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Welcome
Welcome to the Winter edition of the ON magazine, keeping you
in touch with news from the School and the wider ON community.

Inside
this issue

We hope that you enjoy reading this magazine where we share the successes of our ONs,
celebrate the events that have taken place, reminisce of your time here at school and keep you
up-to-date with future events. Everyone in our ON community are more than welcome to come
back and visit the School to see how it has progressed over time. Whether that be for lunch
and a tour or as part of a larger class reunion, we would like to hear from you.
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A very Happy Christmas from all of us here at Nottingham High School. I hope
that you will enjoy reading this edition of the School’s ON magazine and it will give
you a flavour of all that has been going on here in Arboretum Street.
The School organised a very successful ON
London dinner and it was great to see ONs
with leaving dates spanning a 60 year
period as well as the opportunity to
welcome our first female ON to the dinner.

We are working hard to ensure that all of
this material is kept up to date and of
interest and if you have any stories of your
own for us to share please do get in touch
with our Development Office.

The School is thriving at present. We
were delighted to be named as the top
performing School in the East Midlands
in the recent Sunday Times Parent Power
Survey and this came on top of us breaking
into the top 40 schools nationally in the
League Tables published in the summer.
I hope that you will enjoy viewing our new
school video http://www.nottinghamhigh.
co.uk/about-us/so-much-more and that it
will remind you of your own time here at the
School and down at Valley Road.

I wrote last time about the School’s
relationship with the ON Society. This
remains a matter of great concern and at the
time of writing we are awaiting a response
from the Society to the concerns we have
expressed about a range of issues, in
particular the duplication of events and with
respect to the data issues that I wrote about
in our last edition. We were though pleased
that the Society dropped its attempt to
trademark the term “Old Nottinghamian”
when the School discovered by chance that
the Society was attempting to do this.

The School’s social media output for ONs
can be found at these addresses:
facebook.com/Nottinghamians
@Nottinghamians
The Old Nottinghamians

I very much hope that the Society will
respond positively to the requests that the
School has made and we can then move to
calmer waters in our relationship with them.

In this newsletter you will find details of the
many events that the School is putting on
around the country in the coming months
so that we can meet up with many of you in
person and I am very much looking forward
to doing this so that we can talk more
about our plans to stay in touch with ONs
throughout the country. We are also
delighted to be working with some of our
ONs in the USA who continue to support
the School’s bursary provision.
I hope that all of you have a wonderful
Christmas and I hope that some of you will
take up our open invitation to come to have
lunch with us in 2018 so that we can show
you around the School today and so that
you can come to see how the School has
developed in the years since you left.
Kevin Fear (Headmaster)
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This summer Nottingham High
School celebrated a record set of
A Level Results for the first fully
co-educational cohort, with 65.4% of all
passes at the highest A* and A grades.
A quite remarkable 38 students gained 3 A grades or better, and
over 28% of all passes were at the top grade of A*. The results are
the best that the School has ever achieved under the current
system of examinations.

Sponsor a Stone
on Waverley Walkway
Nottingham High School was first located on its current site at Waverley Mount in
1868. To commemorate the 150th anniversary we are giving you the opportunity
of being part of the Waverley Walkway.
The walkway will feature stones on which names can be
inscribed. Individual stones will be 200mm x 200mm and will be
situated between the Infant & Junior School entrance at
Waverley Mount and the Senior School.
The cost of a stone on Waverley Walkway is £250 and Gift Aid
can be claimed where applicable therefore increasing your
donation to the School to £312.50. You can choose whether you
would like your donation will go to the Bursary Fund, capital
projects, or elsewhere around the School.

This is a great opportunity to commemorate your or your family’s
links with Nottingham High School and you will be supporting
pupils at Nottingham High School now and in the future. The
walkway will be a permanent feature of the school and will be
used by pupils, parents and visitors for many years to come.

If you would like to sponsor a stone you can do
so by visiting: www.nottinghamhigh.co.uk/stone

“We are simply thrilled with these
outstanding results which show the
benefits of our move to co-education,”
says Headmaster Mr Fear. “Girls and
boys alike have excelled and can be incredibly proud of their
achievements. For almost two thirds of all of our passes to be at A*
or A grade is brilliant, and for us to have achieved this with our first
co-educational cohort is all the more special.”
GCSE grades were also a roaring success. With a 100% pass rate
students excelled – 74.16% of grades were A* and A. An incredible
29 pupils each gained the equivalent of at least 10 A*/A grades.

These fantastic grades saw a total of 12 students securing places
at Oxford or Cambridge Universities, and at least 12 gained
prestigious places to study Medicine. The vast majority of students
got their first choice of university place.

These fantastic results helped name Nottingham High School the
top-achieving independent secondary school in the East Midlands
by the Sunday Times Parent Power survey.

Remembrance Day

Chris Toon

This year’s Remembrance
Day saw a service at
Nottingham High School in
memory of those who lost
their lives in the First World
War, including the 231 Old
Nottinghamians that were
killed. Several wreaths were
laid, including one on behalf
of all Old Nottinghamians by
Ella Bicknell (ON 2015-2017)
who was CCF Cadet
Sergeant Major last year. The
service remembered all ONs
involved in conflict and
focused on four previous school captains who lost
their lives in World War One. In the evening 279
people attended the 91st Annual Armistice &
Remembrance Dinner organised by the Nottingham
and Nottinghamshire United Services Club, which
was also held at the School.

Nottingham High School
raised £3,233.81 for music
teacher Chris Toon, who is
undergoing rehabilitation for a
serious spinal injury following a
life-changing motorcycle accident.
On 11 June 2017, the back wheel of Mr Toon’s motorcycle skidded on
a blind bend and he began to lose control. When he rounded the corner
he was met with a group of cyclists, and made the heroic split-second
decision to fling himself into a ditch to avoid them. The accident has left
Mr Toon paralysed, unable to walk again.
Mr Toon is a much-valued member of the Nottingham High School
community, and is incredibly popular among students as a
saxophone, clarinet and flute teacher. Pupils and staff participated
in a whole school non-uniform day in October and donated over
£3,000 to a fund for Mr Toon’s rehabilitation. Proceeds will be used
to assist with alterations to his house that will help him to lead an
independent lifestyle. Chris will be returning to teach music lessons
at School in January.
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Philippa McNamara,
a current parent and
Governor, gave an insight into how her career developed into
her current role in marketing within Boots, having gained a
degree in pharmacy and initially joining the company as a
registered pharmacist.

Accessing Expertise
Are you available to give a careers talk?

This autumn the annual Year 11 Careers evenings took place at the School. Across
the two evenings 12 speakers were invited to come talk to the pupils and their
parents about their particular career.
The aim of these evenings is to give the current Year 11 students
a flavour of some of the myriad of careers that are open to them
and to encourage them to go away and find out more. The
first evening in October looked at careers in Science and the
particular sectors being discussed were dentistry, engineering,
the food industry, medicine, pharmacy and microbiology.
Each speaker was asked to talk for 10 minutes on information
that they thought would be useful to the pupils: the
qualifications and training required, what a typical working
day might involve, what are the demands and rewards of their
career and would they recommend their profession to anyone
considering that particular area.

The evening was well represented by ONs. Mark Folman (ON
1988 - 1995) gave us an insight into his work as the Partner of
a very busy medical practice combined with working two days
a week with the Lincolnshire & Nottinghamshire Air Ambulance
and the Derbyshire Leicestershire and Rutland Air Ambulance.
Simon Crowther (ON 2005 - 2012) talked about how a flooding
incident at his family home in 2007 led him led to him starting his
company, Flood Protection Solutions Ltd, during his engineering
studies at the University of Nottingham. Simon now oversees a
multi-million pound operation and Flood Protection Solutions has
grown into one of the UK’s leading flood defence companies.

