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Welcome to the 2019 winter 
edition of the ON magazine, 
keeping you up to date with 
news and events from within 
the School and the wider 
ON community.

In this edition we feature a ‘Masterclass 
from a MasterChef’ when ON Laurence 
Henry (ON 2004-2010) came to officially 
open the new Food and Nutrition 
classroom; we hear about the successful 
career in Dubai of Alastair Holland 
(ON 1985-1992) and his memories of 
Nottingham High School and Richard 
Brooksbank (ON 1936-1943) recounts 
his time at the School during WWII.

For those of you, who are celebrating 40 and 50 years since you left School, why not join us 
at one of the anniversary reunions taking place (See page 9).  We would also like to invite our 
ON community, young and old, to join us at one of the many events we are holding over the 
forthcoming year which are listed in our Events Calendar on page 32. 

If you are reading this ON magazine because it has been passed to you by your parents or 
a fellow ON, please send us your up to date postal address and / or email and we will ensure 
you receive future editions directly.

Kamala Newton
Manager of Development & Events
newton.ka@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

Deborah Penney
Development Officer
penney.d@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

Raj Taak
Alumni Relations and Events Coordinator
taak.r@nottinghamhigh.co.uk 

Welcome 
I am delighted to announce that we have 
recently been left a very substantial legacy 
of over £1.5 million by an ON which will 
make a substantial difference to the School.  
This is the second such legacy in recent 
years and shows the value that the School’s 
fundraising brings to future generations of 
High School pupils.  A good number of ONs 
do donate in this way and their support is 
very much appreciated, all the more so in 
these difficult political and financial times.  
If any of you would like to find out how to 
support the school through a legacy please 
do contact the Development Office.  

At Speech Day in September we launched 
a new initiative.  There are many serious 
potential financial pressures looming on 
the horizon for schools such as ours.  
There is the potential for the loss of 
business rate relief and it is Labour Party 
policy to introduce VAT on School fees.  
There is also the threat of further rises to 
the contributions that the School has to 
pay towards teachers’ pensions.

As a school we have to plan for these 
eventualities and we are very, very aware 
that the answer cannot be to raise fees 
even higher year after year.  With this in 
mind we are now seriously looking at a 
new major project for the School and we 
are now planning to open branches of the 
High School overseas.  We have an 

enviable track record of educational 
excellence, and a deep and rich history, 
that has currency in the wider world.  
There is high demand for British schools 
and pedagogy in many parts of the world, 
both from expatriate and local populations.

Partnerships with investors could bring 
income streams that will help us to control 
fee increases better as costs rise, advance 
our programme of capital works, and 
provide more bursaries. 

It is early days yet though.  No decisions 
have yet been made on potential locations 
of such projects.  Our goal is to increase 
the income of the school for the benefit of 
children in Nottingham as well as providing 
excellent quality education in another part 
of the world. 

Finally, it remains my desire that relations 
between the School and the ON Society 
are repaired and that we can work 
together to serve the interests both of the 
School and of the ON Society.
The School has invested heavily in its 
development department and many ONs 
all over the world regularly praise the 
quality of the output from this office and 
appreciate the opportunities that the 
School’s events bring.  

I recently extended an invitation for 
the new President of the ON Society, 
Robert Wood (ON 1971-1981), to meet  
with me so that we can explore how we 
might finally resolve the difficulties that 
have made relations so difficult in recent 
years.  The School wants the Society to  
be able to retain its independence whilst 
being supportive of the School’s wider 
aims in these challenging political and 
economic times.  

There is a clear route through to this if the 
Society is prepared to look forward rather 
than backwards and seeks to find ways to 
support the School as its objectives lay 
out.  I hope that by meeting with the new 
President a way forward can be found. 

I wish all of you a very Happy Christmas; 
why not make it a New Year’s Resolution to 
come back to School to visit us! 

Kevin Fear - Headmaster

Dear Old Nottinghamian, I am delighted to report that the 
School is thriving at present.  Last weekend for the third year 
in a row we were named by the Sunday Times as the top 
Independent School in the East Midlands and this past summer 
again saw some excellent examination results.  We currently have 
more pupils enrolled than at any time in the School’s history and 
as a business we have created a healthy surplus for the past four 
years which we are able to invest back into the School.  
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Speech Day
Nottingham High School held Speech Day at the Royal Concert 
Hall on Thursday 5th September. The atmosphere was truly special as we welcomed  
all senior school students, staff, parents and governors to celebrate the achievements  
of so many. Our Headmaster Mr Fear congratulated all students on their  
outstanding efforts; from music, sports, academic achievements and more! 

The School also welcomed guest speaker 
and Former School Governor, Professor 
Sir Terence Stephenson. It was 
truly special to learn of his seven 
pillars to succcess, he was an 
inspiration to all who attended. 
 
Sir Terence kindly gave an 
interview which can be 
found on the next page.

Please see the School’s 
Flickr site for more 
photos: https://www.
flickr.com/photos/
nottshigh/albums

Professor Sir Terence Stephenson 
Bio: Professor Sir Terence Stephenson is Nuffield Professor of 
Child Heath at the Institute of Child Health, University College 
London and Co-Director of the Children’s Policy Research Unit.
Professor Stephenson was previously Chair of the GMC, Chair 
of the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges and President of the 
Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health.

He has been elected an honorary Fellow of ten colleges or 
academics, in the UK, Ireland, Hong Kong and Australia and was 
knighted in the 2018 New Year Honours for services to Healthcare 
and Children’s Health Services. He is an honorary consultant 
paediatrician at UCL Hospital and Great Ormond Street Hospital 
London and has co-authored seven textbooks and published 
over 275 peer reviewed papers, editorials and chapters.

What’s your relationship to Nottingham to High School?   
My son attended the High School and subsequently I 
became a Governor. 

Can you tell us about the journey of your career and how 
you got to where you are now? After qualifying as a doctor,  
I knew I wanted to teach and do research in a university setting 
as well as practising medicine. Other than that early decision, 
I have not really planned my career since but I am fortunate 
that opportunities have arisen. I chose to specialise in 
paediatrics a couple of years after graduating and secured 
a 4 year university lectureship at Nottingham University in 
1986. I ended up staying 22 years, eventually becoming 
a Professor and Dean of the Medical School. In 2009 I 
moved to University College London and since then have 
also been elected or appointed to the roles of President 
of the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, 
Chair of the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges and 
Chair of the GMC. 
 
What’s your favorite memory from secondary  
school?  Playing rugby. I was never the most talented 
player but I enjoyed the camaraderie and the taking part 
in team sports.  
 
 

Who inspired you when you were growing up?  My oldest 
brother. He was the first member of our family ever to attend 
university.  
 
Who inspires you now?  I have recently visited an 
archeological dig with injured military veterans. One young 
man had lost both legs, an eye and a thumb in an explosion. 
His rehabilitation has taken 6 years and his hard work and 
upbeat attitude is an inspiration to us all. 
 
Did you always aspire to be in medicine?  No. Originally I 
was going to study engineering at university. However, after 
watching a TV program called MASH at the age of 17 in the 
summer between 6th form and upper 6th, I changed my mind 
and decided to apply for medicine. 
 
Throughout your successful career, what has been your 
proudest moment?  Being elected President of the Royal 
College of Paediatrics and Child Health by my peers. 

What advice would you have given 
yourself at School and after you left 

School?  Take your time to make 
decisions. Don’t rush unless you 

have to. As Antonio Machado 
wrote - ‘There is no road, the 
road is made by walking.’  
What I mean by that is there 
may not be an immediate and 
obvious career path. You have 
to be aware that opportunities 
may arise that might lead you 
in directions you didn’t expect 
or sometimes nowhere. And 
that the world turns regardless 

and although you may only make 
a tiny difference, it is important 

to stay true to yourself and 
keep going forward.
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Laurence spent the day 
inspiring the students with his 
culinary skills and showing 
them how to make some of 
his own recipes.  During the 
lunchtime club, students made 
pancakes with varying results 
(!) and in the afternoon twelve 

Year 11 students took 
part in a MasterChef 
challenge. Their dishes 
included pan roast 
white cod with crushed 
potatoes and an Asian 
spiced bisque and for 
dessert a strawberry & 
chocolate torte. 

