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Welcome
Welcome to the 2017 summer edition of the ON magazine,
keeping you in touch with news from the School and the wider
ON community. This edition includes features about the school,
interviews with ONs and details of forthcoming events.
The Class of 2017 have now completed their exams and we would like to welcome them into
our ON community and wish them all the best for the future. We look forward to seeing you
on results day and don’t forget to keep in touch with us and let us know what you are doing.
This year is also special because for the first time in 504 years we now have the first girls in
our Old Nottinghamian community.
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Welcome to the latest edition of ON, the magazine produced by the School
for the Nottinghamians’ network. I am writing this just prior to the end of the
Summer Term in what has been another outstanding year for the School.
This year has seen girls join every year in the
School and next September we will have
over 180 girls in the School. This move to
co-education has gone incredibly smoothly
and both in the classroom and across a wide
range of activities boys and girls alike are
benefiting from this approach. We are
delighted that we are growing next year to
take three classes in at reception age and in
the infant school there are two year groups
where around 40% of the pupils are girls.
In writing this I also welcome the first girls to
the ON community – these are those that
finished their A Levels recently and who now
have the long wait until August for their
results. They and the boys in their year
group enjoyed a wonderful Leavers’ evening
hosted by the School and then also a
Leavers’ Ball in recent weeks and I would
like to thank all in the Class of 2017 for all
that they did to make co-education such a
success. I hope that all of them will enjoy
being part of the Nottinghamians’ network
and we hope to see many of them at the
School organised ON events in London,
Cambridge and Leeds next year.
During the course of next year we will also
be writing to all ONs with respect to the
information we hold on our database. Data
protection law is changing and we will need
to write to you to ask for your permission to
continue to write to you in the way that we
do. There will be a separate
communication about this later in the year.
Please rest assured that we take good care
of your data, all of it is held securely by the
Development Office and we are registered
with the Information Commisioners’ Office.
If you would like to let us know any

changes to your own data then please do
contact Kamala and Deborah in the
Development Office.
Since our decision to separate our ties with
the Old Nottinghamians Society we have
been planning our activity for next year. The
Society has been in contact with us with
respect to the data we hold. We have made it
clear to them that we are happy to continue
to send out mailings on their behalf but that
our understanding is that we are the data
controllers for the purposes of the Data
Protection Act. This was acknowledged in the
then President’s letter to all members of the
Society in February 2012.
The School’s position has been entirely
consistent since 2003, and on more than
one occasion, Society members were given
the ability to remove their data if they did not
wish the School to own and manage it on
their behalf. We have also made it clear that
the data is held by the Development Office
and it is for this reason that we are advised
we cannot pass it on to the Society without
risk of infringing the Act.
The School does not, and never has,
wished to enter a prolonged dispute with
the Society which will be costly to both
parties. The School considers that it owns
the database and the data contained in it,
but remains willing and able to send out
information to Old Nottinghamian Society
Members as has been the case for many
years. Notwithstanding our claim to
ownership of the data, we are also prepared
to hand over a copy of the further data we
hold in respect of Society members,
subject to their consent being obtained.

We have further offered to seek such
consent when we write to all on our
database to seek their permission for the
uses to which their data can be put
pursuant to the new regulations. This is
likely to be next term.
We are hoping that the Society will agree to
us continuing to send out information on their
behalf. In the meantime we want to
concentrate our energies on building our own
Nottinghamians’ network and ensuring that
we put on a range of events across the
country that appeal whilst continuing to send
out regular communications to let you all
know how things are going back here at the
School. Throughout the year we have hosted
several visits by ONs returning to the School.
This term three staff have retired – Martin
Smith (Head of PE and Games); Andrew
Winter – Head of Cooper’s House and
Languages teacher and Wilma Robinson –
Head of Sixth Form. All three have played
significant roles here at School and we wish
them long, happy and healthy retirements.
I hope that you all have an excellent summer
and enjoy reading this magazine wherever
you might be travelling – why not send a
photo in either to our facebook page or by
email of you reading this magazine wherever
you are in the world so we can see just how
far our news spreads?
Best Wishes,

Kevin Fear
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Junior School redevelopment
The Junior School opened in 1978 on the site of the original foundation in 1905.
The picture shows the House Captains being introduced to the Lord Lieutenant
Commander M.B.P Francklin by the Headmaster Mr W.H.C Walker. If you recognise
yourself in this photo, please let us know as we do not have any names.

The Junior School building will
have the following new facilities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A modern, multi-purpose Sports Hall
A spacious and contemporary Library
Six additional classrooms
Larger Outdoor Play Areas
An Amphitheatre for creative, outdoor lessons and play
A new Art and DT room
A bright Atrium and Exhibition Space

To view a fly-through animation of the new facilities please visit:
http://www.nottinghamhigh.co.uk/infant-and-junior-school/junior-school-extension
Part of the Junior School extension will be a walkway joining the Junior School and
Senior School together. This walkway will feature paving stones on which names can
be inscribed. In September we will be inviting parents, staff and the ON Community
the opportunity to ‘sponsor a stone’ on the new Waverley Mount Walkway.
The cost of sponsoring a stone is £250 and gifts can be made in a single amount
or pledged over one year. As well as choosing your personal inscription on the stone
you will also be able to choose where your gift is donated.
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We congratulate the School’s
new Leadership team for 2017-18;
Head Boy Harry Ashdown, Head Girl
Kathrine Shaw, Deputy Head Boy
Rohil Shah and Deputy Head Girl
Clara Sablitzky.
Were you a School Captain or Vice-Captain?
Let us know any interesting or funny stories
during your term in office.