Arnold Digva (ON 2003 - 2010) told how he
went abroad to study dentistry at Poznan
University of Medical Sciences and how as well
as a career as both an NHS and private dentist,
he is also involved in mentoring other EEA
graduates on UK Standards for Dentistry and
NHS rules and regulations.
Current parents Dr Rachel Ward and Dr Shanika Cruz spoke
about their careers in the food industry and as a microbiologist.
Olive Falade spoke about how her career in pharmacy has led
her to become Director of Clinical Services at BMI Healthcare.
The second evening, in November, focused on careers in
business and this time the areas covered were, law, business,
accountancy, banking, marketing and journalism.
Following a degree in Business Studies, Matthew Lymn Rose
(ON 1990 - 2001) gained experience from work in industry before
joining the family firm full time in 2005. He is now Managing
Director of A W Lymn, The Family Funeral Service. As well as
giving our students an insight into how he got to where he is
today, he explained that he really enjoyed his job and advised our
students to go and work in an area that they enjoy – something
that interests them.

Judith Poole gave case studies of two graduates
who had taken two completely different paths to
achieve their careers in law.
John Hess, who has worked in journalism for
over 30 years, informed the students of the
qualities required to be a journalist: good writing
skill, attention to detail, a curious and inquisitive
mind, persistence and stamina, resilience and
toughness and an interest in people!
Tomas Castka, Assistant Manager in audit at KPMG talked
about how his career has taken him abroad and the diverse
companies he has been able to work for. He also explained
that although it was his qualifications that got him through
the door, it was his outside interests and experiences which
had secured him his job. Showing that it is not just your
academics achievements but your external achievements that
really do help when it comes to your career later in life.
If you would like to come back to school and share
your experiences in your chosen career path with
the current students at school, whether it be part
of the careers evenings or a talk to a particular
department, please do get in touch and email
Deborah penney.d@nottinghamhigh.co.uk.
We would love to hear from you.
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Jai Kumar (ON 1997 2004) who now works for
Barclays, talked about
how he spent a number
of years in non-graduate
jobs before going into
banking and highlighted
the variety of roles and
career paths available
in the banking sector.
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(L-R) Jim Coates (ON 1947-1954), John Littler (ON 1943-1954)
and John Rimington (ON 1943-1954).
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Giving back
In November I was given the fantastic opportunity to return to school and give back to
a place that has given me so much over the years and I would encourage anybody
else with the time to do the same.
I am currently working at Deloitte in Manchester as part of the
Audit and Risk Advisory team, but I wanted to show students
how language skills can be utilised in the world of work and how
sought after they are by prospective employers.
As we move on with our lives after school, to university or the
world of work, wherever we go it is easy to forget how much
of an impact the school may have had on our lives. When I
look back, I realise how fortunate I was to spend seven years
of my childhood within those walls, spend countless in those
classrooms absorbing information from one teacher to the
other, meeting some of my best friends that have helped shape
me into who I am today. So, with great nostalgia on my mind,
how could I say no to spending a few hours of my time giving
back to some of the current students at the school?
During my time at the
school I was a member
of what we called the
Friday Forum Planning
Committee, a small
group of sixth formers
that would arrange for
external speakers to
come into the school
every Friday and give
talks to students about a
huge range of topics.
We were granted a small
budget and managed to
attract some very inspiring

people, never at that time did I think that I would be presented
with the same opportunity.
As I sat through these lunchtime talks, I remember thinking to
myself that all these speakers seemed to have had a plan for
themselves, an idea of what they wanted from life and a way to
achieve those goals. Back then I had a very basic idea what I
wanted from life, but absolutely no idea of how to achieve it. Well
the beauty of hindsight has taught me that none of those speakers
had a set plan for what they were going to achieve; they only
made the best of the opportunities presented to them,
they learnt from those around them and pursued
the goals that were most important to them.
This is probably what made me really want
to give back to the school, I wanted to allow
the current students to learn a little from
the path I’ve taken. I wanted to show them
that it is okay not to have a set plan at this
stage, but to keep their minds open to all
the opportunities they are presented with on
a daily basis.
For this reason I would urge anybody that can
spare a few hours of their time to think
about going back into the school and
sharing their story with the current
students, who knows what they
will learn from the steps you’ve
taken since finishing school.
Peter Horton (ON 2006-2013)
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London
Dinner
The annual ON London Dinner at the Lansdowne Club on Thursday 2nd November was a great
success! We had ONs who left School in 1954 up to 2017. Please do join us next year on Thursday 15th
November 2018, it is the ideal opportunity to have a reunion with your classmates and meet other ONs.
Further photos available on the ON website, www.oldnottinghamians.co.uk/#photographs.
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Henry Smith

Andrew McCarthy

“Firstly, I would like to thank Miss Newton for the
opportunity to contribute to the ON magazine. I
am often filled with a sense of pride and joy when
reading of the successes of my fellow alumni, and
I feel privileged to be an Old Nottinghamian.

The language which advertisers used
during the Great War is fascinating.
“Send A Tin To Your Soldier Friend!”
“Do You Drink German Waters?”
“The Stockings That Patriots Wear!”

I attended the High School between 2009 and 2014, and
remember with affection the kindness which staff and
fellow students showed me during this time. The High
School community not only taught me academic
rigour but also the virtues of self-reflection,
confidence, and manners - I hope!

When Britain declared war on Germany in 1914,
markets for British goods in enemy countries
vanished. Many British people cut back on
spending, because they had lost their jobs,
or were uncertain about the future. Manufacturers and retailers
responded by advertising British alternatives to German products
which were no longer available, by inventing new products such as
the Trench Coat, or by selling directly to soldiers in the trenches.

As I write this piece, I am pleased to report that I
graduated earlier this year with a good 2:1 BA
(Hons) in Politics, Philosophy, and Religion from
Birmingham University. I am now fortunate
enough to be pursuing a masters degree in
Diplomacy and International Relations, also at
Birmingham, which I am thoroughly enjoying.
Career-wise, I am hoping to become a Civil Servant, all
being well. I am currently a nervous candidate for the Civil
Service Fast Stream, from whom I am waiting to hear back
from with my results, which are due in mid January. After
passing the online tests, I was invited to attend an
assessment centre this week - a daunting day full of
constant assessments and beady-eyed civil service
examiners. There were 45,000 applicants for the Fast
Stream this year, and 7,000 reached the assessment
centre, according to the chief assessor.
It is without a doubt down to the High School community
that I have found my niche, and I shall remain forever
grateful to the school for this.
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!”
Henry Smith (ON 2009-2014)

This was the theme
of a lecture about
wartime advertising
which I gave to
History and English
undergraduates
at Pembroke
College, Oxford, on
November 1st. My book, The Huns Have Got My
Gramophone: Advertisements From The Great War,
was published in 2014, and I have done more research since then.
The lecture formed part of the historians’ study of the war, and the
English undergraduate course on the language of advertising. The
undergraduates, and the Faculty, liked my lecture, which included the
first-ever advertisement for a Trench Coat, the ‘Hundetector’ trench
periscope, and motorcycles for ‘lady war workers’.
My interest in history was inspired by my father, who told me
about his time in the Trenches, and by Allan Sparrow (Former
Head of History and taught from 1969-1997), who was an
outstanding teacher.
Andrew McCarthy (ON 1968-1978)