“Despite it being one of 
the most stressful and time pressured things we have ever done, 
everyone had an amazing experience. Having a MasterChef: The 
Professionals winner taste your food was certainly a privilege” 
Year 11 participant. 

Staff were also given a demonstration and tasting of a clotted 
cream parfait after School. 

 
We were delighted 
to welcome local 
press to the event. 
We appeared on 
East Midlands 
Today, in the 
Nottingham Post, 
on BBC Radio 
Nottingham 
and on Notts TV. 

Please see the School’s 
Flickr site for more photos: 
https://www.flickr.com/
photos/nottshigh/albums 

We hope to 
welcome Laurence back again soon!

You can follow Laurence Henry on Twitter and Instagram: @chef_laurence

RecipesOpening of the new 
Food & Nutrition Classroom
Winner of MasterChef: The Professionals Laurence Henry 
(ON 2004-2010) came back to School on 10th September 
to officially open our new Food & Nutrition Room. 

Asian Spiced Bisque 
Ingredients 
500g Crab bones (Broken down into small pieces) 

2 shallots 
2 sticks lemongrass 
100g ginger 
3 cloves garlic 
2 red chilies 
2 lime leaves 
½ bunch coriander 
1 tsp tomato paste 
50ml brandy 
2 tomatoes 
500ml white chicken stock 
200ml coconut milk 
Juice of 1 lime 
Light soy sauce to taste 

Method 
• Roast the bones in a little oil in a heavy bottomed pan 

• In a food processor, make a paste with the broken shallot, 

garlic, ginger, chili, lemongrass & lime leaf 

• Add into the pan with the bones and roast well until the raw 

flavour has gone  
• Add the tomato paste and cook for a couple of minutes 

• Add in the brandy and flambé  
• Roughly chop the fresh tomatoes and add to the pan with the 

stalks of the coriander (keeping the leaves for later) 

• Top up with white chicken stock and leave to simmer for 1 hour 

• Pass through a sieve to remove all bones leaving only the stock 

• Add in the coconut milk and reduce to a sauce like consistency 

• Season with lime juice and soy sauce 

Pan Roast Cod 
Ingredients 
120g White cod fillet skin on Vegetable oil 
½ lemon 
Knob of butter  
Salt & pepper 

Method 
• Season the fish with table salt • Lightly oil a non-stick frying pan • Place the fish skin side down in the pan over a medium heat • Cook for 2-3 minutes until the skin is golden brown & crispy • Carefully turn and cook for a further 2-3 minutes depending on the thickness • Add a knob of butter to the pan & lightly baste the fish 

• Finish with a squeeze of lemon juice and remove from the pan • The fish is cooked with the flesh is opaque, to check use a metal skewer, it should go through the fish with no resistance at all. 
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Each speaker was asked to talk for 10 minutes about their career, 
the qualifications and training required, what a typical working 
day might involve, what are the demands and rewards of their 
career and would they recommend their profession to anyone 
considering that particular area. The two evenings were attended 
by over 120 students and their parents and many took part in the 
question and answer session after each talk.

The first evening in October looked at careers in Science. A 
big thank you to Colin Mudd – Senior Biomedical Scientist, 
Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust, Carl Elston (ON 1982-
1990) – Director of Current Vehicle Quality, Aston Martin Lagonda 
Ltd, Alex Navarro (ON 1988-1996) - Consultant HPB and Major 
Trauma Surgeon, Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust and 
David Rudin (ON 1976-1983) – Dental Surgeon, Arnold Dental.

The second evening, in November, focused on careers in Business 
and we would like to thank Matt O’Grady (ON 1999-2006) – 
Barrister, St Mary’s Chambers, Gabe Currie (ON 1990-2001) 
– Senior Manager, PwC’s Cyber Security Consulting Team, and 
Ronnie Renton (a current parent), CEO, Mantic Entertainment.

If you would like to come back to school and share your 
experiences in your chosen career path with the current students 
at school, whether it be part of the careers evenings or a talk 
to a particular department, please do get in touch and email 
penney.d@nottinghamhigh.co.uk. We would love to hear from you.

Equinox24 is a 24-hour race 
around a mixed terrain 10k 
loop against the clock. 
The event is open to all abilities: entering to run solo or 
in a team of 2-8, whether you aim to win or just to take 
part, this race is exhilarating, testing and rewarding with 
a great atmosphere.

Taking part in September were Maples’ boys Will, Jeffrey, 
James and Vincent. They finished their 24 hour non-stop 
relay Equinox24 race with a staggering 250km covered 
between them; an outstanding effort from all four! 

The boys were raising money for Berega Hospital where 
Maples’ House are raising money for lifesaving jaundice 
monitors for neonatal babies amongst other projects in 
the hospital. 

Accessing 
Expertise

Maples’ boys 
complete Equinox24

This autumn saw two Year 11 careers talks in the Large Lecture Theatre  
(The former Art Room to some of you!) supported by ONs in various industries. 
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ON DINNERS
ON CAMBRIDGE DINNER 
We had record numbers at the Cambridge Dinner which took place 
on 19th October at St John’s College. St John’s was founded in 
1511 and is one of the largest Colleges in Cambridge. We had ONs 
from St John’s and other Cambridge Colleges as well as from the 
Midlands and Belgium! 

ON LONDON DINNER
Situated in the heart of Mayfair, the event took place on 15th 
November at the luxurious Lansdowne Club. Headmaster Kevin 
Fear, alongside Lisa Gritti (Deputy Head Pastoral) and Kamala 
welcomed over 60 Old Nottinghamians from a broad range of 
school leaving years.

The evening provided the perfect excuse to meet friends, network
with like-minded Old Nottinghamians and also enjoy and a 
delicious three course meal. The beautiful grade II listed building was 
truly stunning, with intricate-ceilings and fantastic attention to detail. 
It was even once owned by Department Store Mogul, Mr Harry 
Gordon Selfridge.

If you are thinking of booking your place for next year, please 
do contact us, we would love to hear from you. Email us on 
Development@nottinghamhigh.co.uk or call us on 0115 845 2285. 

Our regional dinners are always very relaxed so please come and 
join us at our next event near you. We have dinners in Birmingham, 
Newcastle and Leeds – please see our events calendar on page 32.

The School held a morning service in the Player Hall, which was 
dedicated to those who fought for our country. Wing Commander 
Ben Trapnell, MBE (ON 1989-1996), placed a wreath on behalf of 
all Old Nottinghamians as a mark of respect to our fallen ONs.

It is impossible to fully grasp 
the reality of such losses and 
to fully appreciate the holes 
that were left in families, 
communities and countries. 
This September saw the 80th 
year since the outbreak of the 
Second World War and during 
the Remembrance Assembly 

students commemorated the life of Arthur Reeson Johnson, who 
was a former Nottingham High School student.

Arthur was born on April 5th 1909 and he joined the school with 
his older brother John in 1919. Arthur would go on to become boy 
3996 on roll and would stay a student of our school until August 
1922. When Arthur first arrived at the High School in January 1919 
he went into Lower First Form B in the Preparatory Department, 
with Miss Prowde as his Form Master. He managed to finish top 
of his Form despite only being there for two of the three terms. 
It was obvious to all of his teachers that he had great academic 
potential. When war came, Arthur went into the army and sadly 
died aged 34 on 21st July 1943. 

On Sunday 10th November a service was held in market square at the 
Council House. Our current student Thomas, Year 11, was chosen to 
play the Last Post and Reveille in Market Square in remembrance of 
all those who fought in the War. We will never forget them.

Remembrance Service
On the 11th of November 2019, Nottingham High School fell silent in remembrance of 
those who lost their lives at war, including 228 members from our School community. 

This year’s fantastic cohort of students have proven themselves 
to be not just high achievers academically, but also impressive 
characters who excel in music, drama and on the sports fields 
too. We are all delighted that their results reflect their hard work. 
 
We are celebrating an excellent set of A Level results at 
Nottingham High School, with 55% of all passes at the highest 
A* and A grades.  A quite remarkable 40 students have gained 
3 A grades or better, and 21.4% of all passes were at the top 
grade of A*. With a 100% pass rate, this year’s cohort has 
excelled. All exams taken were passed; 96.2% of passes were 
at C or above, 84.34% at B or above. 11 students gained at least 
3 A* grades and 3 gained at least four A* grades. 

The vast majority of students at Nottingham High School have 
gained their first choice of university places. 
 