Founder’s Day and
Cheese ‘n’ Ale Ceremony
The annual Founder’s Day Service took place on Saturday 17th June.
The sun was shining and we had a great turnout from parents and ONs.
Our visiting Preacher was Reverend Andrew
Hammond, Chaplain of King’s College,
Cambridge and ON 1972-1982. At the
traditional Cheese ‘n’ Ale Ceremony we had
for the first time two representative Scholars,
Year 7 pupils Hannah Bryce and Sam
Threlfall. Both were presented with a
Foundation Tie and a certificate which
includes the traditional groat coin. Hannah’s
father Vincent Bryce (né Smith) who is an Old
Nottinghamian also received a Foundation
Tie when he was at School from 1992-1999.

If you are in
Nottingham next year please do
attend both events on Saturday 16th
June 2018 and you will have the
chance to try some traditionally
brewed ale which is kindly donated
each year by Simon Jackson (ON
1964-1974).
Thank you to Robin Macey (ON
1972-1979) and former teacher Geri
Thomas for the photos.
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Leadership Team

06

07
SCHOOL NEWS

SCHOOL NEWS

Captain
Albert Ball
VC Memorial
Service
On Sunday the 7th May, the Albert
Ball Memorial Service took place in
the grounds of Nottingham Castle.
The event, which takes place each
year, is organised by the Royal Air
Force Association and the RAFAC
and this year marked the 100th
anniversary of his death.
Cadets from the School took part
in the parade and the Headmaster,
Kevin Fear, laid a wreath on behalf
of the School.
Afterwards guests were invited
back to the Robin Hood and
Rifles Club for a buffet and to
look at a photographic exhibition of Albert Ball
put together by Glenys Randle from the Lenton History Society.
The boards will be on display in the School later this year.

Accessing Expertise:
Offering Opportunities
For a number of years now the Music School has benefited from
generous support from ON, Nicholas McGegan (ON 1958-1968),
to support and develop the musical expertise across the High School.
That same weekend
Ian Jones (Valley Road
Groundsman) and Barry
Jones (Caretaker) went to France as guests
of the Radford Branch of the Royal Society of St George.
They went to the Collége Albert Ball where Ian was asked to
make a speech. Then they visited
Albert’s grave at the cemetery in
Annoeullin where, following a
ceremony and the Last Post, the
Royal Society of St George laid a
wreath on behalf of the School.
The atmosphere was both
humbling and moving and served
as a reminder of how young
Albert was when he died fighting
for his country.

The time Nic spent working with our musicians in the anniversary
year, the knowledge and ideas he offered us, and the thrilling
performance of Haydn’s The Creation he directed at the end of it,
led us to use his support to fund the McGegan Masterclass Series.
The idea behind this was simple: to give High School students
exceptional access to leading musicians in a variety of fields to help
them set ambitious targets and realise their own musical goals.
This year, the McGegan Series has been a particularly special one. The
first masterclass was with Julian Lloyd Webber, ‘cellist and Principal of
Birmingham Conservatoire. Julian gave a lunchtime Q & A session to a
packed Recital Hall discussing his own experiences as a musician and
offering advice to our budding performers. In the afternoon he worked
with cellists from year 3 (all dressed as Centurions for the Junior
School Roman Day) through to the Sixth Form. Later in the year, our
Jazz Musicians were offered a whole day working with the celebrated
trumpeter, Steve Waterman. As well as being one of the UK’s foremost
jazz trumpeters, Steve is Professor of Jazz Trumpet at Trinity College
of Music and teaches at the Royal Northern College of Music and the
Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama. He directed a whole day
devoted to improvisation with musicians from the school bands.

We were also able to invite back another
ON, tenor Adam Torrance (ON 1997-2004). Adam spent an afternoon
working with our students who all relished the opportunity to rehearse
with a professional singer at close quarters. In the evening he was the
soloist in a thrilling performance of Britten’s oratorio, St Nicolas, which
drew together the Senior Choirs, Orchestra and Junior School Choir.
In the Summer Term we were able to welcome the Head of Brass at
Birmingham Conservatoire, Chris Houlding, to give a lunchtime recital
and run a masterclass with our army of talented trombonists. Chris’
recital opened ears to many advanced trombone playing techniques
and wonderful lyrical brass playing. The advice he offered our brass
players later in the day was focused and invaluable.
These visits from leading musicians have a lasting impact on
our students whether they intend to be professional musicians
themselves or just enthusiastic amateurs. We are extremely grateful
to Nicholas McGegan as his support allows us to continue to offer
new generations of our students the unique inspiration that comes
from accessing experts from the musical world.
Written by Stefan Reid, Director of Music
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David Oxland Champion runner
David Oxland (ON 1959 - 1968) took up cross country and track running in his last two
years at the school but, after marriage and the birth of a daughter in 1971 followed by
him becoming a partner in a local firm of accountants in the mid-1970s, he found little
time for running until he finally joined Notts Athletic Club in his early fifties.
Despite the very late start to his club running career, David found that
he was soon winning county championships in his age group and
this persuaded him to make a return to the annual Boys-v-ONs
cross-country match in 2006, after a 35-year gap, and which to his
surprise he won and he repeated this in 2007. He is very enthusiastic
about this event and has since competed every year. In his midsixties, he can still make the top 8.

