Bursaries

Education is the great engine of
personal development. It is through
education that the daughter of a
peasant can become a doctor, that
the son of a mineworker can become
the head of the mine, that a child
of farm workers can become the
president of a great nation.
Nelson Mandela
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At Nottingham High School we are determined that the
outstanding education we provide is open to as many
children as possible. We strive to raise as much money as
we possibly can to support bursaries so that the brightest
children from across the region can make the most of the
opportunities which are on offer at the School.
It is clearly a privilege to study at such a fantastic school but we are
determined to open up this opportunity to those with ability, not just
money. The School has a long and proud tradition of doing this right
back to its foundation in 1513 as a Free School for the children of
Nottingham by Dame Agnes Mellers, but since the government
assisted places scheme ended we have been entirely reliant on our
own fund-raising to support the children we select. At present every
year we turn away so many children who qualify academically and
who would thrive in this environment as our funds only stretch so far.
In recent years we have had over 100 applicants for the 15 available
bursaries and had we had the funds we would love to have admitted
many more, strongly qualified pupils, for whom this would have been
a life-changing opportunity. Further funding would not only benefit
these recipients but it would provide real social diversity to the School
community and all the children in the School would benefit from this.

much they would benefit from the education at the High School.
This is all the more true because on a personal level I was supported
through my private education by external funding when my parents
would not otherwise have been able to afford the fees. I know what a
difference it makes and if you are able to help at all please do give us
your support. I would love to be able to meet with you and tell you
the stories of some of our bursary holders and the difference that
each gift makes to their futures. Social mobility is a great challenge
for our nation but you can help play your part by supporting a bursary
for one of the many applicants from all across the region who will then
thrive in this environment. Thank you for giving this your consideration,

It is one of the hardest part of my role each year to have to turn down
very bright children who have ‘passed’ the exam when I can see how

Kevin Fear
Headmaster

Why support Nottingham High School?
Over the following pages we reproduce some of the compelling stories of
ON’s whose lives were transformed through Bursary Awards and Scholarships.
Some of these ON’s go on to explain how they in-turn have become Bursary
donors in order to enable others to benefit in the same way.
For me, a bursary allowed my

school, I would not be the confident and adept person I

parents to send me to the best

am today. I loved my time at Nottingham High School and

school in the area, without having to

now cannot imagine having gone anywhere else, but it

worry about making sacrifices that

was only through the generosity of the School and of the

would have affected the rest of the

donors to the Bursary Fund that I was able to attend and

family to a point where my education

contribute to school life as much as my studying there

would have taken priority over my

helped me to develop.

brothers’ schooling. I have no doubt
that without the focus on great education, coupled with
the fantastic extra-curricular opportunities on offer at the

Edwin Peverill, ON 2006-2016
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For us, it would have been impossible to send our

Our eldest went onto study Medicine and is currently

sons to Nottingham High School (NHS) without the aid of

working as a psychiatrist in London. The younger went onto

the bursary scheme. At the time of the application, I was a

study Economics at LSE and after graduation has taken

Ph.D student and my wife worked part-time. We knew well

further study at Cambridge to become a teacher. Both of

that NHS was a prestigious school, staffed by enthusiastic

them have undoubtedly been influenced and inspired by

teachers and full of inspired students. We hoped that our

their time at NHS. As a result, they have chosen career

sons would be able to join and thrive in this environment

paths where they are able to return the blessings they have

with their dreams nurtured. We were therefore very grateful

received into the community and to those who are in need.

to Mr Parker (Previous Headmaster) and Mr Fear (Current
Headmaster) who gave this fantastic opportunity by
accepting our sons as part of the bursary scheme.

Former Parent

“
Nottingham High School
provided me with a superb allround education which enabled me
to go on to Oxford and then enter
the legal profession. I’ll always
be extremely grateful for the
opportunities in and outside the
classroom Nottingham High School
opened up for me, but I am acutely
aware, as a parent now, that a good education does not
come cheap and not without parental sacrifice.

