bob) Vickers MBE (ON 1952-1958) 

Mr James R Walker (ON 1957-1964) 

Mr John Walton (ON 1939-1947) 

His Honour Judge Nicholas Webb 
(ON 1959-1968)

Mr David F Wilson (ON 1937-1945) 

Mr David C Wood (ON 1957-1964)

Mr Christopher (Martin) Whyld  
(ON 1960-1967)



IN
 M

E
M

O
R

IA
M

29

It is with great sadness that we announce the 
death of John (Jim) Sadler (ON 1938 1949 
and Senior Teacher 1960- 1989) aged 90 
on Friday 4th September 2020.

Jim first joined Nottingham High School as a pupil in 1938. He 
was in Mellers’ House and his tutor was R G Palmer. As a pupil 
Jim held many positions of responsibility including, Prefect, 
House Captain, Captain of Cricket and Sergeant in the JTC. In 
1949, Jim won the Durose Prize for Geography and the Roger 
and Lionel West Memorial Prize (for all sporting achievement).

He left Nottingham High School with entry requirements for a 
University course, including a credit in Greek. His sporting record, 
particularly as Captain of Cricket, ensured that much of his 
National Service would be spent scoring boundaries for the Royal 
Engineers, after which came Nottingham University, a spell of 
teaching at Glaisdale and a return to NHS in 1960.

Jim’s full obituary can be found at  
https://oldnottinghamians.co.uk/obituary

I do remember Mister Sadler - Jim - as one of those teachers 
who showed his subject could be taught with great enthusiasm 
and great humour. And as important as being a good teacher, 
that you could be a figure of authority but still a really lovely guy.

Steve Bradshaw (ON 1957-1966)

My funniest memory of him was when we started a lesson 
with him, he disappeared for most of the lesson, only to return 
looking remarkably like he had had a haircut in the intervening 
period. I am not sure where he went but something definitely 
happened during that lesson and we all still remember that time! 
I remember him fondly enjoying a cigarette during break times 
as well, which we all found amusing at the time!

Charles Spungin (ON 1980-1990)

So sad. In my time at the High School Jimmy and Jeff Leach 
were two members of staff who had significant influence on 
my life at school and in my choice of career on leaving. I would 
never have become a professional cricketer were it not for 
Jimmy and I only hope I have left a similar impression on pupils I 
taught in my time in teaching.

Roy Dexter (ON 1966-1974)

I have memories of an endlessly patient and good natured man 
who had a gentle way about how he went about his business. 
He clearly was born to teach, seemed to love the boys ( despite 
or perhaps I suspect because of the mischief), but most of all I 
remember somebody who was always very kind no matter who he 
was dealing with,  and there aren’t many better legacies than that.

James King (ON 1984 - 1990)

Jim Sadler Memories



The Development Team  https://oldnottinghamians.co.uk    
facebook.com/Nottinghamians       @Nottinghamians       The Old Nottinghamians       @Oldnottinghamian 

E development@nottinghamhigh.co.uk   T 0115 845 2208

CONTACT • NEWS • EVENTS  
ADVICE • MERCHANDISE

Just a few good reasons to stay in  
touch and reconnect with your friends and colleagues 

from all over the world.