When I was invited to spend
three years as the artistic
director of the Berlin Jazz
Festival, I thought immediately
of two men.
The first, Joachim-Ernst Berendt, was
the founder of the festival back in 1964.
I got to know him a few years later, and
admired his belief in jazz as a music
without frontiers. His example would prove
inspirational throughout my term of office.
The second man was Austin A. Scott, the
head of orchestral music at NHS during
my time at the school in the early 1960s,
a delightfully temperamental New Yorker
whose commitment to music of all kinds
fed my own teenage enthusiasm. He died
in 2015, aged 94, and I remember him
today with enormous gratitude.
The approach from Berlin came as a
complete surprise. I had no previous
experience whatsoever of such a role, but
it seemed that more than half a century
of thinking and writing about jazz, and
attending many festivals, might have
given me the necessary equipment. It
seemed only right to see if I could make
a success of putting my money (well,
the federal government’s money) where
my mouth had so often been. But as an
outsider known to few people in Berlin,
I was inevitably apprehensive about the
task of assuming responsibility for a
much loved institution.
Once they discovered that I understood
the history and character of their festival
and meant to do it no harm, the people
of Berlin were extremely kind to me
– as they had been to Simon Rattle

MEP role
for ON
after he proved himself as the Berlin
Philharmonic’s principal conductor and
as they are being to Neil McGregor since
his arrival from the British Museum to
become the founding director of the
Humboldt Forum.
Berliners love and respect the arts,
in whatever form they take, and the
audience for the jazz festival wants to
be offered a challenge. That was why I
accepted the job. For jazz, the danger
is of disappearing into its own past,
celebrating the long-gone giant figures –
the Armstrongs and Ellingtons, the Ellas
and Billies -- while neglecting the vibrant
younger talents who are still establishing
themselves. As I saw it, my task was to
stop the festival becoming a museum.
It was a pleasure to spend time in Berlin,
such a tranquil city compared to London,
my home for almost 50 years. But the
biggest source of joy was the opportunity
to work closely with many great musicians,
and to offer them the platform on which
to present their work to a receptive public.
During my three years I tried to assemble
programmes that emphasised the music
of today and tomorrow, with a particular
emphasis on the many young women who
are making such a striking contribution to
contemporary music. Maybe you haven’t
yet heard of the saxophonists Matana
Roberts from the US, Mette Henriette from
Norway and Anna Lena Schnabel from
Germany, or the pianists Eve Risser from
France and Sarah Tandy from London, all
of whom captivated the festival audience.
But one day, I hope, you will.
Richard Williams (ON 1958-1964)

Jonathan Bullock (ON 1971-1981) became
a Member of the European Parliament on August
1st, following the retirement of UKIP MEP Roger
Helmer. This is because the EU Parliament uses a
‘Party list system’ in elections
and Jonathan was next in line
on the East Midlands list from
the 2014 European Election.
He says ‘I am pleased to
become (I think) only the
second MEP who went to
Nottingham High School (the
other being Geoff Hoon
ON - who was an MEP before his career in the
House of Commons). I am particularly pleased that
Mr Knifton got me to a reasonable level in French,
which is proving invaluable in Brussels and
Strasbourg!
I am also delighted to have the opportunity to
represent the 4.2 million people in the East
Midlands at such a critical time in the history of our
relationship with Europe. I wish to make sure that
the will of the people democratically given in the
referendum last year to leave the EU is enacted
smoothly. While I expect to work hard to represent
the UK and the East Midlands in the European
Parliament, equally I look forward to the date that
this appointment ends -hopefully in March 2019 as this will be when the UK can once again be a
free, sovereign and independent country making its
own laws, deciding its own future and looking
forward and outward to the world.
Any ON’s who live, or are passing through Brussels
are welcome to pop in for a drink and chat - please
contact me on jonathan.bullock@sky.com
Jonathan Bullock (ON 1971-1981)

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
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Where are they now?

Richard
Williams
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Reunion Class
of 1971/72

Class of 1977 Reunion
The Class of 1977 reunion, organised by Jeremy
Roebuck, took place on Saturday 16th September 2017.
Thirty former pupils came back to the School for a buffet
lunch and a tour of the buildings and grounds.
Amongst those who attended were ‘Old Boys’ and current teachers
Colin Sedgewick (Geography) and Graham Whitehead (Modern
Foreign Languages) and former Schoolmaster Dennis Usher. The
prize for the ‘furthest travelled’ went to Duncan Smith who made the
journey from his home in California, USA.
As always, Geri Thomas was on hand to take photographs and give
a lively and informative tour of the school, bringing back memories
for all who attended.

A ‘Bio’ booklet produced for the day, was given out to the class year,
sharing what they had all been doing since they left school.

One question asked on the evening was
“Why didn’t we do this years ago!

The background, is that several of us met at the 500th and, after
some forty years of no contact at all, found that we still enjoyed
each other’s company. Reunions started almost immediately and
I missed the first two in Cumbria and Ireland. The 2015 and 2016
reunions took place in Derbyshire (Tim and Angie Caulton’s
farmhouse) and Nidderdale (Andy and Louise Murday’s
farmhouse), and this year we booked a splendid house in
Windermere. Absent this year was Geoff Wallis who couldn’t get
over from Ireland. Though it’s a small group we have the original
U-12 front row from 1964 in Darke, Wallis and Murday.
L-R in the photo are Louise, Marion Grey, Andy, Angie, Tim,
Shirley Bates, Phil Grey, Phil Bates, myself and Andrew Dawson.
Several of the group are accomplished musicians and singers so
we always have a jam session featuring various songs, mainly
from the 60s, and it’s a lot of fun.
Newcomers are welcome! We’re already planning 2018.
Written by Martin Darke (ON 1964-1972)
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Class of
1997 Reunion

In August this year members of the Class of 1997 had a 20 year
reunion following a call to arms email from Paul Billingsley to play
the classic 90s TV show ‘The Crystal Maze’.
The challenge was accepted and whilst they won many games and
crystals, collected the most golden tickets out of all the teams
playing, unfortunately a harshly given ‘technical infringement’
meant they were disqualified at the end... nevertheless a great
reunion especially the drinks and banter before and after!

14

15

Name: Aden Levin Age: 29
Years at Nottingham High School: 1990 - 2007
Name of company: Mainstage Travel
www.mainstagetravel.co.uk

Name: Roshan Sood Age: 24
Years at Nottingham High School: 2000 - 2012
Name of company: UniLife
www.unilife.io

Tell us about your business The largest youth orientated travel and
technology company in the UK delivering incredible event, festival
and travel experiences across Europe.

Tell us about your business UniLife is a holistic student platform,
combining different online and offline university activities. We aim to
empower students, to help them develop throughout university and
contribute to the student community.

What led you to set it up? After spotting a gap in the market we
decided to create a business that focused solely on providing unique
immersive experiences for the millennial demographic who had been
over looked by the traditional tour operators. We saw a unique
opportunity in blending music and travel to curate events and
festivals that go beyond the traditional package holiday.

What led you to set it up? Today, its relatively
straightforward to set up a business: anyone
can build a website in an hour, outsource tasks
abroad and network globally. My parents have
always been very supportive so I thought why
not give it a go?
I really like efficiency - how lame! At uni, I was
analysing student life and thinking about how
it could be improved. On my year abroad,
the ideas I had were being implemented.
A couple of summers of research later,
and here I am!

Aden Levin (Right)

How did Nottingham High School help prepare you for your
career? Nottingham High School helped in hammering home key
essentials for running your own business from logical problem
solving skills through to presentation and public speaking skills that
have been crucial in speaking to investors and venture capitalists.
The school definitely helped early on mould important basic building
blocks and foundations to run a business.
Do you have any advice for those wanting to start up their own
business? There is more to life than grad schemes (sorry Deloitte).
If you have an idea or a passion - give it a go, it’s a hard journey but
the rewards and experiences are boundless. The worst you can do
is try and fail rather than not try at all!

How did Nottingham High School help
prepare you for your career? The thing that really stands out to me
is the group of friends that I made at school- the High School is
unique in the way it forges strong relationships between students.
Having a solid friendship group helps you to develop personally &
professionally, and gives you the confidence to try things.
Do you have any advice for those wanting to start up their
own business?
• Ask others for book recommendations. This helps you
to understand their psyche. With this, you can network,
negotiate etc.
• Reverse engineer everything- money is tight when
you start a business. Deliver value to other businesses,
so they sponsor you.
• Be yourself. People will appreciate you for being you!