The GCSE results were also impressive. 51.9% of grades were 
secured at the equivalent of Grades 8 and 9, which is the School’s 
highest ever figure since GCSEs stopped being modular.

RESULTS SUCCESS

Photographs from the day can be found on Flickr: https://www.flickr.com/photos/nottshigh/albums
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On the 12th October, 50 Old Nottinghamians from the Class of 1969 gathered  
back at Nottingham High School. For many, it was the first time in 50 years! 

The Development Team, with the invaluable support of Mr Geri Thomas, took 
the group on a nostalgic tour and all attendees enjoyed a delicious lunch too.

Reunions
Save the dates
FORMER STAFF REUNION - 25th APRIL 2020
We would like to invite all former staff to the School’s Former Staff Reunion. The 
reunion will take place on Saturday 25th April 2020 at School and partners are also 
welcome to join. Free car parking will be available to all attendees.

Enjoy an alcoholic beverage on arrival, followed by a delicious two course hot 
buffet lunch, soft drinks, as well as a cash bar. The Development Team will also 
take attendees on a nostalgic tour of the School. The price per head for the 
experience is £20.00. 

CLASS OF 1973-1977 - 16th MAY 2020
Taking place on Saturday 16th May 2020, join your fellow former class colleagues 
and attend this heart-warming get-together. Please spread the word to other Class 
of ‘73-77 ONs that are in contact with you! Register your interest by contacting us 
via the email below.

CLASS OF 1980 REUNION - 13th JUNE 2020
On Saturday 13th June 2020 the School will be hosting the Class of 1980 Reunion. 
If you are from this year group and would like to celebrate 40 years since leaving 
the School, please email us. Mark Dillon (ON 1973-1980) and Simon Maxwell (ON 
1970-1980) are actively organising the reunion and have set up a Facebook page 
for you to join: https://www.facebook.com/ONs1980/. 

Please inform your classmates about the reunion, especially if you think that they 
are not receiving this ON Magazine or are not in touch with the School. 

CLASS OF 1970 REUNION -  
5th OR 12th SEPTEMBER 2020
This reunion will take place on either Saturday 5th September or Saturday 12th 
September 2020. If you are interested in attending please contact us with your 
preferred date via email. Paul Balen, Former Chair of Governors (ON 1960-1971) 
and Albert Willow (ON 1958-1970) will be forming a committee to find as many 
classmates as possible before the reunion next year. Please do support us by 
spreading the word! Please email us with your preferred date.

If you are interested in attending an event or have any other questions please 
contact the Development Team on Development@nottinghamhigh.co.uk . Any 
assistance that you can offer in helping us trace those now missing would be 
much appreciated.

More photographs from the day can be found via Flickr on: https://www.flickr.com/photos/nottshigh/albums

John Moore (ON 1962-1969)

Thank you all for organising the reunion. Thanks too, to John Cooper 

for his liaison work between the school and us 50 year on Old 

Nottinghamians. It was wonderful and entertaining to meet old class 

mates, fellow sports team members, and cadets again, including 

one friend I saw only this year. Good too to see Denis Usher and Geri 

Thomas still thriving. Perhaps there is some value in PE after all.

Geri Thomas 
(Former Staff 1958-1977  

and 1983-2000)
Congratulations to Kamala, Deborah and Raj 
on the success of Saturday’s 1969 Reunion. 
It was clear from all present that it had been 
much enjoyed and that they were pleased 
to be there. As usual, such gatherings take 
much work and detail to bring about and 

again you have all excelled.The Bio Booklet 
made available was well received and 

served a good purpose. Thank you for the 
unexpected opportunity of saying a few 
words to them at the start - very kind.

I spoke to every person before leaving and a 
number of the ladies said that they had inital 
doubts about coming but all so pleased to 

have done so. You should all feel well-pleased 
with the outcome - well done, again.

Peter Stafford (ON 1962-1968)  
       John Stafford (ON 1963-1969)
Thank you for the email. The photos were really good. 

After we read the individual name pins we remembered 
fellow invitees. They all looked very well. Very Best 

Wishes. Peter and John Stafford.

Dave Robson (ON 1962-1969)
This is just a brief note of thanks and appreciation to you all for the brilliant Class of 1969 Reunion on Saturday. It was great to meet up with people whom I had not seen at all in the intervening years, and a few with whom I have maintained contact. 
I really enjoyed the tour of the school with Geri Thomas, and it was good to talk to him and to Dennis Usher, who was my form-teacher in 65-66, and also my Scout Master! I really appreciate the effort of organisation which obviously went into the day, not to mention the high quality of the catering, which I was told represented the standard of meals which the pupils now enjoy – a marked contrast to the food which we were served back in the day, on the upper floor of the Founder Hall!  

Michael Hunting (ON 1963-1969)Dear Raj, Kamala and Deborah, Thank you all so much for organising such a pleasant day on Saturday. Jane and I enjoyed ourselves very much. You clearly put a great deal of planning into making it the success it was. Geri’s enthusiasm is absolutely brilliant... what a star!

Michael Brosch  
(ON 1962-1969)

Enjoyed it. Great afternoon. Please relay thanks to all involved especially Johnny Cooper. 

Simon Burrett
(ON 1965-1969)

We had a wonderful day on Saturday 

and everyone involved helped make 

the day informative, entertaining and 

thoroughly enjoyable. So a big thank you 
to all concerned.

Steve Shepherd (ON 1959-1969)
Many, many thanks to everyone involved in organising a great 
afternoon at NHS today. Particularly to the Development Team 

and please pass my thanks on to John Cooper and Geri Thomas. 
It was a very nostalgic time and everyone was so friendly.

Tony Hall  
(ON 1960-1969) 

Dear Raj, Thank you for organising the class of 1969 reunion, which was a most enjoyable and nostalgic experience for my wife and myself.
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VISIT FROM AMERICA!

Hamid Khalique (ON 2000-2007) came into school for a 

visit and tour. He was in Nottingham and wanted to show 

his girlfriend where he grew up and went to school. Hamid 

now lives and works in New York in a career in banking. 

We visited the library and bumped into teachers Simon 

Williams and Peter Cramp who both remembered Hamid. 

Hamid was also involved in music during his time here and 

so we went to visit the music department.

On Wednesday 2nd October, Richard Shillito (Dick) (ON 1951-1957) visited Nottingham High School to congratulate Year 9 student, Dillan for the best bowling figures in an individual game in 2019, achieving 6 for 6. Richard then presented the 7 for 0 Cup and mentioned that his personal best was 7 wickets for no runs at the Notts Association of Boys Clubs in Strelley; hence why he named the cup accordingly. 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY –  A BLAST FROM THE PAST!Back in July, the Design and Technology Department found Andrew Nowell’s (1996-2006) first DT project and it still works! Andrew said “I am very fond of Nottingham High School and incredibly grateful that they nurtured and supported my passion for engineering. 19 years later I’m still doing what I love with PitPatPet.”COMPLIMENTARY ACCESS  

TO OUR SWIMMING FACILITY

We offer free access to the swimming pool in the Founder 

Hall to ONs and former staff members on Saturday and 

Sundays from 11:00-13:00 (available during term time). 

These sessions are all lifeguarded by qualified Sixth Form 

students. Should you arrive for a session and a lifeguard 

is not be present, you cannot enter the pool. Car parking 

is available in the main School Yard. Please be aware that 

the pool will be closed on the following days:

CHRISTMAS CLOSURE 

Friday 20th December and re-opening  

on Tuesday 7th January 2020.

2020
Saturday 25th January – 11+ Entrance Exam

Saturday 28th March – CCF Inspection Day 

EASTER CLOSURE 
Saturday 13th June– Founders’ Day 

Saturday 4th July – Junior School Prize Giving & Sports Day

SUMMER CLOSURE 

Friday 24th July 2020 and will reopen  

on Thursday 3rd September 2020

KYLE LAM - AWARD WINNING  BRIDGE CUP PLAYER
On Monday 2nd September, Kyle Lam (2004-2011) and his team 
of bridge players took on the challenging BBC quiz show ‘Only 
Connect’. The team are playing against 3 Countdown champions 
for a place in the quarterfinals! 
Kyle has also represented the Cambridge University team on numerous occasions. He remains undefeated in the annual Varsity match against Oxford having won on 5 occasions and has won the Portland Bowl 3 years in a row.

