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Welcome

The autumn term was an 
exciting time for all of us 
here. In September the first 
girls joined both the Sixth 
Form and the Infant School, 
and I am delighted to report 
that so far everything has 
gone incredibly well. Not 
only did we recruit more 
girls than even our most 
ambitious plans allowed for, 
it has also all felt completely 
natural very quickly. 

Parents of boys and girls 
alike have appreciated the 
planning that went into  
this project and the new 
Lower Sixth girls & boys 
have made a very positive 
start to the School year in 
every way. Boys and girls  
are now fully integrated  
into a wide range of activities, 
and teachers have reported 

the establishment of a very 
positive working atmosphere 
in the classrooms.  
We marked our move to  
co-education by inviting  
Olympic Skeleton racer  
Lizzy Yarnold to present  
the prizes at Speech Day, 
and you can read more about 
this in the pages that follow. 

We are always delighted to 
welcome our alumni back  
to the School and on  
5 September we celebrated 
one hundred years of School 
rugby with a fantastic match 
and dinner. It was a splendid 
event attracting many  
generations of rugby players 
and was very much enjoyed 
by all those able to be there. 
We hope that you too  
can join us at one of our 
events soon. Alternatively, 

do come and visit us at 
school. There is always a 
good lunch available and  
a chance to have a short 
guided tour from one of  
the Development Team. 

Finally, please do send us 
your own news for future  
editions of this magazine  
and the e-newsletter. We’re  
always interested to hear 
what you’ve been up to, and  
I know that other alumni  
will be interested too!

Best Wishes

Kevin Fear (Headmaster)

Welcome to the first Alumni magazine produced by our new  
Development Team of Andy Shields, Development Director,  
Kamala Newton, Alumni Relations and Events Officer and  
Deborah Penney, Development Assistant. 
The Development Team looks after our alumni as well as all  
former staff, no matter where you are in the world. 
We are keen to stay in touch with you all and to share with you 
news from around the school and from other Nottinghamians, 
so if you have some interesting news or photos you’d like  
to share with us, please do get in touch.

From left; Andy, Kamala and Deborah 

Andy Shields shields.a@nottinghamhigh.co.uk  
Kamala Newton newton.ka@nottinghamhigh.co.uk  
Deborah Penney penney.d@nottinghamhigh.co.uk



Our roving reporter 
Kamala Newton 
tracked down some 
of our new Sixth 
Form girls. 

Here’s the result  
of her first interview, 
with Alice Davies. 

I was ready for a challenge 
and a change as I was  
heading into my sixth  
form years and I felt like 
a mixed environment was 
more reflective of what I 
am going to experience in 
university and working life 
and so I was keen to step 
into it sooner rather than 
later. Also, living in West 
Bridgford enabled travel 
to and from school easy 
and so would give me a lot 
more flexibility than what  
I had at my old school.  
Finally, my chosen  
subjects have a great track 
record at the High School 
which made my decision 
even easier.

I am really enjoying the 
change and love the  
independence and freedom 
that NHS offers. I was very 
happy at Loughborough  
but pleased I made the  
bold move to experience 
something different. 

The best thing so far  
has been the new people 
that I have met and the 
friendships that I have 
formed so quickly, all of 
this was down to the way 
we were made to feel  
welcome by everyone from 
the outset. Also, I have 
loved getting involved in 
everything that the school 
has to offer from being  
involved in sport to  
participating in house 
verse speaking. I have  
particularly enjoyed being 
part of the first girls  
competing competitively 
for the school and feel 
excited and confident that 
there will be lots of winning 
teams in years to come.

The transition from GCSEs 
to A-levels has been a  
definite step up and I have 
had to make sure to keep 
up to date with all my work 
and learn to manage my 
time a lot more effectively.

My favourite subject is  
Economics. I loved the 
fact that we started from 
scratch and that everybody 
was in exactly the same 
place and I find it very  
interesting as it is totally 
related to everyday life.

The sixth form centre is 
a great place to switch off 
from work when you need 

to as it is very sociable and 
you are surrounded by your 
friends. However, it is also 
a great place to get some 
work done as you have  
support from others and 
when everyone else is 
working with you, it makes 
it a lot easier.