Name: Philip Ellis Age: 30
Years at Nottingham High School: 1999 - 2006
Name of company: Blaze
www.blaze.cc

Tell us about your business
The world’s largest student affinity
network - giving 140m students access
to student pricing on the all their
favourite brands online and in-store.

Tell us about your business Blaze
makes technology that puts bikes at the
centre of how people should get around
our cities. We started out making bike
lights, and are best known for our
Laserlight innovation which was our
launch product – a variation of this is now
seen on bike share bikes in cities like
London and New York. The Laserlight
projects an image of a bike onto the road ahead, making a cyclist
otherwise caught in the blind spot of a vehicle visible. We now
have a full team of engineers – both industrial and software –
building products to serve urban cyclists in all their forms.

What led you to set it up? After
finishing University I worked as a
Commercial Property Surveyor for 3
years but only saw a linear career trajectory ahead of me. As an
aspiring entrepreneur I felt that the world of tech and digital offered
the opportunity to fast-track my prospects - so I began learning
about this exciting and fast paced world. I travelled all over the UK
attending tech events and talks and eventually recognised that the
increasing shift to online by young people presented my
opportunity. I’ve always been a 1st principles thinker, so I spotted
that whoever ‘owned’ digital identity could become a crucial layer
in the future of the Internet of Things. Fast forward to today, many
of the world’s biggest brands use UNiDAYS technology to manage
their customer relationships with young consumers all over the
world and in 19 languages - and we’ve only just begun!
How did Nottingham High School help prepare you for your
career? The culture and ethos of Nottingham High School has
been hugely influential in forming my outlook on the world. I was
encouraged to challenge “relative truths”, think big and use logic
and rationale in decision making. The friendly competitive spirit on
and off the sports field promoted self-awareness and a drive for
continuous improvement. Although I wasn’t particularly
academically gifted I was fully supported by a fantastic teaching
staff and all the resources required to enable me to thrive.
Do you have any advice for those wanting to start up their own
business? Pursue something that you feel truly passionate about
and ideally, with someone else who you really want to work with it’s a long and difficult journey full of many challenging moments so
you’ll need all support you can get! Once in, focus on
understanding the dynamics of the industry - what, when, for who
and how is value being created (and not simply financial value) and start by doing a small thing better than anyone else. Build up
from there, always think long term over short and ensure the
people with you share your vision and values.

What led you to set it up? The Laserlight invention was that of my
business partner, Emily Brooke. She had the idea while at
University. I became Co-Founder with her and began trying to
manufacture the first product and launch it with customers in the
UK. Initially as a consumer focused brand we wanted to serve city
cyclists better with good design and technology. Most products
available to commuters came down from performance cycling, and
the Laserlight invention was our springboard to serve that group of
cyclists with a new brand and new products. Our customers
remain everyday cyclists who buy consumer products or
businesses working in urban mobility.
How did Nottingham High School help prepare you for your
career? We’ve tried really hard to put a purpose at the centre of
the business based on a view of how world leading design,
innovation and technology can contribute to making cycling in
cities safer and more enjoyable. I guess having the willingness to
pigheadedly believe in that vision and your businesses ability to
make the world a better place had some roots at school.
Do you have any advice for those wanting to start up their own
business? It takes a while, but that’s ok. It gives you time to test,
shape and clarify your approach in how your business is a tool to
achieve your vision. Starting and running a small business doesn’t
require you to have the best idea or even be the best technically but if you try to make a business based on a long term vision that
you believe in, the difficult bits are easier to navigate.

ENTREPRENEURS

ENTREPRENEURS

Entrepreneurs

Name: Josh Rathour (aka Bijay Rathour) Age: 35
Years at Nottingham High School: 1993 - 2000
Name of company: UNiDAYS
www.myunidays.com
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OXFORD DINNER

BUSINESS CLUB

Saturday 10th February 2018

February (Half Term) 2018, 9-11am, Nottingham High School

Dinner in memory of former
Headmaster, Dr Dennis
Witcombe, OBE.

For further information, please contact:
Amy Taylor, Head of Marketing and Admissions
T: 0115 845 2266 E: taylor.ac@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

Andy Torr would like to get together a group to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of leaving Nottingham High School.
Taking place in 2018 - please get in touch if you would
like to take part.

ON CAMBRIDGE DINNER

ON NEWCASTLE
DINNER

ON SHEFFIELD
DINNER

Friday 16th February 2018
Save the Date

Wednesday 21st February 2018
Save the Date

Wednesday 28th February 2018
Save the Date

FORMER STAFF LUNCH
Saturday 3 March 2018, Nottingham High School

ON BRISTOL
DINNER

All former staff and their guests are welcome. £15.00 per person:
Hot two course fork buffet lunch including soft drinks. As cash bar will be available.

Friday 9th March 2018
Save the Date

rd

ON
BIRMINGHAM
DINNER
Thursday 15th March 2018
Save the Date

CCF
INSPECTION DAY
Saturday 24th March 2018
Nottingham High School
All ONs serving in HM Forces
are invited to attend.

Wednesday 2nd May 2018 at 7.30pm
The Albert Hall, Nottingham
One of the highlights of the musical year, the Nottingham High
School Summer Concert celebrates both the wide-ranging talents
of our musicians, as well as providing the swansong for the Year 13
leavers. Featuring: Chamber Choir, Concert Band, Big Band, Year
7 Chorus, Orchestra, Lower School Orchestra, Cutting Harmony,
Barbershops and more. Admission is free - Tickets are required.

Saturday 12th May 2018, Save the Date

CLASS OF 1962 REUNION

FOUNDER’S DAY

Saturday 16 June 2018, Nottingham High School

Saturday 16th June 2018
Service at St Mary’s Church

Chris Hawthorne is organising a reunion to coincide with the
Founder’s Day weekend. Following on from the Cheese &
Ale ceremony there will be a tour of the school followed by
tea and cake. A dinner will take place later in the evening.

Followed by Cheese and Ale Ceremony at Nottingham High School.
All former pupils and staff are welcome to join us on Founder’s Day.
For complimentary tickets for both the service and the Cheese and
Ale Ceremony please contact Kamala Newton.

th

ON LEEDS
DINNER

SUMMER CONCERT

SCHOOL VS ONS
SUMMER
SPORTS
FIXTURES
Saturday 16th June 2018,
Valley Road Playing Fields
Cricket, Rounders
and Tennis matches
are to be played at
Valley Road. Details
to be confirmed.

LONDON DINNER
Thursday 15th November 2018
Join us for our annual London Dinner. All ONs
and their guests are welcome. Black Tie.

Please contact Kamala for
further information and to
attend any of the listed events.
T: 0115 8452285
E: newton.ka@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

EVENTS CALENDAR

EVENTS CALENDAR

Forthcoming events

CLASS OF 1968 50TH
ANNIVERSARY REUNION
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Venue Hire
Nottingham High School boasts a large dining hall, lecture theatres, an assembly hall
and a fully functional theatre available for hire purposes. So, whether it is a conference,
concert, formal dinner or private party, we have both traditional and modern facilities to
accommodate any event. We pride ourselves on providing first class customer service
and will help you plan all the details for your event, be it big or small.

Laurence Oakden
When did you attend Nottingham High School? I attended
Nottingham High School from September 2010, and finished
my A Levels in August this year.
What have you been up to since leaving? Since finishing Sixth
Form I have begun my Physiotherapy BSc course at Coventry
University, and have competed in the British Junior Championships.
My performance was enough to place 1st, thanks to my great
coach Aaron Lindsey guiding me through hours upon hours of hard
training. I also passed my Grade 8 Piano exam over summer.