Autumn in the World Masters Athletics championships in Perth,
Australia, where he won M65 individual Silver medals at 5000m and
Cross Country and a Bronze medal at 1500m (David pictured with
the Columbian winner and Dutch Silver medallist). He also picked
up a team Gold medal at Cross Country and was persuaded to
enter the 4 by 400m relay where he ran the fastest leg for team
GB and helped them to a surprise Silver medal.

In 2008, David won a silver medal in his age group at 1500m in the
World Masters Indoors championships and he has since won a
number of medals in both European and World Championships. His
purple patch was between 2011 and 2013 when he won three
individual Gold medals in World championships and also broke the
then M60 World record for 1500m indoors, running a time of 4
minutes 35.52 seconds, faster than he ran whilst at the school!

David is always hopeful that some of his teammates from the
school Cross Country team of 1967 to 1969 will join him at the
annual ONs Cross country match.

Masters Athletics takes David and his wife Sally (NGHS 1963 to
1970) all over the world and most recently David competed last

Despite the time he needs for training and a voluntary role as
Treasurer of British Masters Athletic Federation, David still practices
part-time as a Chartered Accountant and Chartered Tax Adviser in
the firm he founded in 2008 and welcomes any contact from ONs
at david@melloroxland.co.uk

Brailsford Family Tree
When John Brailsford attended the Class of 1966 reunion, he had the opportunity to see his
entry in the Admissions Register back in 1956. As you can see John’s family connection to the
High School spans many decades and we found records for several family members.
GREAT UNCLE
Francis Leonard Robinson Brailsford
(ON 1893 - 1894)

GRANDFATHER
Horace William Brailsford
(ON Jan 1901- Christmas 1901)

FATHER
Francis Hubert Brailsford
(ON 1923 - 1929)

John Francis Brailsford
(ON 1956 - 1965)

SON
Thomas William Brailsford
(ON 1987 - 1994)

GREAT UNCLE
George Herbert Skevington Brailsford
(ON 1902 - 1904)
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Class of ‘06 Reunion
10 years after leaving School, 25 ONs from the Class of 2006 came together for a reunion at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Nottingham. It was fun evening with former Sports Coach Mr Neil Highfield
as their after dinner speaker, Stephen Dnes (ON 1999-2006) as the stand up comedy act and
former Senior Master and Teacher of English Mr Les Wilkinson performing a Bob Dylan cover.

Class of ‘66 Reunion Part 2
On the 8th April a second reunion was held for those from the Class of 1966 who could not make the
original reunion back in September last year. 19 ONs attended the lunch with the tour conducted by Geri
Thomas. As current members of the CCF were on site the ONs were able to visit the rifle range too.

1974/1975
Reunion
In March this year a group of ON’s (1964-Prep and
1967 Senior School starts) and a few partners got
together for what may become an annual event.
Although there was a common theme in that many enjoyed playing
rugby together under the inspiring coaching of Geri Thomas, the true
common ground was that they all keep in touch. In the afternoon
the group had an enjoyable time watching a six nations game,
courtesy of a public house, during which the Valley Road exploits
of those present became more embellished as time went on. The
evening and early morning were spent having dinner sharing many
memories and catching up with the last 50 years or so.

“Of course, none of us had aged during this time, nor indeed
grown up” The event, held this year in Stamford (despite
Satnav’s attempts to hide the venue), was organised by Jeremy
Dunn (ON 1964-1975) who may try and organise something
similar next year. If you are interested in attending their next
event please contact Kamala.
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Leavers’
Event 2017

Nick Armstrong
(ON 1969-1979)

On the 29th June, the annual
Year 13 Leavers’ event was held
at the School. It is always a
great opportunity for the pupils,
their parents and staff to come
together and celebrate their time
at Nottingham High School.
This year we had record numbers in attendance and
despite the weather a great time was had by all. With their
exams completed it was time to relax and reminisce with a buffet
and music and the ‘new’ ONs were each given a leaving present
of cufflinks for the boys and a charm bracelet for the girls.
In May 2016 I was lucky enough to be able to retire from a
career as a solicitor in London. Soon after, I became involved
in sponsoring a young racing driver, Billy Monger, in honour of
my late dad who died in 2015, and who’d always supported
Barnardo’s having started his life in a children’s home. Billy
became a Barnardo’s ambassador and carried the charity’s
colours on his car in the FIA British Formula 4 series. All went
well until April 2017 when, as many will have read or seen on
TV, Billy had a horrendous accident at Donington Park circuit,
which cost him both legs.
He was in the Queen’s Medical Centre for some weeks
(unwelcome coincidence with Nottingham and my dad) where I
spent a lot of time at the Monger bedside. Since then, Billy's
asked me to become his trustee, helping manage the amazing
JustGiving fund donated by the public (£825,000+ to date
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/BillyMonger).
It’s been extraordinary to witness his courage and recovery,
from early days after his initial induced coma, to outings
organised by his surgeons to the Trip to Jerusalem and for