Fresh from the Junior Squad, players Kyle Lam and Toby Nonnenmacher were joined by their non-bridge playing friend Isi Bogod, to form “The Suits”, a team name suggested by the 
producers of the show in a nod to the bridge players. Hosted by Victoria Coren Mitchell, the show consisted of a tournament-
type format in which teams competed by finding connections between seemingly unrelated clues. Search the link to find out 
more: https://www.ebu.co.uk/node/3528
Kyle mentions how his bridge career began when he started playing at the Bridge Club at Nottingham High School. It was not 
long before he became hooked to the game, trying to learn as 
much as possible and playing at every available opportunity. His first major partnership was formed with Simon Berry (ON 2003-2010) and together they joined the U20 squad in 2009. It 

was with Simon that he first represented England playing in the 
White House competition in Amsterdam. It was a steep learning 
curve but it only made Kyle hungry for more action. 



113 YEAR OVERDUE 

LIBRARY BOOK!
In September, we were contacted by someone 

on Twitter who found a library book belonging to 

Nottingham High School under the floorboards of 

their loft, whilst doing some renovations.

The book was lent out in January 1906 and as the 

house was built in 1905, it is thought that the book 

was lent to one of the first residents of the property.

On 12th July, Ben Thomas (Former Staff 1991-2019), 
Colin Sedgewick (ON 1970-1977) and Former Staff 
(1985-2019) and Ian Thorpe (Former Staff 1997-
2019) all retired from services at Nottingham High 
School. Adam Robbins (ON 2004-2011) commented 
on Twitter and mentioned the positive impact the trio 
have had on him, to this very day. credible!
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On Monday 16th September, Nick Cope  (ON 1975-1982) came to visit the  School, the first time in 37 years!
After leaving Nottingham High School Nick took a Foundation Course in Art and Design at Trent Polytechnic followed by a BA(Hons) in Fine Art at Sheffield City Polytechnic, Psalter Lane Art College in the 1980s, specializing then in video and media based work, and has continued to work with media ever since. He has an archive of personal creative and research work online at www.nickcopefilm.com.

Recently Nick has taken up the role of Programme Manager, Digital Film and Video within the School of Communication and Design at the Australian RMIT (Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology) University, Saigon Campus in Vietnam. This follows working as Head of Department, at Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University in Suzhou, China, and over twenty years teaching film, video and digital media production in the UK at Southampton Solent, Hull and Sunderland Universities.  
“It was really 
lovely to see 
all the changes 
since I was last 
inside the school 
in 1982! And so 
lovely to be able to 
see and recognise 
so much that was 
so familiar from 
my time enhanced 
by all the new 
developments which 
are in keeping with 
the original fabric of 
the buildings”.

CATHERINE GODDEN

In October Catherine Godden, the daughter of the late 

Kendrick Partington (Director of Music), visited the School to 

have a tour and look at the stone on Waverley Walkway which 

had been laid in memory of her father.  Catherine said “I was 

so impressed with how the school has expanded its facilities 

so imaginatively, while retaining a lot of the “old” school feeling 

I remember.  The memorial stone walkway is another lovely 

touch, uniting the old with the new.

I had a great time coming back to Nottingham and my 

Dad would definitely have approved of all the wonderful 

things going on in the Music Department!” 

During a visit to the library, we were also able to show 

her some photographs of her father.

This academic term, Hannah Wetton (ON 2016-2018), Benji Hopkin (ON 2011-2018) and Michael Fletcher (ON 2007-2018) came back to the School to talk to about their experiences at Oxford and Cambridge.Hannah is currently studying Geography at Cambridge; Benji is studying Chemistry at Oxford and Michael is studying Chemical Engineering at Cambridge.  Thank you to all three for taking the time to come and talk to the students.
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SECOND HAND UNIFORM 

SUCCESS - £820 RAISED  

IN AN HOUR!

The Development Office would like to 

express their deep thanks and appreciation 

to all of those who have supported the 

Schools recent Second Hand Uniform sales. 

On Friday 22nd November a grand total 

of £820 was raised in just over an hour! 

Similarly, on the 5th July £650 was raised, 

bringing in a grand total of £1470 for the 

Headmaster’s Fund which helps students to 

attend school visits, trips or similar activities 

where costs of such activities may prevent 

them joining in. 

Please continue to donate second hand 

uniform. All donation bags can be left with 

the receptionist at the main school.

Contact the Development Team with 

any further queries on Development@

nottinghamhigh.co.uk. Thank you.
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A VISIT FROM ROSS JACKSON (ON 2009-2016) 
On 13th September Ross Jackson (ON 2009-2016) 
visited Grahame Whitehead in the Modern Foreign Languages Department. A group of budding Year 10/11 linguists were treated to fantastic advice and guidance and had the opportunity to learn from Ross’ experiences with studying language at University. Ross mentioned how he is able to speak 

between 4-5 languages fluently; very impressive!He was then taken on a tour around School and was 
presented with a ‘Thank you’ gift bag from from the 
Development Office. Thanks for visiting us Ross!

WIMBLEDON SUCCESS

On the 6th August Simon Killips  

(ON 2004-2011) was part of the  

Army team that took part and won  

the inter-services championships at 

Wimbledon. Congratulations Simon!

Simon Killips (fifth from the left)

DAN LEWIS (ON 2001-2008) 

A VISIT FROM CHINA! 

On Friday 4th October, Dan Lewis (ON 2001-2008) and 

his colleagues from China (Crystal and Jennifer) visited 

the School for a nostalgic tour, showing particular interest 

in the White House where a lot of his lessons took place. 

Dan is now Vice Principal at a school in China and had 

not been back in just over a decade.

After visiting, Dan mentioned: “We have been in England 

for a week, but you have made us feel the most welcome 

here at this particular school”. 

PATRICK BAMFORD  

AND LAURENCE HENRY 

Patrick Bamford (ON 2004-2011) and 

Laurence Henry (ON 2004-2010) met in 

November at Restaurant Sat Bains! It is 

great to see our ONs keeping in touch! 

Richard Williams (ON 1958-1964) and Kenneth 

Clarke (ON 1951-1959) were both members of the 

School’s Jazz Society and this photo was taken 

in November at Broadcasting House where they 

were recording a discussion about the great Jazz 

saxophonist and composer Charlie Parker for a 

forthcoming edition of Radio 4’s Great Lives.

Mark Hallam (ON 1972-1982) and James Taylor (ON & Former School Captain 2003-2010) visited Nottingham High School on 3rd December. Both ONs work together in Edinburgh at Quilter Cheviot Investment Management and decided to fly in for their special walk down memory lane together. 
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THE BURSARY FUND
OLD NOTTINGHAMIAN ENGAGEMENT

2018-2019 
In 2018/19 the School had to turn away 20 bright children. These children excelled 

in the Entrance Assessment, however due to limited Bursary funding they were 
unable to accept their place at the School. It is clear that the chance to attend 
Nottingham High School would have been a life changing experience for them. 

We would like to increase the number of donors who can 
support the Bursary Fund. If you would like to play a part in 

changing a child’s life, please contact the Development Team:   

0115 845 2285
Development@nottinghamhigh.co.uk 

 For us, it would have been impossible to send our sons to 
Nottingham High School (NHS) without the aid of the bursary 
scheme. At the time of the application, I was a Ph.D student 
and my wife worked part-time. We knew well that NHS was a 
prestigious school, staffed by enthusiastic teachers and full of 
inspired students. We hoped that our sons would be able to join 
and thrive in this environment with their dreams nurtured. We 
were therefore very grateful to Mr Parker (previous Headmaster) 
and Mr Fear (current Headmaster) who gave this fantastic 
opportunity by accepting our sons as part of the bursary scheme.

 Our eldest went onto study Medicine and is currently working 
as a psychiatrist in London. The younger went onto study 
Economics at LSE and after graduation has taken further 
study at Cambridge to become a teacher. Both of them have 
undoubtedly been influenced and inspired by their time at NHS. 
As a result, they have chosen career paths where they are able 
to return the blessings they have received into the community 
and to those who are in need.