I’ve played netball out of 
school from a young age 
for Cliftonettes netball club 
which has helped get lots 
of practice in. I also work  
at Escabeche in West  
Bridgford which is hard 
work and good fun and 
gives me some spending 
money to treat myself.

When I leave NHS I would 
like to go to university.  
At the moment, I am keen 
on studying economics  
or business with finance.  
However, it is early days  
and I change my mind  
on a regular basis.

I would rather be known  
as an ‘old girl’ than an 
alumna as this sets us 
apart from the boys but  
is still in keeping with  
the tradition of ‘old boys’.

student 
profile

www.oldnottinghamians.co.uk
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school 
news

he Villiers Quartet 
(named after the 
street in London  

that connects the Strand  
to the Embankment) is  
pictured here with Year 11 
student, Oliver Hopkins- 
Burke. The internationally 
renowned quartet performed 
Borodin’s String Quartet 
No.2 in a free lunchtime  
recital on Friday 9 October, 
to mark the beginning of a 
pioneering three year-long 
partnership with the  
High School. 

During their three years with 
us, they will be encouraging 
the development of string  
playing across all three parts

of the school as well as  
coaching chamber ensembles, 
offering masterclasses and 
involving themselves in  
developing the cultural  
life of the school. 

Their appearance in the  
Recital Hall, introduced by 
Director of Music Stefan 
Reid, included a surprise  
encore: the first performance 
of a beautifully moving 
string quartet, written by  
Oliver (centre). 

From left; James Dickenson 
(violin 1), Tamaki Higashi 
(violin 2), Oliver Hopkins- 
Burke, Nick Stringfellow 
(cello) and Carmen Flores.

ongratulations  
go to Sanjay Puri 
(2008-15), winner  

of the first ever Triumph 
Design Award. Sanjay’s  
A2 DT Fall Detector can be 
installed in the bathroom 
floors of nursing homes  
enabling elderly residents to 
raise the alarm automatically 
if they suffer a fall. Sanjay  
received numerous  
commendations from the 
judges and was presented 
with a cheque for £500. He 
will be given the opportunity 
to undertake two weeks paid 
work experience at Triumph, 
working alongside designers 
and engineers. Sanjay  
is currently putting his  
project idea into production, 
with some interest from  
the industry.

his year’s  
Speech Day fell  
on Thursday  

10th September. 

We had a fantastic 
evening of well-judged  
and informative speeches 
by current pupils,  
interspersed with a  
musical fanfare, brass  
ensemble and a solo  
percussion piece by  
ON Nathaniel Cox  
(2008–2015). 
Our guest speaker was 
Lizzy Yarnold MBE, the 
British skeleton racer 
who is currently  
European, World and 
Olympic Champion. 

T C



News from in and around the  
High School community...

October  
Andrew McMurchy and 
wife Barbara celebrated 
their Platinum (70th) 
wedding anniversary.  
Andrew was Head of  
German in the 60s and  
70s and for many years  
CO of the CCF. Andrew 
also celebrated his 95th 
birthday on Tuesday  
6th October.

25th September  
John Dale (ON 1945-52),  
of Tugby in Leicestershire, 
celebrated his 80th birthday 
in fine style with this  
magnificent cake presented 
by daughter, Louise.

8th November  
Starting at St Mary’s 
Church, our forces 
marched through  
Nottingham on  
Remembrance Sunday. 
Our next Annual CCF 
inspection day is on  
Saturday 19th March 2016, 
when all ONs are invited!

July  
A truck driver drove into 
the Grade Two listed 
pillar at the Forest Road 
entrance to the school 
yard. The pillar had to be 
completely dismantled 
and rebuilt, brick by brick. 
Temporary gates were  
installed during the  
summer holidays, whilst 
the work was done.

11th September  
Cycling’s Tour of Britain 
came to Nottingham. 
Mansfield Road was closed 
between Forest Road and 
the Goose Fair roundabout, 
as stage 2 of the tour came 
to a close at the Forest 
Recreation Ground,  
adjacent to the High 
School.

17th September 
Bill Oldham (ON 1944-54) 
hosted the hugely  
successful 119th Beeston 
Fields Lunch at Beeston 
Fields Golf Club,  
Nottingham. For more  
Beeston Fields Lunch 
dates see the Events  
Calendar.