a curry on Maid Marian
Way for his 18th
birthday less than 3
weeks later… and then
in early July when for
the first time he drove a
racing car again at Brands Hatch (just 11 weeks after the
accident) and got his racing licence back. On 17 July, a charity
pro-celebrity kart race was organised, to raise fund for the
Queen’s Medical Centre air ambulance appeal - Billy’s keen to
start doing what he can for those that saved his life, and for
others who suffer life-changing injuries.
Another link with Nottingham - I still have some of my NHS
exercise books from the 1970s, in the margins of which at odd
moments, I doodled race-helmet designs… paving the way for
last winter, when Billy and I co-designed his 2017 race-helmet,
which with hashtag #BillyWhizz has become an international icon
since his accident (all the Formula1 cars and drivers carried it at
the Russian Grand Prix, in support of Billy). Lucky I got in plenty
of practice during double history back at the High School….
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Peter Horton
(ON 2006-2013)
My first two years of studying European Studies
and Spanish at the University of Leeds flew by,
not least due to the countless parties; however,
I did manage to average a 2:1 after second year
and secure a work placement for my year abroad.
In my third year I spent 10 months living abroad in Cádiz (southern Spain), sharing a
flat with three Spanish students was difficult but I feel I have benefitted greatly from
the arrangement. Whilst there I was employed as a marketing intern for an international
language school. I was tasked with a wide variety of challenges; however, my most
memorable was being trusted to go out into the town alone and meet with local business
owners to negotiate offers and deals for the students that went to our school. My
language skills have definitely benefited enormously from the time I have spent
abroad, and I have confidently obtained persistently good grades this year.
This year I have settled down and worked a lot harder. I have regularly been going to
the library for revision throughout the year and this has reflected in my grades,
averaging a first for the year. I am particularly proud of a report I wrote
for my ‘Britain and the EU’ politics report, we were asked to
commentate on how parliament are able to scrutinise the
upcoming BREXIT negotiations. The House of Lords
recognised this report and so I was invited down with
my lecturer to meet Lord Boswell and discuss my
paper with the Lords EU Select Committee. This
was a terribly daunting experience, being in a
committee room surrounded by Lords,
Baronesses, and EU experts; however, I got an
adrenaline rush off the experience spending the
afternoon discussing the implications of Brexit
on the UK economy.
I have also managed to secure a graduate
job with Deloitte in their Audit and Advisory
service line in Manchester. I am very
excited by this prospect as I am able to
utilise my language skills in my work via
the international placements.

ON John Blasdale’s Musical Elegy
In 1967 John Blasdale (ON 1948-1956) started working in Lucerne, Switzerland, with a
US pharmaceutical company, and moved to its main offices in New Jersey USA in 1984.
A few years after retiring he started studying towards Christian
Ministry, and then led Christian Services at a Retirement
Community for seven years. In his retirement he has continued to
develop his musical giftings (he was known as a Classical Pianist
at school), and gave his New York [City] Recital Debut on June 21
2016. His hour-long program included Beethoven’s last Piano
Sonata (C Minor, Op. 111), the intense Intermezzo in E Flat Minor
op. 118 no. 6 by Brahms, and his own Elegy in E Minor.
“I am a scientist by training, but have been composing for a few
years now, and even took a class in composition in the Evening

Division of the Juilliard School in New York City. All my output is
essentially classical; my piano teacher has told me that my ‘Elegy’,
sounds like Brahms. Many people who have heard it have
commented on how beautiful it is.
I originally composed the Elegy as a short piano piece (5-6
minutes), but realised before I finished it that it would sound far
better if arranged for String Quartet [SQ4]. I have performed the
piano version three times in New Jersey and once in New York
and am currently trying to arrange for the School’s ‘Villiers Quartet’
to give a performance”

We would really like to hear about what you are doing now, even if it is just a short email to
let us know if you have changed jobs or have married. We would like to start new section in the next ON Magazine.

20

21
EVENTS CALENDAR

EVENTS CALENDAR

Forthcoming events
CLASS OF 1977 REUNION
Saturday 16th September 2017 (evening)
Nottingham High School
For more information see the Facebook page
“Nottingham High School – Class of ‘77”
or email Jeremy Roebuck
at Jeremy@theroebucks.co.uk

LONDON DINNER
Thursday 2nd November 2017
Lansdowne Club, Mayfair, London
Join us for our annual London Dinner. All ONs and their
guests are welcome. Black Tie
Please contact Kamala Newton for further information.
T: 0115 8452285 E: newton.ka@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

NOTTINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL
BUSINESS CLUB
October (Half Term) 2017, 9-11am
Nottingham High School
For further information, please contact:
Amy Taylor, Head of Marketing and Admissions
T: 0115 845 2266 E: taylor.ac@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

NORTHERN DRINKS

CAROL SERVICE

For those of you in the northern region it will be great
to see you at this informal event.
Leeds - October 2017
Venue and date TBC