 Parent of Former Students

133
ONs who have 

attended an ON event

Bursary places 
offered

1535
Applicants passed the entrance 

assessment and interview

£5,000
Raised by Legacy Giving

25
Known ON 

legators

£1.1m
Bursary support expenditure 

20
Children turned away due 
to lack of Bursary funding 

No. Bursary 
applications

100 Members of Nottingham High Connect 
since its launch in February 2019

880

The Bursary 
Fund currently 
supports: 105 PUPILS 9

No. ON events held 
(including reunions)

£20,000
Raised by our regular donors

19
Members of ON 

community who have 
given a careers talk 

6
ON Visits 
to the School

ONs who are
regular donors

35
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Alastair Holland (ON 1985-1992)
An Englishman in Dubai

Arun Bhupal (ON 2011-2019)
During my time at school, I was an active member in the Biology-
Chemistry Society, 2nd XV rugby as well as leading the school’s 
Combined Cadet Force (CCF) as the Cadet Warrant Officer. I never thought I’d end up in the desert, although 

these days Dubai is a bustling cosmopolitan 
metropolis which boasts the world’s tallest 
building and the world’s largest international 
airport. Until 2008, when I moved to Dubai 
with my family, I had travelled a reasonably 
well-trodden path via Oxford, where I studied 
Law with German Law, and a City law firm, 
Ashurst (the only law firm mentioned in a 
Beatles song*), where I ended up spending a 
grand total of nineteen years (including nearly 
three years in Frankfurt). I moved to Dubai 
with Ashurst as I wanted a new challenge, to 
a city that was up and coming and where my 
skills as an English-qualified lawyer were in demand – English 
is the commercial lingua franca and English law the law of many 
business transactions. In 2016 I moved to an American law firm, 
Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle, where I continue to practise 
corporate law.

Working in the City and being involved in M&A and other 
corporate transactions meant precious little time for extra-
curricular activities, but I was able occasionally to indulge my 
passion for choral singing which was nurtured by Kendrick 
Partington at the School (and St. Peter’s, Nottingham), as well 
as by Steve Fairlie and David Woodhouse. Fortunately I’ve 
been able to continue my passion for singing in Dubai and 
will shortly be performing the tenor solo in Puccini’s Messa di 
Gloria with the Dubai Singers (conducted by a former chorister 
of Southwell Minister – it’s a small world in Dubai!), and making 
my Dubai Opera debut (albeit a very small solo…) in Handel’s 
Messiah. I did so much music at the School and remember 
vividly the performances of Vivaldi’s Gloria, Britten’s Ceremony 
of Carols and Rutter’s The Reluctant Dragon in the late 80s.

Participation in extra-curricular activities at the School created 
those enduring friendships of which my peer and good friend 
David Bugden spoke in a previous edition of this magazine: 
“friendships that have proved impervious to distance, time and 
neglect”, friendships that were forged on the rugby pitch, in the 

chamber choir, in a CCF canoe in the swimming 
pool, and (perhaps most memorably) in joint 
drama productions with NGHS (Fiddler on the Roof 
and The Crucible to name but two) and friendships 
that produced a best man, several ushers and 
two godfathers for my children (Nathan Pillow and 
Tim Sutton). Twenty-seven years after leaving the 
School a few of us regularly keep in touch using a 
WhatsApp group simply entitled “School Crowd”, 
and the wonders of modern technology (in the 
form of Facebook) mean that I can voyeuristically 
observe what at least 50% of my year are up to now 
(and what those pesky fifth formers are up to as well; 
they know who they are…).

My father (a former Governor of the School) managed to put me 
off medicine but I never thought I’d end up practising law. I always 
thought I’d end up in the diplomatic service like Simon Hosking 
(another ON in Dubai), especially with my passion for languages 

for which I must thank my teachers 
Chris Fitzhugh, Jane Stead and Jenny 
Elliott. German did end up featuring in 
my degree at Oxford (I was a guinea 
pig for the, at the time, ultra-modern 
course of Law with Law Studies in 
Europe) and I did spend nearly three 
years working in Frankfurt, so it 
wasn’t completely wasted and my 
son has just applied to study German 
and Arabic at UK universities (which 
makes me feel really quite old…) so it 
clearly burrowed its way into my DNA!

*Ashurst was formerly Ashurst Morris 
Crisp; Sir Frank Crisp, a heavyweight 

of the legal profession who drafted the contract for the cutting 
of the Cullinan diamond, was the subject of a song written by 
George Harrison, the Ballad of Sir Frankie Crisp. Harrison lived 
in Friar Park, a stately home formerly owned by Crisp.

At A-level I studied Biology, Physics and Maths achieving three 
A’s. Some of my highlights from school include the rugby tour to 
Canada/USA and many CCF camps around the United Kingdom 
and one in Cyprus.

Being faced with the decision towards the end of year 12 of 
what I wanted to do after school, I considered going straight 
to university - like almost all of my peers - however, the idea of 

working in industry beforehand 
appealed to me. After researching 
what options were available to me 
I discovered the ‘Year in Industry 
(YinI)’ scheme. 

The ‘Year in Industry (YinI)’ 
scheme allows post A level 
students to gain experience in 
an engineering company. I had 
support from both school and YinI 
to populate my CV and to ensure 
it was a strong application. By the 

start of year 13, YinI were already posting jobs.

I applied for jobs which I felt best fit me, and I received three 
interviews from: JSP- Europe’s leading manufacturer of 
personal safety equipment, Rolls-Royce Bristol - A leading 
Defence aerospace engine manufacturer, and Babcock Marine 
- The sole provider of Royal Naval Nuclear submarine and 
Type 23 Frigate refits in the United Kingdom. In my opinion 
my experience within the CCF was a distinct advantage while 
interviewing for defence companies.

I chose Babcock because it offered the best variety of 
experience. Rather than staying in the same job for the whole 
year, I will have the opportunity to move around different 

departments every 4 months. Babcock also stood out because it 
would allow me to work at Her Majesty’s Naval Base Devonport: 
making it possible for me to work on the refitting of Royal Naval 
ships and nuclear submarines.

Over the last few months I have been working within 
the Safety Engineering Group who provide Safety and 
Environmental Engineering support to the Engineering 
Design Department. Whilst working within the Group 
I have conducted surveys on type 23 Frigates, an 
Amphibious Assault Ship, and Landing Craft. I have 
also been on HMS Courageous, a cold war era 
nuclear submarine. I’ve learnt about specific 
ship and submarine systems and their core 
principles. However the most important skill 
I have learnt is teamwork and collaborative 
working within a large established team.

It is my responsibility to organise my next 
placements, also having good networking skills 
are fundamental to get the best placements within 
the company. I have already organised my next 
two placements, in the Mechanical Engineering 
Group and in Fleet Time Support; which 
conduct repairs on active Navy ships over a 
six week period.

 Next September I have a place to study 
Mechanical Engineering at Loughborough 
University. I am currently unsure what area 
of engineering I’d like to work in post degree. 
However I hope over this year, and after 
future summer placements within Babcock, 
this will become clearer.

W
H

E
R

E
 A

R
E

 T
H

E
Y

 N
O

W
?

20



W
H

E
R

E
 A

R
E

 T
H

E
Y

 N
O

W
?

22 23
W

H
E

R
E

 A
R

E
 T

H
E

Y
 N

O
W

?

I’m a 19 year old singer / 
song-writer from Nottingham 
and ex-pupil of Nottingham 
High School. 
My time spent at the school ended last summer after 
completion of my A-Level exams. Over the summer I 
had to make the important decision of whether or not  
I would be going to university in September of this year. 
Hopefully what follows will give you an understanding  
as to why I made the decision I chose to make.

In the midst of my exams, I entered a competition 
called Future Sound of Nottingham held at the 
prestigious Nottingham venue, Rock City. During this time I also 
found myself in a cyber-battle trying to get enough votes using 
an online voting system attempting to secure my position in the 
final of this competition. This would give me the opportunity 
to play on the main stage at Splendour.

Once I had completed my last exam, I had to throw myself into 
rehearsals in the build up to my performance held at Rock City 
for the Future Sound of Nottingham. My band consisting of my 
good friends Elliot, Tom and Laurie had the task of learning and 
assisting me in my arrangement of my songs ‘I Wanna Know’ 
and ‘Never Again’. After a few short rehearsals we were ready to 
perform just two weeks after my final exam. My main concern 
on the evening was how much support there would be for me 
as part of the voting consisted of how loud the audience would 
be on the night. However, the performance went well. I really 
enjoyed playing to such a large audience it was certainly a nice 
change of scenery from your stereotypical open mic! My aim 
for the evening was to provide an impactful performance in all 
three of my songs. One particular highlight was looking out 
into the crowd seeing my Mum balling her eyes out at my song 
‘Afternoon Tea’ (of which you can listen to yourself on both my 
Instagram and YouTube pages). 