Player Hall

Dining Hall

Music Recital Hall

This traditional hall offers a
flexible space for all types of
events. It has ample space for
drinks receptions, concerts and
much more, for up to 350
people. Plus, if you are looking
for a large conference venue,
our Player Hall has excellent
projection equipment with a
large screen so it is perfect for
those big presentations.

A modern facility built in 2009 in the former
quadrangle, this room offers a flexible space for both
formal and informal dinners. A light, airy space with a
high transparent ceiling, the dining hall blends both
modern and original features. The facility can
accommodate up to 300 diners and using our
innovative internal partitioning arrangement beneath
a section of mezzanine floor, we can create an
intimate dining experience for smaller numbers. We
also have a fantastic catering team who can offer
first class dining options to fit a variety of budgets.

Completely soundproofed, the Music
Recital Hall offers purpose-built facilities
for concerts and recitals in a modern
space. Housing a Steinway grand piano
and seating for up to 100 people, the
space adds that professional touch to
any performance. Music equipment can
be moved away to accommodate
presentations or workshops with ample
space and projection facilities.

To discuss your requirements please call Katy Spray on 07789 777 137
or email venuehire@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

What made you decide to take up weightlifting? I have always
been interested in strength training since my Year 9 induction to the
school gym, where I spent most lunchtimes until Year 11. After
training in the school gym, I moved to a local gym to pursue a
powerlifting style of strength training. I had always wanted to try
Weightlifting, however it was not until I came into contact with my
current coach that I was given the opportunity to switch sports and
begin competing. I took most of my inspiration from videos of the
Olympics, namely lifters such as Matthias Steiner of Germany and
Dmitry Klokov of Russia, London 2012 Gold medallist and Beijing
2008 medallist respectively.
What have been your biggest challenges, and how have you
overcome them? By far my biggest challenge as of yet took place at
the English Senior Championships in January. The best way to ensure
a good performance in weightlifting is to keep all variables constant.
You have to train exactly the same way you’d lift on the platform on
competition day. Wear the same clothes, eat the same food before
weigh-ins, even small details are important such as training heavy on

the same day of the week as the competition and timing rest periods
to 2 minutes – the same time you’d have in a competition.
With 7 good competitions’ experience behind me and all
preparations in place for the competition, expectations from my
coach, family, and myself were high. I was looking forward to this
competition as it was – and still is – the highest tier of competition I
have qualified for. The time came to collect my certification (lifter’s
name badge) and my coach was told he could not coach me at this
competition due to some trivial detail regarding qualifications. He did
have enough of them, he had just missed attending a course about
recent rule changes. Regardless, he was refused entry backstage.
After months of training focused on the details, such a drastic
change massively affected my performance and I managed my 1st
snatch attempt of 103kg, before missing my 2nd and 3rd attempts
at 108kg. I missed my opening clean & jerk of 120kg, and missed it
again on my 2nd try. If I could not make at least one good clean &
jerk attempt I would have been disqualified from the competition,
my first ever “bomb-out”. However, with great support from an
amazing crowd I was able to lift it on my 3rd attempt to finish with a
total of 223kg. I’m not sure what was worse: me having to warm-up
and lift on the platform essentially by myself, or my coach having to
watch powerlessly from the crowd, unable to help his student of
two years during his big moment.
What’s next for you now? My plan for the near future is to focus
on university and to build my strength for the British University
Championships in April.

20

21

In the summer we found a surplus of prefect ties and we thought
it would be a nice idea to send the ties to those ONs who had
been a prefect during their time at School. We received some
lovely thank you emails and here are a selection of responses:
Nick Ireland (ON 1950-1961)
How kind of you to send me a prefect’s tie
after all these years! Thank you very much.
I was never a Prefect at school but was a House Prefect in
my third year in the sixth form, so my experiences of the
prefects were more on the receiving line.
One was “booked” for a misdemeanour and was sent for on a
Friday morning in double maths period. The prefects’ room was
at the top of a spiral staircase in the tower and they held
a court there.
One had to wait at the foot of the stairs in some trepidation until
the door at the top of the stairs was wrenched open and there
was a scream of “IRELAND!” The door was then shut and one
ran up the stairs and had to knock at the door. (The punishment
was increased if one did not knock)
On entering one was faced by the daunting sight of all twelve
prefects sitting behind a long table (rather like the “Last Supper”)
and one had to stand facing them with one’s hands behind the
back and be interrogated (rather like the painting of the small boy
in the Civil War “When did you last see your father?”)
The prefects were allowed to administer three strokes of the cane.
“Have you any padding, Ireland?”
I replied, somewhat ambiguously,
“No more than usual.” (Meaning no more than usual for a
beating - I had several handkerchiefs strategically positioned)

Luckily they did not check!
It was not advisable to appeal to the
headmaster as one risked receiving six
stokes instead. I did so once because I
considered myself innocent, as indeed I
was, but the Headmaster, Mr Imeson, still
gave me six of the best on a technicality!
I do not think the corporal punishment ever did us any harm. It
was the usual method in those days and was accepted by all.
The prefects themselves received a ceremonial beating by the
headmaster on being appointed just so that they understood
what it felt like.
I got to know Ken Imeson quite well after I left school and
he was a very charming and friendly gentleman. I took his
daughter to a May Ball in Cambridge one year. He confessed
that he had to maintain a strict and frightening persona at
school. He certainly put the fear of God up us.
So did Mr Reynolds, his predecessor, a gaunt frightening
man, sweeping past in gown and mortar board, even more.
The staff were also afraid of him! However he had the ability of
appointing really excellent staff such as Ted Kettell, Babs Elliott,
Sandy Powell, Ossie Lush, Charlie Stevens, Slob Peters, Barch
Towers and others.
I am very grateful indeed to NHS for the excellent schooling
and preparation for life that I received.
Best regards

What an unexpected pleasure to receive a
new Prefect’s tie. Thank you; it was a kind
thought to send surplus ties to those of us
were school prefects.
Believe it or not I still have my original tie, awarded in 1969. It
is the same design but narrower, reflecting the fashion of the
time. I am now determined to find my School Colours tie, worn
much more often and especially during the cricket season. I do
not believe I have thrown it away, but cannot remember where

it might be. Several house moves over several decades have
dulled the memory. Nonetheless I will try to hunt it down.
I have been trying to recall anecdotes from my days as a
School Prefect, but little comes to mind. We did hold regular
(weekly?) Prefects’ Courts to administer summary justice to
miscreants, sending a Prefects’ Runner, a Deputy Prefect, to
summon offenders from class to answer for their crimes. The
Prefects did keep an Offences Book, a written record of all
offenders, their indiscretions and the punishments meted out.
Once again, thank you for the tie, a nice memento of my ‘days
of power’.

Geoff Yates (ON 1940-1948)
What a lovely gesture to remember oldies like me. 87 today and left school in July 1948.
I was a contemporary of Jimmy Sadler who was on the staff at school for his working life.
My generations schooling was affected by the Second World
War in that those a year or two ahead of us disappeared either
to university or into the services as soon as they left school.
As a result my year and a year or so before that progressed
into school teams at a young age and we stayed together for
several years until we were 17 or so. Between 1945 and 1948
the rugby and cricket teams stayed together with just a few
changes. In 1946, 1947 and 1948 we had 3 captains Geoff
Cushing, Jimmy Sadler and Alan Armitage in successive years
and all 3 remained in the team for those 3 years.
We were also prefects for most of those years and both
Geoff Cushing and Jimmy Sadler stayed at the school on the
teaching staff.
I don’t really remember any very significant events as prefects
although we were a very close knit team which worked well
together and seemed to enjoy the respect of the school
to the extent that our presence alone kept even the most
rebellious under control without any need to be heavy handed
even though we were allowed to administer limited corporal
punishment which I can never remember using.