Tuesday 19th December
St Mary’s Church, Lace Market, Nottingham

Please contact Kamala Newton for further information.
T: 0115 8452285 E: newton.ka@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, followed by
seasonal refreshments.
Please contact Kamala Newton for further information.
T: 0115 8452285 E: newton.ka@nottinghamhigh.co.uk
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Former Headmaster Chris Parker, CBE
answers our questions and gives us an insight
into his time at Nottingham High School
How long did you
work at the school?
From 1995 until 2007
What was your
job title?
Headmaster
What did you
actually do?
Perhaps you need to
ask the staff as their
opinion might be
different!
With the invaluable
support of an
excellent Senior
Management Team and inspirational staff I was able to foster
a true TEAM (Together Everyone Achieves More) approach to
develop the School environment in every respect - Academic/
Spiritual: the establishing of Philosophy, Psychology and Spanish
Departments. Also the new Learning Support Department and
the integration of a Year Support system to coexist with the
existing vertical Tutor Group system and thus provide a fully
caring support network for all pupils.
Physical: new buildings, including the Music School, the Art
Department and all the plans for the West Quad development.
Also, and equally important, the redevelopment of existing
facilities such as the refurbishment/extension of the Valley

Road Pavilion, the complete refurbishment of the Founder Hall
and Swimming Pool, the purchase and development of Riste’s
garage to accommodate the School Maintenance and Canoe
Store, which then enabled the development of the Finance and
Estates Offices at the North Entrance which, in turn, released
classrooms to enable the Library to be extended with a Junior
Library. Redevelopments in the Junior School and the purchase
of Lovell House.
Fundraising both for building development and also for the
School Bursary Scheme. On top of this I was able to represent
the School in Nottingham City as both a Governor of Nottingham
University and also Governor/Chairman of the Employment
Committee at Nottingham Trent University.
Also, nationally as an advisor to, firstly, the Conservative
Government as Chairman of the Government Assisted
Places Committee and, subsequently, the Labour Government,
as Chairman of the Advisory Group on Independent/State
School Partnerships.

What do you do now?
In retirement, we are fortunate to live in one of the most
beautiful parts of the country. We spend a great deal of time
walking or bike riding on both the North and East Norfolk
coasts as we also have done in the south of France. We are
members of the Norfolk Wildlife Trust, Cley Bird Club, the
Friends of Horsey Seals and I spend a lot of time with wildlife
photography both here and abroad. We also have time now to
enjoy our family and six grandchildren.

What was your favourite part of the job?
The people – giving both the pupils and all of the staff (both
academic and support) the support that their efforts deserved.

What or who would you put into Room 101?
There are two possibilities: Either the infamous Norfolk “Flat
Hat” drivers who genuinely believe that the sound barrier is
reached at just over 20 mph! They will never overtake nor allow
anyone else to do so.

Tell us about your best moment at school
Far too many to mention, but all involved in celebrating the
incredible level of individual and group successes achieved by
members of the School over a twelve-year period. Being able
to celebrate with them was a real privilege.

The strong alternative is myself – as my wife tells me I grow
more intolerant as the years go by!
What is your favourite food?
Steak au poivre or rib of beef. Also, Fish and Chips – best eaten
on the Quay at Wells-next-Sea on a sunny day after a long walk
along the coast!

What is your favourite holiday destination?
It is impossible to pick a favourite as they have all been
wonderful. We love the south of France on the coast near the
Pyrenees where we had a house for the last 14 years which we
have just sold . We also have loved longer trips over the last 9
years which have included: New Zealand, safari in Tanzania,
Vietnam-Laos-Cambodia, Kerala, Costa Rica , in June last year,
the Canadian Rockies and Alaska, and this year the northern
lights in Iceland. We have recently embarked upon the new
adventure of a motorhome!
What was your most embarrassing moment at school?
Tripping on the steps up to the stage and falling flat in the
Player Hall at the beginning of morning assembly – it wasn’t
so much embarrassing as funny. There was a moment of
pin-dropping quiet until the boys confirmed I was OK, quickly
followed by laughter with which I, wholeheartedly, joined in!
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During the summer of 1948 a letter arrived explaining that
it was obligatory for boys attending the School to wear
the school uniform when travelling to and from school
and participating in any school activity.
The letter listed precisely which clothes I would need and the
two shops that were authorized to sell them. Shortly afterwards
mother and father and I took a trip to Griffin and Spalding, at
that time Nottingham’s leading Department store. We found the
school outfitters section tucked away in a very low traffic area
of the store.
Displayed there
were the crests
of the schools
that G & S were
authorized to
supply. Sure
enough the High
School’s three
black birds in
Dame Agnes
as you view the photo.
white lozenge
Back row in front of the left window
were there
and an elderly gentleman beamed at us when father said, “My
son is a new boy at NHS. We have to outfit him”. At this the
old man loaded us up with 2 gray flannel shirts, one black and
white striped junior school tie (which I still have), one pair gray
woollen shorts, one black blazer with school crest on pocket,
one black woollen cap ditto, one black and white rugby jersey,
one white rugby jersey, one pair of black wool rugby shorts, one
pair black cotton PT shorts, one black and white school scarf
with house color (mine was blue) and two pairs of calf length
gray socks with black and white stripes round the tops. And as
if this were not expense enough the old rogue talked mum and
dad into buying a gray flannel suit with short pants and a tailored
jacket for special occasions such as speech day and Founder’s
Day. I believe I wore it 4 times before I moved into long trousers.
Poor father blanched when the salesman wrote out the bill. It