The announcement of the FSN Champion was also a particularly 
emotional moment however, this time I found myself unable  
to hold back the tears! It was a very overwhelming finding out 

that I was going to be playing on the same stage as the chart 
topping sensation that is Rag’n’Bone man. 

Once the adrenaline from the night had depleted the main 
focus for the next two weeks was my Splendour performance. 
Obviously with limited time available it was vital that I was 
prepared for what was (and still is) the biggest performance of 
my short-lived “career” (still doesn’t sound right in my head). 
When the day did arrive, excitement/worrying had ruined 
the previous night’s sleep and I found myself stepping onto 
the stage before I even had a chance to think about it. The 
performance went very well, and I came off the stage not 
knowing what to think in all honesty. From this point on, I just 
wanted to enjoy the day and meet as many new people as I 
could (including the big man himself).

So with this experience under my belt, I made the fateful 
decision to defer from university giving myself a year to see how 
far I could get with my music. So far, there has been a slight 
struggle to get the ball rolling but, with a new garage studio and 
unlimited time to spend song-writing I am hopeful that things 
will start picking up for me soon, alongside the release of my 
debut single in January.

If you would like to follow my journey or listen to some of  
my music, head over to my social media. Instagram and  
Twitter: @remycb_music   Facebook: @remycbmusic

Remy Coulthard-Boardman (ON 2012-2019) Ella Moss (ON 2015-2017)
Ella attended Nottingham High School for her A Levels between 2015-2017. 
She studies Law with German Law at the University of Birmingham, spending 
her third year at the Freie Universität Berlin.

HOW WAS YOUR TIME AT 
THE SCHOOL?

As the first cohort of girls, 
we settled in quickly and 
were keen to leave our mark. 
I was a busy sixth-former, 
as Cooper’s House Captain, 
Debating Society chair and 
part of the Politics Society. 
I was also MD of my Young 
Enterprise group and 
completed my Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh Award.

I studied A level Economics, 
Politics and German to keep my options open. My 
passion for justice has been obvious since I was 
young so I knew law would interest me. I chose Law 
with German Law because I wanted to develop my 
German and thought it would be something different 
– I was right. With five students, it is safe to say that 
German law is probably Birmingham’s most niche 
undergraduate course.

HOW HAVE THE LAST THREE YEARS AT UNIVERSITY BEEN? 

My first year was honestly a shock; I had a lot of work and 
balancing this with social activities and the reality of living away 
from home was challenging.

I tried to get involved in more societies in second year, to meet 
new people and provide a welcome break. Birmingham has a 
society for almost everything; I have been involved in societies 
for Benchball, Yoga, Wine and the University Newspaper. Our 
law school also offers lots of opportunities so I have worked on 
a student-led enquiry and become a student mentor.

In contrast, foreign universities don’t have many societies, 
although I have enrolled onto aerial hoop, resulting in 
me being suspended from the ceiling while the German-
speaking instructor shouts at me… but it’s good fun and a 
way to make friends, albeit under unusual circumstances.

WHAT ARE YOUR FUTURE PLANS?

I’m pursuing a law career and have gained work experience 
in England and Germany. One thing I hadn’t considered 
was travelling back to the UK for interviews, which means 
fleeting visits and calling in favours for a spare bed.

DO YOU HAVE ANY ADVICE 
FOR YEAR 13’S CONSIDERING 
UNIVERSITY/ LAW/ A YEAR 
ABROAD?

Think hard about your course, and 
don’t take any decisions about 
university lightly; it isn’t for everyone. 
Try not to be persuaded by what 
people think you should be doing; 

parents and teachers can be a great sounding board, but it will 
be you doing the degree.

For those considering law, bear in mind that it’s a heavy 
workload and a completely new style of learning. No matter how 
organised you are, you will have late nights in the library. Most 
university libraries are open 24/7 – a blessing and a curse.

I can’t recommend a year abroad enough! Almost every course 
offers them. I’ve had amazing experiences and met people from 
across the world. University is a step into the unknown, but a 
year abroad is a leap. It’s out of my comfort zone but I wouldn’t 
have it any other way!
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Alex Holland (ON 1989-2000)
After studying Mathematics, 
Further Mathematics,  
Physics and Chemistry at 
A-Level it was a natural 
progression to study 
science at university. 

Fortunately, I gained a place at Imperial College London 
where I embarked upon a four years MSci Physics degree. 
As I approached the end of my degree, I was unsure which 
direction to take and so I focused on my final exams after which 
I would evaluate my career options. It was a particularly difficult 
decision to make for an indecisive person given the many career 
opportunities a Physics degree offers.

Whilst at university, in 2002, I began to commercialise my 
photography hobby, designing my own website and selling 
prints through an online gallery. There was no eureka moment, 
but I decided to further develop my photography for a year 
whilst I considered my long-term plans. After all, it was likely to 

be the only time I would be brave enough to do this since I was 
not relinquishing any salary. Within a few months I was fortunate 
to be given an exhibition at Imperial College, showcasing 
images of London, which led to my first significant order and 
gave me a morale boost. It was at this exhibition that my cousin 
commented my artwork would be well suited to corporate 
offices. On that advice it appears I based my future career! 

The first year passed extremely quickly and since business 
was improving throughout that period, I wanted to continue 
my photography for a further year. Fourteen years later I 
continue to enjoy the alternative career I carved out 
of my passion.

Whilst my entry into the art world was not conventional, after 
several years experimenting with publishing and stock libraries, 
I settled on a niche market which provides bespoke art of 
city photography to theme offices. Since many companies 
have several offices nationally and internationally, art of their 
office locations provides a popular and relevant theme. After 
photographing London extensively, I expanded my portfolios 
to European capitals and when I had become more established 
and received commissions, I travelled further afield to Asia and 
North America. I am privileged to be able to travel frequently 
and observe new cultures and cities, even if that does mean 
photographing through the night after a 16-hours journey or 
patiently waiting for six hours in sub-zero temperatures to get 
the shot or photographing from a helicopter without doors 
over New York. Still, however much you plan a photograph, 
sometimes it is just a case of being in the right place at the 
right time. Two of my favourite images were captured this way. 

The image of the Millennium 
Bridge in London presented 
itself when fog condensed on 
the glass panels at 1.00am 
and then quickly obscured St 
Paul’s Cathedral five minutes 
later. In Shanghai whilst on 
my way back to my hotel after 
sunrise, I was tempted into 
Starbucks. On finishing my 

coffee, I continued my journey and caught the sun peeking out 
from behind Oriental Pearl Tower, which I captured immediately. 
However, the majority of my images were the result of planning 
sunset times, studying weather conditions, working unsociable 
hours and having a lot of patience, but I prefer the stories 
behind the ‘surprises’. I am currently working on a self-imposed 
goal to photograph one hundred world business cities by 2022, 
at which point I hope it will be time to re-photograph some 
cities! For those interested, my work can be viewed on my 
website www.alexfineart.com and I would be very happy to 
hear from any ON.



In the Footsteps of the 
Valiant: The Lives and 
Deaths of the Forgotten 
Heroes of Nottingham High 
School (Vol.1).
This is the first volume of 
a series detailing the Old 
Nottinghamians of all ages 
who sacrificed their lives in 
the cause of freedom during 
the Second World War. After 
nearly five years of research, 
I have been able to add at 
least forty new names to 
the official casualty list. I 
have also uncovered details 
of the fates of almost all of 
these hundred and twenty 
casualties wherever they died, 
from Saskatchewan to Iran.   

This is not, however, a book just about death. 
I also tell the stories of their lives: their families, where 
they used to live and their years at school with Masters very 
different from those of today. You will discover their boyhood 
hobbies and their sporting triumphs, where they worked as 
young adults and the jobs they had. Most of all, you will find 
all the details of the conflicts they fought in and how they met 
their deaths, the details of which were completely unknown 
until I carried out my groundbreaking research.  And all this 
is spiced with countless tales of the living Nottingham of 
yesteryear, a city so different from that of today. 

No tale is left untold. No anecdote ignored.

Now available for purchase through www.lulu.com  

Any profits will go to ABF The Soldiers’ Charity 
and the RAF Benevolent Fund.