The headmaster, Mr Reynolds, had an amazing ability for
remembering the names of boys even the youngest ones who
had only been at school for a week or two and I will always
remember a booming voice ringing out one day when he called on
a youngster to stop running down a corridor which was forbidden.
The boy froze as if he had been shot and you can imagine the
amusement for everybody else.
In 1948 the school play was Julius Caesar which happened to
be the set book for School Certificate exams that year and Alan
Armitage and I were business managers. We had pleasure of
going round all the local schools, especially the girls schools,
promoting the play and selling tickets. Normally involvement
with girls schools in those days was certainly not allowed. How
times have changed!
Best wishes and thank you for the gift and contact.
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Prefect Tie stories

John Rickett (ON 1958-1969)
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Thank you for the unexpected gift of a
prefect’s tie. I shall take pleasure in wearing
it in the presence of my son, grandson &
granddaughter at the first opportunity!
I do have to admit that I did not reach the exalted rank of
School Prefect - my tutor told my parents at the final parents’

evening that he would have put me forward, but thought that
I would not have wanted the position. Perhaps I should have
adopted a more serious outlook on life, but gravitas has never
been my strong suit. I was a White’s House Prefect. House
Prefects had the same status and duties relating to internal
discipline as School Prefects, but only for the one week in four
when their House was on duty. It was an innovation that came
in around 1959. HPs ranked between Privileged Sixth formers
(‘Privs’) and School Prefects.

Many thanks for sending the ‘gift’ of a Prefectorial tie in August!
I contacted Malcolm who was also a Mellers man and Prefect
(actually House Captain 1957) and as a result managed to meet
up with him last week when I was down south in England; we had
decided to get our photos taken with the ties as you had suggested.
Firstly, the single photos are of us in our full colours blazers
and Prefect’s caps with the black and white tassel and silver
plated badge bearing the School’s Crest, also of course, the tie!
I would think that a modern schoolboy would never think now of
appearing wearing a school cap!

Tim Melton (ON 1951-1959)
First of all many thanks for the prefects tie. Here is a current picture of me wearing
the tie! In the prefects photo from 1959, I am on the back row, third from the left.
The other is a photograph taken in the prefects room,
which at that time was up a narrow flight of stairs in the
central tower. The names are, clockwise from bottom
left, Bellamy, Taylor (without a shirt for some reason),
Dodd (in need of refreshment at the time), Montgomery
and Melton (both of whom seem to be studying hard).
You will just make out the cane on the wall.

Hamish Macleod (ON 1953-1957) &
Malcom Dillingham (ON 1946-1957)

We were not allowed to administer
more than one strike at a time,
presumably to make sure that we
did not get our eye in. It would be
totally unacceptable these days but
that’s how it was in 1959.
I have very fond memories of my
time at the NHS and hope one day
to pay a visit.
If you were a prefect or even a house prefect and did not
receive your tie, please contact Kamala or Deborah and we
will send one to you (as long as you promise to send us a
memory of your time as a prefect!).

Malcolm is wearing the blue trousers which would have been
worthy of a disciplinary appearance before the Prefectorial court
that used to sit on Friday mornings and mete out punishment
to boys who had transgressed, mainly dress offences such as
not wearing their caps which was only allowed to Privileged
Sixth Formers and Prefects; I recollect Ken Clark being such an
offender, having been caught capless, in Arboretum Street !
We could also administer a beating
of one stroke; there was the tradition
that when you were made a Prefect for
the first time, you were beaten by the
Head of School so that you knew what
you were handing out; approximately
10 seconds after the stroke, you had to
sign your name in the ‘Book’, there were
some very strange signatures due to
sudden input of pain whist signing.
You might possibly remember, Malcolm and I wore our
blazers with black bow tie at the Gala Dinner of the
School’s 500 years Anniversary celebration, 4 years ago!

Prefects were allowed to cane in those days. New prefects were
caned into office at the beginning of their year by one of the
senior prefects who were third form sixth formers.
This was so that we knew what the punishment was like.

The third photograph is of us with the rugby ball which has graced
my study for the last 60 years. It was used in a famous match
against QES Wakefield in February 1957 at Valley Road when we
beat them 13 pts. to 8pts. The match was arranged as QES were
the only other unbeaten side in North England and Midland schools
other than ourselves ( we lost to Mount St Mary’s just after the
match was arranged, a surprise result and totally unexpected !)
Malcolm scored 2 tries and I kicked a Penalty and the 2 conversions;
in those days a try was worth 3 points, same as a penalty.

The plinth for the
ball was made by
Mr. Jackie Mells, the
Woodwork Master and
who seemed to be
always in charge of
the dining room at
lunchtime.
There were 7 caps
given out that year;
2 were presented
retrospectively, to
55/56 1st XV boys namely David Revill (Mellers) and my elder
brother Peter (Mellers) who were Head of School and Head of
House respectively. The 5 other caps were presented to the 1957
team namely the late Bill Taylor (Whites) who was Captain, John
Coxon (Mellers), Simon Kenwright (Whites) and Malcolm and
myself, all of whom also played in the ‘56 1st XV.
Interestingly in 1956, Peter as Mellers House
Captain, turned the Bridge Cup competition
on it’s head. He gave the instruction that
every boy in the House had to do at least
2 standard points; this was kept a closely
guarded manoeuvre which worked wonderfully
as Mellers accumulated so many points well
before the Finals so that the outcome was away
beyond doubt.
We also had the hugely talented David
Greensmith, one of the youngest outstanding
Organists of his time, who trained and conducted the House choir;
I still have the record that was made for the choir members as the
performance at the Finals was deemed to be worthy of such a
recording to be made ( there were no tapes or discs back then!).
Sorry to have rambled on somewhat but it stems from a very
deep affection for NHS which took on three Scots, one very
young Roy (our younger brother), Peter and myself as teenagers,
in the mid 50’s and gave them a schooling and life experience
which was second to none.

The Prefects’ ‘Book’ is in the archive, so please do arrange a visit if you would like to see it!
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Chris Hind (ON 1953-1961)
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House build
ing

Malawi
In 2003 12 students and 3 adults from NHS
visited Malawi in the summer. They had raised
over £11,000 to build a pair of teachers houses
at a Community Day Secondary school out there.
Where are those students now? How did it affect their lives?
It all began in 1968 when I returned penniless from my second
overland trip by bus from India back to the UK. How relieved
I was to quickly land a job in the maths department at NHS,
the first full time lady since the war. I was a bit alarmed when
I saw the look on Mr Imeson’s face when I told him I would be
spending the summer working as a waitress at the Narracott
Grand Hotel in Woolacombe if he needed to contact me.
Luckily he did not change his mind and I arrived in September
to begin 6 years teaching at the school.
How spoilt I was that first term. No form to supervise. No
detention duties. Alas, as younger and more attractive ladies
arrived things changed somewhat, but there was still a
lovely atmosphere amongst the staff, especially the maths
department, though it was 2 years before Mr Usher began to
use my Christian name!
Several years later I spotted a newspaper article about my
University friend Jean who had gone to teach in Nigeria and
married a Nigerian. Emeka was an Ibo so she had to escape
with her 3 children during the civil war and was living with her
parents in Nottingham. Our renewed friendship lead me to
follow her out to Nigeria on her return after the war. The British
government was assisting in improving their education system
supplementing salaries and my first year of 3 was spent in
Lagos, near to Jean and her family. I managed a transfer up
to Federal Government College, Kano for the rest of my time.
Using an old army base several miles out of Kano and headed
by Derek, an expatriate with many years of experience in the
country, life greatly improved. It was lovely to watch camels
wander past on the horizon!