consumed most of the fee he
had received from being the
executor of his Uncle Will’s
modest estate - a cramped
Victorian townhouse in
Belgrave Street, Derby.
I felt very self conscious in
I’m in the back row beh
ind Mr Smetham
and on the man in unif
my brand new school
orm’s left.
uniform as I walked down
Manor Road to catch the bus to Nottingham to begin my first
day at school. It was highly regarded because you had to be
bright to be accepted and the fees were high. As soon as I
reached the bus stop and saw two other boys wearing the same
uniform as I was I felt more at ease. When the bus arrived we
all rushed upstairs because children did not have to stand up
and offer their seat to an adult if they were upstairs because
standing was not permitted on the upper deck. The downside
was that smoking was permitted only on the upper deck which,
on rainy days when the windows were shut tight, became a toxic
chamber of second-hand smoke. At the time no one was aware
how bad exhaled tobacco smoke was for non-smokers
Two boys from Ockbrook who were in the same year as I had
been in the School Preparatory Department since they were 8
and they gave me a bad time for a week or two. Fortunately there
were two older boys also living at Ockbrook who were prefects
and instructed my tormenters to stop teasing me on the bus. One
of these contemporaries eventually became School Captain and
Captain of Maples house. I became Captain of Coopers.

Each morning the whole school excluding the Preparatory
Dept. (8 –10year olds) assembled in the Player Hall. Each
class occupied three assigned rows of ten chairs and the form
master sat in the side aisle beside his form. At the far end was
a raised stage with massive green velvet curtains. Emblazoned
on the pelmet in the center was the School’s crest – three
blackbirds in a white lozenge bordered in black and under it the
motto “Lauda Finem 1513”.
On the stage,
beneath the school
crest was a large
oak table with a
high-backed chair
upholstered in
red leather. On
either side of the
table were smaller
oak chairs also
the photo
view
you
as
left
upholstered in
from
third
row,
Back
red leather. In
front of the right hand chair was a lectern and on it a bible.
Beside the steps at the right side of the stage was the console
for the organ whose pipes were at the other end of the hall
surrounding the choir loft above the vestibule through which
you entered the body of the hall.
Forms began to assemble shortly after 9:00 a.m. The prefect
assigned to read the daily lesson sat in the chair behind the
lectern. Promptly at 9:15 a.m. the Headmaster strode into the
Hall wearing his MA gown and carrying his mortarboard, hymn
book and notes. At this the prefect stood up. This was the sign
for everyone to stand while the headmaster Mr. C.L.Reynolds,
MA Cantab. strode down the side aisle, climbed the steps to
the stage and took up his position behind the table facing the
assembled boys and their form masters, also wearing their
academic gowns.
He then announced the number of the hymn, which the music
director, Mr. W.V. Todd or the organ scholar then played on the
organ. The entire school sang the hymn in unison reading from
the hymn book for schools that each boy had to purchase and
bring to assembly. At the end of the hymn when all were seated,
the prefect stepped forward to the lectern and read the lesson
for the day. Then all stood while Mr. Reynolds, who was a devout
Methodist, read appropriate prayers for the day. After that
the handful of boys who were excused attending the morning
assembly on religious grounds joined their respective classes.
Mr. Reynolds then read out the daily announcements. No dialog

was allowed. He then put on his mortarboard, which was the
signal for the prefect and everyone else to stand up while he
walked imperiously out of the hall his gown billowing out behind
him. Each form then
returned to their form
room to collect the
books that they would
need for their first
three classes.
Classes were only
held on Monday and
Friday afternoons.
Tuesday afternoon
was reserved for
1955 Rugby - I’m the one holding
the ball!
mandatory sport,
Wednesday afternoon
was for military training (almost everyone joined the school
cadet force), Thursday afternoon was free unless you were
selected for inter house sports which almost everyone had to
play. There were four classes on Saturday mornings so you
could go home at 12:30 unless you played for a school team
that competed against other schools. I played rugby in the
winter and rowed in the summer. The other sports that the
school played were cricket, tennis and athletics.
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When we reached 17 and were preparing for the advanced
level of the School Certificate those of us who were doing
chemistry needed to prepare for the practical exam. Volumetric
analysis was a key part of that exam but the school timetable
did not allow for sufficient practice. So we stayed later on
Monday nights to develop our titration technique especially
with burettes and pipettes. This dovetailed nicely with the
Monday evening ballroom dancing classes that began at 6:00
p.m. In those days ballroom dancing was a necessary social
accomplishment even if, like us, you only learned the waltz,
quickstep and foxtrot.

We had joint functions
with the Nottingham
Girls High School,
which was a
separate foundation
but conveniently
situated just across
Arboretum Street
from ours. The girls
had a private back
gate that gave
them access to the
Arboretum Park. We
On Tuesdays if the playing fields were frozen and too
could go in through
dangerous for rugby or if we had colds we had to
the public gate and
run the cross country course through dreary suburbs
the more precocious
and then past derelict coal mines and other decaying
- I’m receiving the trophy.
boys and girls
Cup
n
natio
Coro
eth
Elizab
n
relics of the early industrial era. It was miserable at
Quee
would meet in the
best, especially on wet days but the thought of a hot
secluded
Chinese
Bell
Garden
at
lunchtimes
to
talk. Of course
shower at the end kept us going. The journey home involved
this
led
to
a
good
deal
of
teasing
from
colleagues
who were less
a three mile municipal bus ride into town, a ten minute walk
successful at attracting the sought-after girls.
across downtown Nottingham to the bus station from where