22nd September
‘Not so old’ boys Sam 
Wheelhouse (21) and 
Simon Crowther (also 21) 
returned to the DT  
department recently.  
Both were stars of the 
Young Engineers Club 
whilst studying at the  
High School.

WE NEED YOU!
Please send us your 
birthday and anniversary 
announcements,  
photographs, comments 
& opinions. 

We want to fill this page 
with your news.

ON Bill Payne (1943-49) only 
took up rowing seriously 
after retiring, during a 
seventeen year ‘vet’ career 
he has won over 200 events; 
including 26 World gold 
medals, 29 National titles 
and 17 Henley medals. His 
most recent success came  
at the World Masters Regatta, 
Belgium, where he won the 
80+ Singles title. For the  
full feature go to: www. 
oldnottinghamians.co.uk 

Join us for lunch  
We’d like to welcome you 
back to school. Drop in 
sometime and have a  
delicious (we’re not  
joking!) school lunch  
with us on weekdays  
12-1pm during term time. 
Contact Kamala by email 
or phone.

Tour of Britain

John Dale 

Bil l Payne getting ready for his regular morning session on the River Trent

Send your news and pictures to Kamala!  
newton.ka@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

Goose Fair at night, October 2015

From left : Ben Thomas, Sam Wheel house, Paul Gray and Simon Crowther



On Saturday 5th September 
we celebrated 100 Years of 
Rugby at Nottingham High 
School. 

Our special centenary  
match attracted around  
300 spectators and saw an 
under 25s team beat the 
over 25s by 36 – 20. In the 
evening, an equally lively 
centenary dinner was  
attended by 100 guests aged 
from 18 to 93.

To mark the centenary,  
an award from the English 
Schools RFU recognising 
the quality of pitches at  
Valley Road, was received  
on behalf of the School by 
Head Groundsman Ian Jones.

 

 

100 
years

Rugby Centenary 
Match and Dinner

More photos of the day and our other events can be viewed at  
www.oldnottinghamians.co.uk 

Thank you for putting on such a successful 
event, it was great to catch up with many 
faces, old and new. Unfortunately I don’t 
think I’ll be available for the 200th  
anniversary match, however something 
every 25 years would be fantastic!
Christopher Brown, ON 2005–2012

Clockwise from bottom left: Old Boy Tony Ricks (1932-41) proudly wears his ON blazer. 
Clem Lee, Ian Jones and Martin Smith. From left: Clare Steen with Pete Boultby, Joseph 
‘Bungle’ Jackson, Matt Toms, Til Leccisotti and Matt Perkins.



Thursday 5th November 
2015 The Lansdowne Club  
in Mayfair, famous for its  
wonderful 1930s Art Deco 
style architecture, and for 
being the first London  
Club to admit women from 
its inception, was the  
prestigious venue for our  
ON London Dinner. Past  
and current members of  
the club include; Richard 
Dimbleby, Beryl Cook and 
Paul Smith, plus a good few 
Nottinghamians. 

Why not join us for one of 
our dinners in 2016? See our 
Events Calendar.

London Dinner 
More photos of the dinner and our other events can be viewed at  
www.oldnottinghamians.co.uk 

Clockwise from top: Group photo; John & Jennifer Stewart; Daniel Chung,  
James Applewhite and Josh Mills

Clockwise from top: James Farrell, David Morley, Simon Prest and Nick Greene; James 
Godrich, James Beardsmore, Charlie Lusty; James Caulfield, Will Scrimshaw, Daniel Coates, 
Cyrus Saihan and Andrew Parker; Paul Kenyon and Peter Moorhouse



www.oldnottinghamians.co.uk

Friday 2nd October 2015:  
ON Robin Macey (1972-79) 
of Nottingham & Derby  
Hot Air Balloon Club 
launched this fantastic hot 
air balloon from the School 
playground. He took some 
amazing pictures of the 
Goose Fair and the School. 
For more pictures visit www.
oldnottinghamians.co.uk 



Beeston Fields 
Lunch 
Thursday 21st January 
and Thursday 19th May 
2016
Beeston Fields Golf Club

Regular informal ON 
lunch in the picturesque 
surroundings of Beeston 
Fields Golf Club, Bramcote. 
For further information 
email ‘bill@thehollies.
co.uk’ or call 01664 820172.