The explosive life 
of Colonel B D Shaw 
Framed by a Smoking Gun
A book has been written by Clare Wilkes 
on Colonel B D Shaw who attended 
Nottingham High School 
from 1912 to 1913. 

Generations of chemistry students were 
captivated by B D Shaw’s maverick 
and humorous approach to chemistry 
lecturing. It was easy to divert him from 
the mechanisms of chemical reactions to 
tales of Prisoner of War camps in World 
War II, though modesty kept him from 
bragging about his World War I Military 
Medal. He found fame on BBC Two’s 
Horizon and continued to demonstrate 
explosives worldwide to the age of 92. 

Framed by a Smoking Gun draws on a wealth of primary 
sources including photographs, scripts, recorded interviews, 
and a treasure-trove of letters written from the POW camps to 
loved ones in his home towns of Nottingham and Ilkeston. 

B D Shaw’s story is a celebration of his joint passions for 
chemistry and rifle shooting, and of his devotion to explaining 
the science of explosives to the world.

Clare is currently working in the field of chemistry education and 
assessment and was lucky enough to be a steward at B D Shaw’s 
100th birthday event, which was where she took an interest in his 
fascinating career. She says, “Having been fortunate enough to be 
a steward at B D Shaw’s 100th birthday event, I was fascinated to 
read his obituary in the Nottingham University alumni magazine 
and amazed at the remarkable and full life he had led.”

A chance meeting with Professor Sir Martyn Poliakoff at the 
event encouraged Clare to write the book. She continues, 
“I loved the detective work involved in trawling archives and 
piecing information together, for example on B D’s movements in 
World War II, and in delving into his letters to find the interesting 
nuggets of information about his life in the POW camps.”

PRICE: £9.99   ISBN: 9781912575473
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Dhruva Biswas (ON 2005-2012)
I attended Nottingham High from 2005-2012  
and then went on to study Medicine at Cambridge. 
During my pre-clinical studies I became very interested in 
translational research – making discoveries at the lab bench to 
improve cancer patient outcomes - and successfully applied to 
join the MB–PhD programme at UCL.
  
In my PhD work I have approached the long-standing challenge 
of designing a genetic test to predict patient outcomes in lung 
cancer from a novel, evolutionary perspective. Combined 
with machine learning techniques this enabled me to develop 
ORACLE as a test to identify high-risk patients that may be 
missed by current clinical criteria. If further validated, this could 
help guide patients and doctors make decisions around the use 
of chemotherapy in future. 

Earlier this month this work was published in Nature Medicine, 
a prestigious medical journal.  I was interviewed by The Times: 
(https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/genetic-test-allows-scientists-
to-spot-riskiest-lung-tumours-early-6b7h9g08t) and the Mail 

(https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-7545705/New-blood-
test-spare-thousands-lung-cancer-patients-chemo.html?ns_
mchannel=rss&ns_campaign=1490&ito=1490). 

My interest in science - particularly taking quantitative approaches 
to biological questions - started to form at the High School, and I 
am grateful to my former A-level science teachers for fostering this 
interest. In the lower school, the teachers would always insist that I 
took the non-science subjects seriously as well. 

While often reluctant at the time, I now greatly appreciate this, 
especially how the GCSE art teacher’s instilled a passion for 
visiting galleries. I was also a member of the 34th Scouts Troop, 
the Concert Band, and the school swimming team. 

Overall, from my 10 years at the school, I benefited from the 
school’s emphasis on a broad curriculum and producing polite, 
well-rounded individuals. 
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FOUR ON GENERATIONS  
A Q&A with the Roberts & Morley family

Ben Roberts (Current Student 2011-2020)     Edward Roberts (Current Student 2012-2020)

WHAT IS YOUR 
FAVOURITE 
SUBJECT AND WHY?
Ben: My favourite subject 
is Economics. From first 
studying it at A level, I feel 
that I have really engaged 
with all aspects of the 
subject. It has helped 
me to understand the 
issues regarding the world 
economy and business 
costs and revenues.  

Edward: Art is my favourite subject as it gives me a chance to 
express myself and, in a way, ‘relax’. I feel that Art allows me to 
showcase my creative characteristics in a variety of formats and 
the different mediums keep me rather busy!

WHAT HAVE YOU ENJOYED MOST ABOUT 
YOUR TIME HERE?
Ben: I have enjoyed a variety of activities that the school has to 
offer; From the Year 5 trips when I first joined the school to my 
interesting A level lessons. I have made life long friends here 
and I will cherish the memories that I have shared with them.

Edward: Nottingham High School has given me great and 
valuable opportunities and friendships that have supported me 

throughout my school life. From being here since Year 6 to now 
being in my last year, the school has shaped me as a person 
and given me attributes that will benefit my future. 

HOW DOES IT FEEL TO BE THE FOURTH 
GENERATION AT THE SCHOOL?
Ben: It’s a great privilege to carry on the family tradition of 
studying at the school and I hope to carry this tradition onto 
the fifth generation. I am honoured to share the memories with 
my family members and walk through the same grounds my 
relatives once walked through.

Edward: It is a privilege to be part of the fourth generation 
alongside my twin brother Ben and it is fascinating how we are 
continuing a family tradition. I am honoured to be a part of this 
school’s history and grateful to my family for allowing me to be 
educated here.

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS AFTER LEAVING 
NOTTINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL?
Ben: I hope to study Business Management at university and 
ultimately gain a job within the retail sector as this is something 
I am passionate about. I also hope to take a year out after 
university to go travelling and to explore the world.

Edward: After leaving the school, I would like to study Graphic 
Design at university with the opportunity of a placement year 
abroad and in industry. It is hard to say where I will be after 
university, but I hope to be employed in the branding industry.

John Morley 
(ON 1947-1955)
WHAT IS YOUR FONDEST MEMORY FROM YOUR 
TIME AT NOTTINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL?
Following in my father, Eric’s, footsteps I spent 8 very happy 
years at the High School. The only prize I ever won was ‘Best 
Cadet in the Army Corp in 1950 - I still have the book I won in 
my study! After 64 years I still keep in touch with some of 
my old school friends.

WHICH CAREER PATH 
DID YOU TAKE AFTER 
LEAVING SCHOOL?
Leaving school I was 
a Medical student at 
Birmingham University, 
and when I qualified I did 
pre-registration jobs at 
Nottingham’s General and 
City Hospitals. 
 
I then became a G.P in Long 
Eaton and joined the St John 
Ambulance Brigade. I was 
also a part time Government 
adviser in Health & Safety. 

HOW DOES IT FEEL TO 
HAVE YOUR GRANDCHILDREN STUDY HERE?
I am very proud of my grandsons, and I hope and feel sure that 
the boys will go to university. 

PROUDEST MOMENT/ACHIEVEMENT SO FAR?
My proudest moment was; Rising from the rank of Doctor to 
Commissioner for Derbyshire, and then on retirement to Lifetime 
Commander of the Order of St John Ambulance. 

WORDS OF ADVICE?
Keep at it!  And go to University...

David Morley 
(ON 1977-1984)
WHAT HAVE YOU ACHIEVED SINCE 
LEAVING HERE?
I have and am still enjoying a 35 year long career in the 
retail and customer experience sector with The John Lewis 
Partnership, The Royal Horticultural Society and currently 
Clifton Nurseries. I am happily married and 
have been based in London for the last 30 years. 
 

WHAT IS YOUR 
FONDEST 
NOTTINGHAM 
HIGH SCHOOL 
MEMORY?
The camaraderie and great 
friends that I made there - 
I still regularly see my closest 
ON friends despite our being 
spread around the country 
and globe.
 
WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR 
BIGGEST CHALLENGE 
SINCE LEAVING HERE? 
HOW DID YOU 
OVERCOME THIS? 

One of my most daunting roles as the RHS’ Commercial 
Director was running the world famous Chelsea Flower Show, 
but it was challenging and exhilarating in equal measures.

WORDS OF ADVICE?
It’s important to have a clear idea of what constitutes success 
to you. With hard work, determination, creative thinking and 
great teamwork, it’s incredible what can be achieved. 