The classes were held in the girls’ gym with their two gym
mistresses demonstrating the steps to the accompaniment of
a record played on an old phonograph.
Then one of the mistresses would take
the boys and demonstrate the steps we
had to learn while the other mistress
did the same with the girls. Then
automatically all the boys retreated to
one side of the gym and all the girls
to the other. The instructors then
said “Now boys, choose a partner”
whereupon the boys surged across
the room each trying to get close to
the most attractive girls who were
of course snapped up first. Once
we had found a partner the mistresses came round and
checked our position. Most couples were standing too far
apart. Then the scratchy old gramophone started to play and
we had to dance. When the music stopped we could not wait
to retreat to the security of our colleagues on our respective
sides of the room. Then the command came again, “Now
boys, choose a different partner this time” and the same music
and embarrassment started all over again. On the flip side, if
circumstances required you to dance twice with the same girl
in a single evening this was perceived to be a budding romance
and opened you to all kinds of teasing from your friends.

the public buses for Derby and the west left and then a 40
minute ride to our village. The first 30 minutes were through
suburban sprawl but at Risley, the bus emerged into gently
rolling farmland with dairy cows and hayfields, hedgerows and
Oak trees – no row crops.
Sometimes we fell asleep along this stretch but fortunately
there was a bump where the road crossed the Ock brook at
Barron’s Nursery. It was a godsend that always woke us up in
time to get off at our village. We rarely got home before 5:45
p.m. And after getting home we were expected to do three
hours homework each night. Fortunately the long bus ride gave
us 40 minutes next morning to catch up on math problems or
French and Latin vocabulary.

The Music Director recognized this need and offered voluntary,
after-school classes for the choirs of both schools to practice
together. The pieces were light hearted and fun. I still remember
choruses from Iolanthe and the Pirates of Penzance. The girls
came over to our school and trooped into the music room,
their azure blue overcoats a striking contrast to our black and
grey uniforms. We stared at them which they of course tried
to ignore but everything calmed down after we started to sing
together and Mr. Todd addressed them just as he did us, as if
gender made no difference which was for me a novel idea.

Sgt. Maj. Fell maintained discipline in the gym class with a
tennis shoe which could really sting through our thin shorts.
Discipline outside the school was largely in the hands of the
Prefects. These were senior boys whom the teachers judged
to be of good character and had leadership qualities. To my
surprise I was made a prefect the first year I was eligible - my
second year in the sixth form. Prefects wore caps with black
and white tassels and a silver cap badge. But as they were
always six formers, they were not obliged to wear caps when
travelling to and from school. If any member of the Sixth form

saw a boy misbehaving on his way to or from school, such as
eating an ice-cream in public or not wearing his cap, he was
required to take the boy’s name and write it in a book. This
book was kept at the foot of the stairway to the Prefects room
in the tower. Each Friday morning the prefects held a court and
could summon from their classes those boys whose names had
been noted in the Book to answer the charges against them.
One prefect presided and was assisted by four others. All had
to agree on the punishment awarded and the presiding prefect
had to write formal notes of each case in a ledger. Usually the
punishment was to write out the relevant school rule 50 or 100
or even 200 times. For repeat offenders the court could award
up to three strokes with a cane about 30 inches long. Corporal
punishment was not immediate; the boy was allowed three
days to appeal to the headmaster if he felt
it was unjust. Few did because the head
could give up to 6 strokes himself and
did if he considered the appeal frivolous.
The Prefects administered uncontested
beats themselves, some enthusiastically,
others less so, but you could not shirk
this responsibility. Each prefect had
himself received an inaugural beat on his
appointment as a prefect so that knew
what one felt like. The School discontinued
corporal punishment in the1980s.
The chance to attend NHS completely
changed the prospects for my life. Not only did it provide an
excellent education but opened a vast new world of exciting
opportunities soon to be within my reach.
Both the staff and the senior boys were our role models and we
were encouraged to compete not only in schoolwork but also in
sport. The masters coached us and I represented the school in
rowing and rugby. Others organized field trips and for linguists
exchange visits with boys from Annecy, France. My horizons
broadened immensely and my confidence grew.
Because there was so much expected of us, we learned to use
our time effectively. That helped me get into Cambridge which
was another horizon expander. But without the years at NHS
I would never have had that opportunity. At school I learned
that to succeed you need not only knowledge but also integrity,
perseverance and the desire to do everything that you attempt
as well as it can be done.
Written by Mr J W G Brown (ON 1948-1955)
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Each school had its own distinctive and easily recognizable
uniform so if you misbehaved adult passengers could report you
to your school principal – a very serious matter. So in general we
did not fraternize with students from other schools, even from the
girls schools. At 11 or 12 it was sissy for boys to talk to girls whom
we could not understand and did not trust anyway. Girls were
unpredictable and could not keep secrets. Fee paying schools
were generally not co-ed in those times so we were desperately
shy and awkward in high school especially during the first four
years. After we reached the age of 16, the schools made some
effort to allow boys and girls to begin to interact socially.
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My time at Nottingham High School,
from 1951 to 1960, by J. A. Dixon, ON
At the start of my school journey, I originally, unsuccessfully,
sat the Prep School entrance examination In 1950, when I was
only 7 years old, but luckily managed to pass ok a year later!
My Dad was a pharmacist in Beeston, where he ran his own
chemist shop with my Mum, following our move to Nottingham
from Scunthorpe after WW2, when I was 4 years old.
He had arranged that I would have a lift with another 1951
starter, Nicholas Rushton, who also lived nearby in Beeston –
and whose father actually owned a car, a black Wolsely
4/44, reg. HEH 421!
We thus arrived together at Waverley Mount in early September
1951, one morning, in our brand new NHS uniforms and carefully
guarded satchels, to be greeted by the wonderful Prep School