ON Society Annual 
Dinner 
Friday 18th March 2016 

Trent Bridge Cricket Club

Our ON Society Annual 
Dinner 2016 is to be held in 
the Derek Randall Suite at 
Trent Bridge Cricket Club, 
Nottingham, on Friday 
18th March 2016 from  
7pm, with guest speaker  
Stephanie Sirr, Chief  
Executive of Nottingham 
Playhouse since 2001. 

CCF Inspection 
Day at the High 
School 
Saturday 19th March 2016

Come and see our troops 
put through their paces.

Summer Concert 
Wednesday 4th May 2016 
Albert Hall, Nottingham

Join us for the annual  
Summer Concert. 

Cambridge Dinner
Saturday 7th May 2016

We’d love you to join us at 
Jesus College Cambridge 
for our annual dinner, with 
special guest.

Founders Day 
Saturday 18th June 2016

Church service, cheese  
and ale. Join us for our 
annual church service and 
then back to school for 
cheese and ale. Why not 
take the opportunity to  
organise a reunion?  
Contact Kamala to arrange!

ON Golf Society 
Watch out for ON Golf  
Society events in 2016,  
including spring and  
autumn meetings for the 
Brooksby Trophy and  
the Pentecost Cup and 
a separate competition 
around Founder’s Day 
weekend for the 500th 
Anniversary Trophy. In 
addition, matches against 
Old Uppinghamians, Old 
Loughburians and the 
preliminary round of the 
Grafton Morrish Public 
Schools’ Trophy. For  
information contact Nigel 
Tamplin: nigel.tamplin@
btinternet.com

Nottinghamians 
Rugby Club 
Nottinghamians Rugby 
Club invites you to join 
them at one of their  
regular training sessions. 
For details contact  
Martin Wynne-Jones:  
martinjane@live.co.uk

Early Doors 
Everyone is welcome  
to join ON Julian Bower 
(1971-81) at The Bell Inn, 
Market Square, on the last 
Thursday of every month 
for this informal gathering.  
Contact Julian at:  
juliancbower1@sky.com

events 
calendar

For further information about events please see  
www.oldnottinghamians.co.uk
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Head of PE Martin 
Smith answers our 
questions and shows 
us his sensitive side.

How long have you worked 
at the school?

I started teaching in 1980, 
and joined NHS in 1990.  
This is my 26th year here.

What is your job title?  
What do you actually do?

I’m Head of Physical  
Education – I ensure the  
PE programme is in place, 
that fixtures are arranged, 
facilities are in good order, 
budgets are prepared and 
staff appointed.

What is your favourite  
part of your job?

Coaching the School teams.

What do you do in your 
spare time?

I watch sport – all sports;  
I cycle, travel and also enjoy 
gardening.

Tell us about your best  
moment at the school

Numerous high points come 
to mind – seeing 3 pupils win 
English Schools’ Athletics 
Titles, winning the National 
Badminton Finals 7 or 8 
years ago and reaching the 
Semi-Final of the Rosslyn 
Park National 7’s.

Who has been the school’s 
best sportsman during your 
time here?

Numerous – Andy Turner – 
Athletics and Rugby, Peter 
Dunn – Rugby and Cricket, 
David Smith – Rugby and 
Cricket, plus all other pupils 
who have tried really hard 
and given everything to the 
Schools’ Sports. 

What or who would you  
put into Room 101?

People that play music too 
loud to the annoyance of  
others – in cars – I hear  
them at traffic lights!

What is your favourite 
food?

Steak – medium well.

What is your favourite  
holiday destination?

I love Italy and the Lake  
District.

Tell us about your most  
embarrassing moment  
at school

Whilst demonstrating  
Gymnastics, I fell from  
a beam in the Old Gym.  
One of the pins was not  
in place! 

Q&A



all organised and led by  
senior pupils with no staff 
present. At the time, steam 
was only just giving way to 
diesel and often we would  
be returning in the evening, 
trying to pull in just one or  
two more visits, walking in  
darkness between rows of 
locomotives in steam, their 
fires being raked out in piles 
of glowing coals and ashes 
between the tracks. No risk 
assessments in those days!

I well remember having to 
wear the sign of Zorro in  
red chalk on my forehead  
one day to show that I had  
received a stroke of the  
slipper from Geography 
teacher, Robin Williams, for  
giving the wrong answer to 
a question. However, I now 
recall that SUNWACDDT 
gives the initial letters of all 
the rivers that flow into the 
Humber estuary.