Edward Roberts  
and Ben Roberts John Morley (Grandad) and 

David Morley (Uncle)

We interviewed Edward & Ben Roberts who are currently in Year 13 and will be sitting their A Level 
exams next year. Their uncle David Morley came to school from 1977-1984), their Grandad John Morley 
attended from 1947-1955) and Great Grandfather Eric Morley studied here from (1923-1924).
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My father was reluctant to talk about his 
pre-war and wartime experiences. The only 
things I found out about his time at the High 
School and in the armed forces were those 
learned indirectly through my mother. One 
of the stories she told was that Norman, 
and the rest of the Economics Sixth Form, 
marched from the High School into the 
centre of town to join up soon after the start 
of war. Sadly, the story went, my father was 
the only one of the group to return alive.

Recently, I attended a creative writing course, 
and one evening we were encouraged to 
write a poem about something personal, so 
I decided to write about my father’s story. 
Bearing in mind I did not know whether the 
story was true, my poem was truly ‘creative’. 
Having written the short piece, I decided to 
contact the High School to see if there was 
a memorial of some kind to those who fell in 
the war, and whether it had a list of those who 
joined up alongside my father.

The response was almost overwhelming. 
As someone who left Nottingham aged 

4, I have had no contact of any kind with 
the High School, yet I was treated as a 
valued guest, given a guided tour of the site 
(especially those parts which existed in my 
father’s time), and shown documentation 
of my father’s arrival, progress and date 
of leaving. I am indebted to Miss Kamala 
Newton and to the archivist Ms Yvette 
Gunther for their help and kindness and for 
the work completed in advance of my visit, 
searching for my late father’s records.

The primary reason for writing this text is 
because, on reflection, I realised I might be 
one of very few people of my generation 
able to write a poem about a father from 
Nottingham. So many from the High School 
never had the chance to marry, have 
children and live a long and happy life.

The poem, ‘The Photo Album’, is dedicated 
to all those from Nottingham High School 
who died serving their country in the 
Second World War.

In memorial to 
those who died 
in the Second 
World War
My father’s name was Norman Harry Cuthbert 
(ON 1933-1939), born 1922 and died 2012, and 
he attended Nottingham High School in the years 
running up to the start of the Second World War.

THE PHOTO 

ALBUM
This is a photo of my Dad in uniform

This is a photo of the group of friends

Who joined up to fight

Alongside my Dad in uniform

This is a photo of a piece of paper

With a list of names

Of the young men in the sixth form

Who enlisted in the army

Alongside my Dad in uniform

This is a photo of the memorial

With the list of names carved on it

Of the lads who fought

And fell

When fighting in the war

Alongside my Dad in uniform

This is a photo of my Dad in his demob suit

Alongside the memorial

With the carved list of names

Of every single boy who died

While fighting as men

In the army
After enlisting

Alongside my Dad in uniform
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Marriage to Edith Wheatcroft on 18 December 
1946 in Ben Rhydding Parish Church, Ilkley

My grandfather Henry Brooksbank (ON) and Father, 
Percy Frank Brooksbank (ON 1889-1892) both attended 
Nottingham High School. They then went on to become 
lace manufacturers in Nottingham.

I remember being woken up one night to be fitted with a gas mask. 
They were supplied with a cardboard box, which soon collapsed, 
and I had a strong aluminium cylinder type of box, quite necessary, 
because, of cause, we fought with them. You had to carry them 
everywhere. We were not allowed to use the new ‘Players’ block, 
as it was requisitioned by the military. The result was that we had to 
have one day a week with lessons in the pavilion on Valley Road.

One day we had some lorries come full of soldiers. They had 
come from the beaches of Dunkirk. They threw us peculiar coins 
which were useless!

My first form master was a youngish man R.D.Stewart, but 
he soon went to war, and we were taught by a set of right old 
characters, grey heads all. The best was our PT instructor Sargent 
Fell, a grand chap. When I started there were thirty boys in the 
class, but at the end there were only sixteen. We all joined the 
OTC, and learned to march round the yard carrying the old 303 
rifles, though later the lure of the ‘Bryllcream’ boys flying their 
Spitfires lead us to join the ATC.

I did well in the exams and left School with seven credits. I have 
been a member of the Nottingham Society of Artists for sixty years, 
a wine judge for thirty years (President for three years).

It would be nice to hear from any others who survive, but I know 
that my great school friend died five years ago, but I have been in 
touch with him ‘on the other side’ and he is doing well. Please view 
my website to read more of my content: www.Grandpasays.co.uk

Richard Brooksbank (ON 1936-1943)



It is with great sadness that we note the passing of the following 
members of the Nottingham High School Community.

Mr Christopher Barrett (ON 1954-1961)

Dr Peter Brown  
(Former Teacher of Chemistry 1989-1999)

Mr Timothy Cullen (ON 1955-1960)

Mr Neville Crown (ON 1936-1941) 

Mr Tony Dutton (ON 1947-1957)

Dr Robert C Elgie (ON 1976-1984)

Mr William (Bill) Haynes (ON 1944-1949)

Mr John Hoffen (ON 1945-1948)

Mr Colin Holme (ON 1942-1949)

Mr John Hopewell (ON 1936-1940)

Mr Peter Laing (ON 1944-1947)

Mr Colin McKay (ON 1941-1947)

Mr Peter MacLeod (ON 1951-1956)

Mr Bernard Vowles (ON 1951-1958)

Mr Mark Worsencroft (ON 1964-1974)

Mr Christopher Moncrieff (ON 1942-1944)

Sadly Missed

Obituaries can be read on the ON website: 
nottinghamhigh.co.uk/community/old-nottinghamians/obituaries
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Forthcoming events
FRIENDS OF NOTTINGHAM  
HIGH SCHOOL ‘SPRING 
MAKEOVER’ 
Thursday 13th February 2020, Nottingham High School
Come and Support the Friends with an evening of beauty treatments 
including a manicure station, hand massage, a variety of craft stalls 
and Colour Analysis. 

ON NEWCASTLE DINNER
Friday 28th February 2020

ON CAMBRIDGE DINNER
Saturday 17th October 2020

ON BIRMINGHAM DINNER
Friday 6th March 2020

ON LEEDS DINNER
Friday 13th March 2020

LONDON DINNER
Friday 13th November 2020

Please contact Kamala for futher information and to attend any of the listed events.
T: 0115 8452285  E: newton.ka@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

CCF INSPECTION DAY
Saturday 28th March 2020, Nottingham High School
All ONs serving in HM Forces are invited to attend.

ON HOCKEY
Wednesday 1st April 2020,  
Highfields Hockey Club, Beeston 

FORMER STAFF LUNCH
Saturday 25th April 2020, Nottingham High School
All former staff and their guests are welcome. £20 per person: 
Hot 2-course for buffet lunch including soft drinks. A cash bar 
will be available.

SPRING CONCERT
Thursday 26th March 2020, The Albert Hall, Nottingham
One of the highlights of the musical year and the swansong for the Year 
13 Leavers. Our senior ensembles perform in the impressive setting of the 
Albert Hall along with the massed forces o the whole year 7. To ensure a 
seat for this concert please order a ticket in advance. Admission is free.

FOUNDER’S DAY
Saturday 13th June 2020, Service at St Mary’s Church
Followed by the Cheese and Ale Ceremony at Nottingham High 
School. All former pupils and staff are welcome to join us on 
Founder’s Day. For complimentary tickets for both the service and 
the Cheese an Ale Ceremony please contact Kamala Newton.
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Join Nottingham High Connect!

The Development Team  www.nottinghamhigh.co.uk/community/old-nottinghamians   
facebook.com/Nottinghamians       @Nottinghamians       The Old Nottinghamians       @Oldnottinghamian 

E development@nottinghamhigh.co.uk   T 0115 845 2208

The ON Development team have been busy supporting the rapid 
growth of Nottingham High Connect since its launch on the 14th 
January 2019. We are pleased to announce that we are close to 

having welcomed 850 Old Nottinghamians on-board.

This invaluable resource is free of charge for all of our Old 
Nottinghamians and provides a safe, exclusive social media platform 

for our Old Nottinghamians and Former Staff. 

Why not join now and benefit from a range of benefits as shown 
on the noticeboard above!

We have also just launched the ‘Alumni Benefits’ section. We are 
aware that many ONs run businesses. Therefore, this section of the 
platform enables you to share discounts, offers and benefits and in 
turn, boost revenues for your organisations. Join Nottingham High 

Connect now: https://nottinghamhighconnect.co.uk/