Having benefited from the education I received, I
believe it is my duty to “give something back” and
enable those who have the ability to benefit from similar
opportunities, regardless of their background or their
parents’ financial situation. Donating to the Bursary
Fund seemed to me an excellent way to support
such parents.
Alastair Holland, Donor ON 1985-1992
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I entered the school in 1954 on

In my case in addition to enjoying my school days, rowing

a Nottinghamshire County Council

and playing rugby, the quality of that education earned me

scholarship. At that time a significant

a place at Cambridge University followed by a successful

proportion of the boys at the school

career as a commercial solicitor.

had scholarships from Notts CC,
Nottingham City and Derbyshire

I believe the abolition of local authority scholarships to

County Council. In addition the

schools like the High School was a great mistake and

school awarded a number of

strongly support the school’s effort to provide as many

bursaries. Consequently many of the boys were able to

bursaries as possible to give young people the same

have the advantage of the excellent education the school

opportunities as I had.

provided regardless of parental ability to pay.
Chris Fielden, ON 1954-1961

From 1944 until they were abolished in 1997, hundreds
of bright boys from modest circumstances were awarded
Government funded or assisted County Scholarships
enabling them to attend the School. I was fortunate enough
to be awarded such a scholarship in 1964. Half a century
later I realise just how much the School shaped my life. I
was indeed very fortunate to have been able to attend NHS
and be taught by an extraordinarily talented and dedicated
group of teachers.

It is a pleasure to be able to contribute to the Bursary Fund
to help continue the School’s great traditions of first-class
education and social mobility and repay some of the debt
I owe to the remarkable men who were my teachers. I
hope that many others will do the same and experience
that same pleasure.
Colin Shaw, ON 1964-1972
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My son was keen to sit the entrance exam and his
junior school encouraged him to do so when we told
them. He had been given a diagnosis of high functioning
Asperger’s when he was younger and absolutely
loved education and the structure of school, although
sometimes struggled with the social aspect and group
work within the classroom. Having passed the entrance
exam, we made an application for bursary support as
being a single parent, I knew it would be out of the
question without financial support. We are both so
grateful of the opportunity he was given: the school really
suited him academically, he was able to flourish and is
now enjoying life at University. Pupils are encouraged to
participate in so many activities throughout their school
life and my son was easily able to find something to suit
him. He undoubtedly benefited from the fantastic library

with knowledgeable staff, which he was able to use at
lunchtimes when he wasn’t comfortable as a younger
child in the more lively playground. He found friends
and other like-minded pupils when he became involved
in the lighting and sound of stage productions. Having
the same tutor throughout his years at school was
fantastic; it gave continuity and we couldn’t have wished
for anyone more professional and genuinely supportive.
Both myself and my son are so aware of how different
things would have been if he hadn’t expressed interest
in the school all those years ago and we hadn’t applied
for a bursary. It’s wonderful to know that other pupils that
show an aptitude for learning who otherwise could not
afford full fees, will also benefit in the same way.
18

Former Parent

Supporting Nottingham
High School’s Bursary Fund
Each and every donation, large or small which we receive will have
a lasting impact on the School. With your generous support we will
be able to grow the Bursary Fund and offer more children the
opportunity of a High School education.
Nottingham High School is a registered charity (no.1104251) which allows supporters to increase the value
of their donations to the school by 25% through the Gift Aid scheme.
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There are three main ways that
you can donate to the School
Regular Giving

Single Gift

Regular giving is a valuable source of income for the School. It
enables us to plan for the future whilst ensuring the Bursary Fund
remains accessible to local children. Gifts can be given monthly,
quarterly and annually over a period of time to suit you. The
collective gifts of supporters are combined to provide an important
revenue into the Bursary fund.

If you feel that regular giving is not for you but would still like to
support the Nottingham High School Bursary Fund you may give a
single one-off gift. These like all of our gifts will be gratefully received.

Monthly
Amount
(£)

Monthly
amount with
Gift Aid (£)

Cost of
donation
to 40%
taxpayer (£)

Annual Gift
to NHS with
Gift Aid (£)

15.00

18.75

11.25

225.00

30.00

37.50

22.50

450.00

50.00

62.50

37.50

750.00

75.00

93.75

56.25

1,125.00

100.00

125.00

75.00

1,500.00

250.00

312.50

187.50

3,750.00

Legacies
Nottingham High School will always need the support of its
community. Remembering the School in your Will is a simple way
to show your support in a way that may not be possible in a lifetime.
The School acknowledges making a legacy is a very private matter,
but it really helps to know what our supporters are planning. It is also
a real pleasure to be able to recognise your intentions in your lifetime
and discuss with you personally how your gift will benefit the School.

Making a donation is easy
Call
0115 8452285
to donate over
the phone

If you would like to
make a single gift
or regular donation,
please complete
the form online

Post your
donations to the
address below

Call our office to
discuss how to
leave a gift in your
will or visit the
website below

Please feel free to contact a member of our Development Office
Nottingham High School, The Development Office, Waverley Mount, Nottingham, NG7 4ED
0115 8452285 • development@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

www.nottinghamhigh.co.uk/community/old-nottinghamians