Day-to-day discipline was  
in the hands of the 14  
prefects (see photograph –  
I am the 2nd from the left) – 
the dreaded Corpus  
Praefectorum. They were 
assisted by Privileged Sixth 
Formers – ‘The Privs’ – who 
could report you to the  
prefects for infringements of 
the school rules, by entering 
your name in the offences 
book held by the prefects.  
All sixth formers were  
allowed to dispense with 
their school caps and the 
nominated privs could also 
wear a light grey lounge suit  
with a special tie, instead  
of the blazer and usual tie. 
The 12 prefects had the  
additional option of wearing 
a dark grey lounge suit with 
a silvery morning tie. 

In the sixties, the prefects 
also had their own common 
room. I was once booked  
by a priv for eating, quote  
‘an iced confection while 
wearing school uniform’.  
I had to appear before the 
prefects and received lines 
as a punishment.

I don’t recall any teachers 
that were deliberately  
unpleasant, though many  
could be challenging. Some 
teachers arranged their  
pupils in class in the order 
of the most recent class list. 
In my first year I found Latin 
to be a novel experience 
and was often seated on the 
back row along with the rest 
of Tubby Hardwick’s ‘poop-
sticks’. Delivering a message 
to Ossie Lush was always 
a testing experience as he 
would insist that you gave 
the message in French in 
front of the class he  
happened to be teaching 
at the time. Mr Pitts’ extra 
maths homework was  
sometimes perplexing and 
it was only later that I found 
out that differential  
equations, divs, grads and 
curls were examples of  
university level calculus.

Several of my fondest  
memories are not directly  
related to the curriculum.  
In the sixth form general 
studies programme, one 
choice that was seen as  
a soft option was music  
appreciation but I have  
Kendrick Partington to 
thank for sowing the seeds 
of a lifetime love of classical 
music. I remember him  
telling us how, before being 
sent overseas as part of  
his National Service, he  
committed to memory the  
orchestral score of ‘Brigg 
Fair’ by Delius so he  
could play it back in his 
mind’s ear.

I wouldn’t presume to offer 
advice to any recent leavers. 
What I will say is that you 
may not realise it now, but 
the experiences and values 
that you take with you from 
NHS will underpin many 
aspects of your career and 
life and I am sure you will 
look back with many fond 
memories.

*Fives - a ball game similar to 
squash but played with bats or 
the hands (Collins Dictionary)

ON Reflections
Two ONs returned to the School recently. 
Grab yourself a cuppa and enjoy some  
of their memories.

www.oldnottinghamians.co.uk

Don Hustings 
ON 1958–1966

I attended the School from 
1958 until 1966. I was in 
Mellers’ House and my  
pastoral tutor was Ian (Fess) 
Parker. Like all the boys in 
the early years we played 
cricket in the summer and 
rugby in the winter with  
athletics in the spring. When 
the ground was too hard for 
rugby we had ‘cross-country’ 
runs, though these were 
actually along the streets 
from Valley Road pavilion 
up Hucknall Road, through 
Top Valley past the then 
High Pavement School, back 
down to the ring road and 
return to the pavilion.  

During the harsh winters  
of the sixties these runs were 
quite frequent so sometimes  
the route was reversed for 
the entertainment of the boys. 

Whichever route was  
followed, Geri Thomas and/
or Jeff Leach would suddenly 
appear at strategic points  
(I am sure from a car parked 
just round the corner)  
to make sure no one was 
enjoying a leisurely stroll. 
Freezing by the time we got 
back, the piping hot showers 
were a delight.

PE, usually with Chalky 
White was always in the 
gym and, boy, did he push 
us hard – especially during 
circuit training. One of the 
advantages of entering the  
sixth form was that one 

could choose what sport to 
follow and I enjoyed fives 
and weight training. I was 
sorry to see on my recent 
visit that the fives* courts no 
longer exist. Just for fun, we 
would sometimes substitute 
the leather-covered fives ball 
with a golf ball to increase  
its speed and improve our 
reactions and occasionally 
we would practise without 
gloves to harden our hands. 
To this day I have a wonky 
middle finger on my right 
hand and scar tissue on the 
knuckles of both hands from 
collisions with the walls.