Mark arrived at the school for my last year, an ex VSO (Voluntary
Service Overseas) teaching in order to gain a bit of cash as he
studied for his MA. It was great to wander off into the bush either
in my VW car or on his motor bike looking for schools being set
up under the new free primary education system being set up in
Kano state. At the end of the school year we swapped my car
for a small Suzuki Jeep, 2 stroke engine and 4 wheel drive. It
seemed much more exciting to drive east rather than just cross
the Sahara Desert to get home. It took a couple of months to
drive through the Cameroons, Central African Empire, Zaire,
Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania, Zambia and Malawi and down to
the Victoria Falls. Selling the vehicle, we took the Tanzam Railway
recently built by the Chinese to Dar es Salaam from where Mark
flew home. We had camped in the bush, called in on missionaries
and several VSOs where possible. Lack of communication meant
we were usually very welcome as company, arriving with food
and mats etc for sleeping on the floor. It was another few
weeks before I returned home via Nigeria, having travelled
around Tanzania and Kenya on my own. So safe in those days!

Settling down in Yorkshire, a few years later my Christmas card
from Mark was from Papua New Guinea, saying if I wanted a
present I would have to come and get it. Discovering the cost
of flights out there, I decided to apply to VSO to send me for
a couple of years. After all, I had been teaching in Yorkshire
for around 5 years! So, application accepted, they sent me to
Malawi to teach for 2 years! Teaching became pure pleasure,
secondary education was so scarce and had to be paid for. With
students continually falling out of school through lack of money,
I wrote to my friends and told them to send me some so I could
keep the kids in school. When I took early retirement in 1996,
The Hunter Trust for Education in Malawi was set up, supported
by many NHS friends, hence the trip.

NHS house in 2017!

Their hands-on help with the building work was fun if rather
slow, but their teaching in the classroom and helping with
homework were brilliant for both staff and pupils. The whole area
was amazed at watching them wash their own clothes and cook
their own food outside the building in which they camped - great
for gender issues. A visit to a game park, a four day trek across
the Nyika Plateau with a final couple of nights by the Lake Shore
- a life changing experience as one of the boys remarked.

Well over 1000 students received an education thanks to the
Hunter Trust. De-registering the charity in 2008 and supposedly
closing down, with many friends still giving generously more
were put on the list and helped without the benefit of Gift Aid.
Jane taught in Botswana for 8 years then Malawi for 3. Setting
up a small charity on her return to the UK, I became a trustee
in 2014 when she developed cancer and had the benefit of Gift
Aid once again. Sadly she died earlier this year so I now run the
Wakisa Fund and have her students to supervise as well as my
own. This time I must keep my promise and only finish off helping
existing students when I close down in 2020 when I am 80!

So was it?

Gill Hunter (Former maths teacher 1968-1974)
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A Part of NHS still as it
was sixty five Years ago
My time at the School was 1941-1948: I was a Foundation
Scholar. In 1948 I left to study Chemical Engineering, being the first
boy from NHS to choose this: it was a new subject then.
There were only four British universities with courses,
and I chose Birmingham. There I got 1st Class
Honours and a PhD: a result which Headmaster CL
Reynolds probably would not have foreseen. I do
wish now that I had thought to write and tell him!
When I left school my link with Nottingham ended: my
mother died, my father remarried and moved away,
and my jobs after leaving University were all located elsewhere –
and far-flung. Nevertheless, my wife and I made a trip to visit the
School for the 450th anniversary – the last time I was there until
the Founder’s Day weekend in 2013, for the 500th.
I greatly enjoyed the occasion – though there wasn’t a single
person there that I recognised. The list of the five hundred
ON’s present on the Saturday showed that only half-a-dozen
had entered the School ahead of me, and that no one from
my year was listed. I was astonished at the hugely expanded
resources now available to (I am told) eight hundred boys in
the main school (post-Preparatory). The sheer area of space in
the buildings must be double what we had in my time, with six
hundred boys then in the main school.
Nevertheless, one feature of the place is evidently virtually
unchanged: the Player Hall. As we knew it, this was the
Assembly Hall, where every morning the day started with a
fifteen-minute assembly. The whole school – staff and boys –
gathered in the Hall (only just big enough to take that number)
and stood, as the Head appeared and strode up on to the stage.
There followed a hymn, a Bible reading, a couple of prayers
and a closing hymn – plus any announcements which the Head
wished to make. It was all over in fifteen minutes, and then we
all went off to our classes – so most people spent a very limited
time in the Hall, overall. It was different, however, for me.

By the time I entered school I was keen on amateur dramatics
– but from a backstage angle. The School play was an annual
event, performed for three (?) nights about Easter, and produced
by the chief English master – who for much of my time was BE
Towers. I got started by taking charge of the properties for our
production (“Macbeth”?) for 1942, and progressed from there
with constructing scenery, lighting and stage management.
I seemed to have no rival for the role: as each year came round
I stepped into it. I asked Mr Towers once why he chose me for it.
He said: “I could see that you knew what you wanted and were
determined to get it!” – a reply which I took as a compliment.
Naturally, the details of the Hall are ingrained on my memory,
and hence I can say that remarkably little has changed – the
most evident aspect being the seats. We can all be thankful for
that: the ones we had were wooden, and very uncomfortable
when sat on for long periods. By contrast, those we sat on for
“Toddy’s Reprise” (a splendid event – it was over all too soon)
were comfortable throughout an hour and a half.

‘The Devils Disciple’ 1946

‘Patelin et Perrichon’ 1945

The stage has not changed at all. The oak panelled walls
continue to deny any wing space or opportunity to permit
scenery to be fixed to them. They merely form an elegant
background to, say, a panel of speakers or an orchestra on the
stage – a situation which we found frustrating indeed, when our
purpose was to mount plays.
The stage lighting has changed completely: in the 1940’s it
was footlights and a couple of overhead battens – as was the
convention from the 1930’s. When we made representations
to have theatrical stage lanterns mounted in the auditorium,
at the sides, we were told that such a move was forbidden by
the architect – though we did have just ONE lantern allowed
on each side. I noticed that there are now four or five, on each
side of the stage, out-front: discrete and inconspicuous – as
they could have been in my time.
The lighting-control gear has been changed – as it should have
been – to substitute electronic control for the manual sliderdimmers, which I knew. I noticed also that the platform is now
equipped with a couple of microphones, with amplification
equipment backstage and speakers in the auditorium. Frankly,
I don’t see the need. One has only to project to reach the back
of the hall from the stage – as was demonstrated every day at
assembly. The provision of amplification will only encourage
people to mumble!

Macbeth 1942

The other item, which I noticed, was the organ. I spotted a
small plate on the side of the console, telling of there having
been a gift of the (present) organ in the mid-1990’s. I should
have loved to have heard it: the 6th-former who acted as guide
to the group I was in, looking round, was a music student and
thought that the present instrument is “electronic”.
For theatrical performances, NHS is fortunate that it now has
the auditorium and stage in one of the more recent blocks.
Nevertheless, the inside of the Player Hall looked just as I
remember it from sixty-five years ago: elegant and impressive. I
was however saddened to see that there is evident deterioration
on the outside, where the mortar between the stones is obviously
missing in places. This gives an uncared-for appearance,
unworthy of the memory of the benefactor – JD Player – through
whose generosity the School acquired this, and other, benefits.
Peter Kendrick (ON 1941-1948)
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Do you remember
the Nottingham High
School Field Centre?
Andrew Whitehorn (ON 1954-1964)
I can only imagine that some enlightened member of staff in the
early 60’s decided that it would be a good idea for the school
to make use of a station that was no longer serving passengers
and only being used for freight. Accordingly Alsop en le Dale
Station at the head of Dovedale in Derbyshire displayed a sign
which under the school crest stated ‘Nottingham High School
Field Centre’. This description allowed for many uses.
I remember two visits. One was a walking holiday when myself
and David Wood with an exchange student from Belgium
stayed for a week exploring the area around Alstonefield and
Hartington. Unfortunately the pubs seemed to be on the other
side of the Derwent Valley and ‘Danny’ being from Belgium
was not impressed by the hills.
We could not avoid the rain of course and facilities were
rudimentary. We discovered a way of drying clothes however.
As the line was single track, other than through the station,
the engine driver had to stop at the signal box to exchange
a Token giving clearance to the next section of single track.
This involved a cup of tea with the Signalman and an
opportunity for us to climb into the cab of the engine.