I was an avid member of the 
Locomotive Society. Two or 
three times a year the club 
would go on bus tours of  
locomotive sheds and works, 

Don Hustings and his wife



Rev C H ‘Charlie’ Stevens 
taught Geography with 
great enthusiasm. He was 
a keen geologist and his 
classroom was full of 
rocks, fossils and other 
specimens. We delighted 
in playing with them.  
Charlie never seemed  
to mind; any interest in  
his subject was to be  
encouraged.

Alan Locke taught  
English. Young and  
enthusiastic, he  
enlivened his lessons 
with quotations from 
poems that weren’t 
on the syllabus. One 
boy in our class was a 
persistent chatterer. 
Mr Locke made him 

empty out the wicker  
wastepaper basket and put it 
on his head. When this failed 
to quieten him, he was made  
to empty out a cupboard, 
climb in and shut the door. 
We all found it hilarious, but 
I hate to think what would 
happen if a teacher did  
that today.

Paul ‘Taps’ Warsop taught 
Physics and General Science 
in his lab. He had the habit 
of fiddling constantly with 
the taps on the sinks as he 
talked, hence his nickname. 
He also had a verbal tic 
(Later when I was a teacher, 
I quickly learnt what mine 
was); he would repeatedly 
say “in fact”. We counted 
them, ticking his score  

off in our rough books. 
When he reached 50 “in 
facts” there was a murmur  
of appreciation at this  
landmark. In double Physics 
he reached a century.  
We all stood and applauded; 
he wasn’t impressed.

The Arboretum was out 
of bounds to junior boys 
(everything seemed to be out 
of bounds). As sixth formers  
and Deputy or House  
Prefects, we would patrol  
the Arboretum at lunch-
times, on the pretext of being 
on the lookout for ‘escapees’ 
who shouldn’t be there.  
In reality, it was an ideal  
opportunity to meet girls 
from across the road. 

The only woman teacher we 
ever saw was Mrs Barbara 
Edwards, seconded from the 
Girls High School to teach 
Economics when Mr A N S 
‘Stan’ Thompson was ill.  
I suspect she was equally  
unused to sharing a  
classroom with sixth form 
boys. It made for an  
interesting term. 

How times have changed…

ON
For the full version of John’s memoirs visit our website  
www.oldnottinghamians.co.uk

John Rickett  
ON 1958–69

Prep School
It is fifty seven years since 
I first entered Nottingham 
High School (NHS)  
Preparatory School as an 
eight year old in September 
1958. Despite the passage 
of time, some memories are 
still vivid and sharp. Perhaps 
my reflections will remind 
some of my contemporaries 
and encourage them to  
do likewise. 

Inevitably much has 
changed in the 45 years 
since my last visit, but much 
was still familiar, including 
the draughty windows and 
crumbling stonework in the 
old Quad. 

In the winter, seats close  
to the radiators were always 
much sought after and we 
used to force papier mache 
into the gaps to keep out  
the cold. 

We were always addressed 
by our surnames, so we  
referred to each other by  
our surnames, which were 
either shortened or distorted 
into nicknames. We hardly 
ever used first names, and 
only for close friends. No-one 
from my old school had ever 
gone to NHS. I soon realised 
from my journeys to school 
that hardly anyone from my  
neighbourhood went there 

either. My earliest memories 
are of being in a crowded 
place, yet alone. 

The Staff
Strangely I can still remember 
most of the teachers in the 
Preparatory School. John 
‘Beaky’ Allen was the Head; 
Miss Reynolds and Miss 
Martin were C Form (first 
year) mistresses; Mr R A 
Clarke and Mr Walker (Bill) 
were the A Form masters.

One clear memory of my 
Prep School days is standing 
outside Beaky’s study  
awaiting punishment along 
with several other miscreants. 
I can’t remember what for; 
except that I’m sure I wasn’t 
guilty. We were given a  
de-merit and detention. At 
the time it felt devastating.  
A de-merit (or ‘Stripe’) was  
a green piece of paper  
detailing your failing, 
whilst a merit (or ‘Star’), 
was a pink piece of paper. 

I think in time I got about  
as many Stars as Stripes,  
so perhaps they cancelled 
each other out. 

The Headmaster was  
K R Imeson (‘the Duke’).  
He was an imposing figure, 
and meeting him face-to-
face was unlikely to be a 
pleasant experience. 

My abiding image of him is 
either sweeping down the 
main corridor from his office 
to the Staff room or entering 

the Founder Hall for morning 
assembly, gown flowing and 
mortar board under his arm. 
If you saw him coming, you 
dived into the nearest  
classroom or down a  
convenient staircase. Years 
later as a School Prefect  
I saw him as a very different 
figure; kindly and amusing.

Deputy Head was Dr A W 
Thomas (‘Adam’). He also 
taught History, his passion 
being Ancient History and 
the Middle East. He would 
show us slides from his trips 
to Egypt, Jordan, Palestine, 
Israel etc. This was a treat 
for us, and far preferable to 
taking notes.

Reflections



We’d like to pay our  
respects to the following 
Old Boys, who sadly 
passed away in 2015. 

John Ackroyd (1932-1937) 
John Ashwell (1936-1942) 
Stan Booton (1936-1943)
A E Clarke (1944-1949)
Professor Oliver Furley 
(1936-1946) 
John Hine (1947-1952) 
Brian Howard (1944-1949) 
Will Joss (1974-1984) 
John Shaw (1947-1954) 

Norman (Stan) Thompson
Former Head of Economics 
& Politics
Norman (Stan) Thompson 
passed away on 9th August 
2015 aged 97. Norman joined 
Nottingham High School  
as Economics Master in  
January 1956, becoming 
Leader of the Senior Scouts 
(later the Venture Scouts) 
and starting the Duke of  
Edinburgh Award Scheme 
with the Venture Scouts 
(now Explorer Scouts) in  
the late 1950s. From 1969 to 
1980 he was GSL of the 34th  
Nottingham Scout Group. 

Following his retirement  
in 1980, Norman continued 
to assist with D of E for a  
further 12 years, introducing 
many scouts and staff to  
the Scottish Mountains.  
He was married to Liz and 
their sons, Mark, Simon, 
Hugh and Andrew were all 
pupils at the School. 

Martin ‘Freddie’ Jones
Teacher of Mathematics, 
Cooper’s Housemaster  
& School Counsellor
Martin, who sadly passed 
away on Wednesday 16th  
September, had worked  
at the High School for a  
remarkable 49 years, retiring 
at the end of the last Summer 
Term. In recent years he was 
the School’s Counsellor and 
prior to that he was a Maths 
teacher, Housemaster of 
Cooper’s, and responsible  
for numerous trips and  
expeditions for CCF and  
D of E.

Everyone recognised  
Martin’s passion for the 
High School and above-all 
his human qualities of 
friendship, empathy and  
integrity. Following his 
death, the School flag flew  
at half-mast and a one  
minute silence was observed 
in assembly. Martin will  
be hugely missed by all  
of us in the School and 
ON community and our 
thoughts are with his wife 
Shirley, daughters Sarah 
and Cathy, and all of his 
family.

For the full version of  
Martin’s obituary please go 
to www.oldnottinghamians.
co.uk 

Alan R Hurley 
ON Alan Hurley (1942-1948) 
passed away on the 13th  
September 2015. Whilst  
at school, Alan was a  
Prefect and Captain of  
Maples’ House, later joining 
a Nottingham firm of  
solicitors and rising to  
senior partner. 

In retirement he lived in  
Clun, in beautiful countryside 
near the Welsh border.  
He was active in community 
and charity work there, and 
wrote about local history. 
His chapter From Saxon to 
Norman Rule in The Gale 
of Life for the South-West 
Shropshire Historical & 
Archaeological Society is a 
remarkably well-researched 
study. He married the late 
Elizabeth Redgate in 1956, 
and they had four daughters. 
In 1976 he married Janet, 
who survives him 

Rob Howard  
Former Geography teacher
Rob was at the school from 
1978-1984, during which 
time he spent three years 
(1978-1981) as an Assistant 
Scout Leader with Mr Dennis 
Usher. Recently, he was 
Head of Geography at King 
Henry’s in Warwick, but lost 
his battle with cancer on the 
30th July 2015. He died at the 
Myton Hospice with his wife 
Heather and his family by 
his bedside.

Sadly missed
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Thank you
to everyone who supported our  
Bursary fund in 2015; thanks  
for helping us make a difference! 