Here we would array our clothes as close to the firebox of
the engine as possible to try and dry them before the driver
finished his tea break.
The CCF also used the station for various exercises. A night
time escape and evasion plan was devised. This involved two
groups setting off from the opposite ends of Dovedale - the
Station and Thorpe Cloud. The intention was that we should
meet at some point but not detect each other. My abiding
memory is that the darkness was total and a new experience
in that regard. It was impossible to make progress without
torches in the valley bottom. Added to this was the noise made
by school issue army hobnailed boots on the stony track
The two groups duly met with much shouting and hilarity and a
satisfactory amount of mayhem resulted.
The station was demolished seemingly only a few years later
and the track now forms part of the Tissington Trail. Take your
bicycle and the photographs and see what you can identify!
Write in and let us know if you have any memories of this
Field Centre.
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1950’s Prefects Photograph

My life at
Nottingham
High School

Cricket Under 24 XI - 1948
Back Row (L-R): Robinson,
Barsby, Turton, Booth,
Chamberlain, Sullivan, Palfreman
Front Row (L-R): Dale, Lingard,
Bennett, Clark, Niven, Lynam

John Lynam
(ON 1943-1951)
I arrived in September 1943 and had my first year in 2B
with ‘Percy’ Stott. I then moved from there to 3B under a Mr
Newbound, who was not my greatest favourite, and where my
work suffered. I was forced to spend two years in the fourth,
one year in 4 Red – the two lower forms were 4 Red and 4
Green - and one in 4B with ‘Guts’ Kennard who was the
Deputy Head of the school and my Housemaster in Mellers’.
There were then four houses, Mellers’ (Purple), Cooper’s (Blue),
Maples’ (Green) and White’s (Red). My work improved despite
my preference for the sporting side of life. I had a year in 5B
with ‘Nicky’ Palmer, after a year in the Lower fifth and eventually
arrived at the 6th year, where I had a year with Mr A. K. Smetham.
Owing to my earlier bad year, I was a year behind my proper year,
where all my friends were. I was made a Prefect halfway through
my first year, instead of doing this in the second year, as was
norm. I became deputy to Chris Train in Mellers’. The prefect’s
room was a small room right at the top of the building reached
by a narrow staircase. There were 12 prefects in those days,
aided by the privileged sixth, some of the first year sixth. Corporal
punishment, reserved for the prefects, was one with a gym shoe,
which new prefects had to receive when they became a prefect!

Life was pretty normal, though I was honoured to run the
Meller’s house choir, where we won the music competition
with an unaccompanied rendering in 4 parts of Nunc Dimittis
– was I proud!
Life was good in my two years in the sixth, and I managed
three A-Levels (in the first year of A-Levels) in French, German
and Modern History. I managed to gain entrance to St Andrews
University, where I spent 4 years instead of the normal three,
and managed an ‘ordinary’ degree.
As you may see, my academic career was not the greatest, due
partly to my predilection to the sporting life. I had 2 years in the
1st XV at rugby and captained the 2nd XI at cricket and also
played some tennis
That seems to conclude my time at Nottingham High School,
apart from the social side with the Girls’ High in the sixth. We
used to visit the Girl’s High School for ballroom lessons and
ran a combined dance each year – but we were not allowed to
meet and mix in the Arboretum!

Rugby First XV – 1949
Back Row (L-R): J H Lynam,
W H Haynes, J W D Wood,
A I Phillips, M R Cook,
N D Durand, J P Hodges
Front Row (L-R): F B Barnes,
G M Hood, R G Marlow,
G O Whittaker, K J Saunders,
G F Bembridge,
M J Hemphrey, P R Ward.
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It is with great sadness that we note the
passing of the following members of the
Nottingham High School community.
Mr John Brown (ON 1947 - 1954)

Mr Andrew Ormanroyd (ON 1957 - 1964)

Mr Raymond Buckland (ON 1944 - 1949)

Mr Roger Radford (ON 1948 - 1959)

Mr Jim Knight (Former SSI, CCF)

Vikash Sharma (ON 1980 - 1987)

Mr John Dale (ON 1945 - 1952)

Kenneth Shelton Green (ON 1933 - 1939)

Mr Julian Hamilton (ON 1947 - 1953)

Ms Lorraine Thurgood
(Cleaning Supervisor, 1997 - 2017)

Mr Patrick Hare (ON 1939 - 1949)
Mr Greville Hatton (ON 1956 - 1963)
Mr Jonathan McCartney (ON 1996 - 2001)

Mr Derek Whitehorn (ON 1932 - 1938)
Mr Gavin Wynford-Jones (ON 1968 - 1975)

(Headmaster, Nottingham High School 1970-1995)
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Dr Dennis Witcombe
OBE on Tuesday 19th September. Dr Witcombe was the Headmaster of
Nottingham High School from 1970 until his retirement in 1995.
Left: Photograph of John ‘Sandy’
Powell and Dr Witcombe taken by
Robin Macey in September 1978.
Middle: Dr Witcome receiving his
OBE, pictured with wife Pat and son
John and Simon. Right: Dr Witcombe
and his wife Pat celebrating their
60th wedding anniversary.

Dr Witcombe was educated at Mill Hill School from 1943 to
1949, followed by a year serving with the National Intelligence
Corps in Austria.
In 1949 he went to St John’s College Oxford where was awarded
a BLitt and MA in History. A PhD in History followed this from the
University of Manchester.
In 1955, Dr Witcombe’s career in education began as a history
teacher at Emmanuel School in London, later becoming the Senior
History Master. In 1964, he joined Manchester Grammar School.
In 1970, he was appointed as Headmaster at Nottingham High
School, a position he held for the next 25 years.
It was during Dr Witcombe’s tenure that the School saw the
opening of the new Preparatory School, the Sports Hall and the
Design and Technology and Sciences blocks.
The qualities bestowed on Dr Witcombe during his time at
Nottingham High School included resilience, humanity and most
importantly dedication. Sport, music, drama and the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme are just some of the activities that were
supported by him - delighting in success, commiserating in defeat.
He was a regular visitor to the Army, RAF and Naval sections
training and adventurous training camps. He was also Board
Headmaster for cadetships at Biggin Hill.

In 1995, Dr Witcombe retired as Headmaster, following a 40-year career
in education and 25 years as Headmaster of Nottingham High School.
In his retirement address, Tim Moor-Bridger (then Deputy-Headmaster)
said, “Dennis always likes to stress that Nottingham High School is a
family, a community of people who all have a common purpose, the
success and prosperity of Nottingham High School”... “Dennis is the
youngest 65 year old I know. He always has a twinkle in his eye, a
mischievous streak - was it an accident or a Freudian slip when, last
week, at Prep prizes he talked of Nottingham High School educating
boys and girls for the next century?”
Even in retirement, his support for the School was as enthusiastic as
ever and he continued to attend numerous School events including
Founder’s Day, Speech Day and the Carol Service.
Dr Witcombe was President of the Old Nottinghamians’ Society in 1999
and he regularly attended the popular Beeston Fields lunches and ON
Society Dinners.
Dr Witcombe was awarded an OBE for services to education in the
1996 New Year’s Honours list and in 1995 received an Honorary Degree
from the University of Nottingham.
Dr Witcombe’s leaves a widow Pat with whom he celebrated
60 years of marriage in 2016; their sons John and Simon, who are
former pupils of the School; grandchildren and great granddaughter.
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Dr Dennis Witcombe OBE
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