headmaster, Mr. J.F Allen and introduced to our new 1CG
form-mistress Miss N.K. Reynolds, whom I later discovered
was, I believe, the sister of the then ‘Pooh’ – the nickname
given to the main school head, Mr. C.L Reynolds, who was
often seen walking about in robes and mortarboard!
After that it was a case of being introduced to the other
pupils, together with some of the customs and life in the Prep
School. I fondly remember Miss Reynolds ‘Handwork’ lessons,
consisting of making, among other things, felt pincushions, in
addition to many other things, including Nature Study periods
- collecting and sticking wild flowers into an exercise book for
cataloguing and naming! I still have that exercise book!

I was later to ‘reside’ in Miss D.E. Baker’s 1B1 in 1952 and Mr
R.W. Horner’s 1A1 in 1953, where I took the infamous ’11 Plus’
scholarship exam, only to fail to achieve the required marks to
continue at NHS via a ‘free’ entry, meaning my poor Dad had to
continue to pay for my existence at NHS by paying the fees, but
for which I will be eternally grateful!
Whilst in 1A1, I played for the Prep School 1st elevens at both
soccer and cricket, with much coaching and encouragement
from both Mr W.H.M. Walker and ‘Clinger’ Mr. J.P. Leach, both of
whom I remember with great fondness, as also I remember John
Allen, in my opinion both a great man - as well as teacher!

My only other achievement in the Prep was to win the 1953 Art
Prize and was presented with my prize at School Speech Day
at the Albert Hall, by Sir Stanley Rous, the then President of the
English F.A. I was also made captain of Trease’s House!
At break times we used to frequent the School tuck shop, at
the far end of the playground, just up from the old Fives court
(now demolished) and rifle shooting range. My favourites were
the good old ‘sticky’ buns and also iced buns, similar to ‘Sally
Lunn’s’, as per Tom Brown’s Schooldays!
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When I went into the ‘Main’ School in 1954, I was put into
Ted Kettel’s form 2K.
Whilst in 2K we won the annual ‘Form Play
Prize’, with our rendition of ‘Maripoza Bung’
where I played Captain Bung, Maripoza’s
father – and I also played for the under 12
cricket and rugby teams.
I remember catching the Corporation bus to the
School playing fields at Valley Road from the
end of Forest Road , just round the corner on
Mansfield Road. All these buses emanated from
Trinity Square, now occupied by totally different
pursuits, e.g. The Harvester Restaurant!
My next form, in 1955, was to be 3L, I believe
the form master was Mr. J. L. Hodgkins?
Whilst in 3L, I played for the under 13 cricket and rugby teams.
I next progressed into Upper 4C, I think it was under ‘Slash’
Pitts, who was also a scoutmaster alongside ‘Collie-B’ –
Mr. E.F. Collander-Brown, having decided to join the School
troup from my previous one, the 3/47th Lenton Abbey cubs
AND scouts!
My next form was to be Lower 5G, under EITHER Dr. Thimann
OR Collie-B, can’t remember!
Whilst in Lower 5G, I also joined the CCF Army Section,
obtaining my ‘Marksman’ shooting badge to proudly wear on my
Army jacket sleeve! I was also drafted into the School Shooting
Team, with Mr. G.R. Bliss, yet another true stalwart of my life at
NHS! I was chosen to go to Bisley with the rifle team for the first
time that year! I also entered the School Tennis Tournament, only
to lose in the Final to a fellow White’s House member, George
Hill, played on the School grass court lawns in front of the
School close to the Albert Ball Memorial statue, in front of quite
a large crowd!
By now, I was also playing for a ‘rebel’ soccer team, Kingswood
Methodists (Wollaton), with a whole host of School ‘rebels’,
including Dick Lovell, Rob Spray, Graham Machin, Mick Hutson,
Charlie Graham, Rob Wilson, Keith Richardson and Alan Scott,
many of whom ended up being School Prefects!

My next form, in 1958, was Upper 5G, where, I THINK the form
master was Mr. J. Walker?
I was successful in obtaining five G.C.E. ‘O’ Level subjects,
was a member of the First School Shooting Team, being
awarded 2nd team colours
in both teams, the School
Tennis Team ‘mentor’ being
the much revered ‘OHL’- Mr.
Oswald Lush, who also
took French lessons!
My final year at NHS was
spent in 6 Economics,
under ‘Stan’ Thompson,
where I was immediately
made a ‘Privileged’
Sixth Former, or Deputy,
awarded both 1st Team
Tennis and Shooting Team
colours to proudly wear
on my School blazer! I went to Bisley for the third year running
and was also made up to Army CCF Sergeant, for my ‘sins’!
We won the ‘Country Life’ and ‘Astor Cup’ shooting cups – the
School thus being by now one of the top school shooting
teams in the whole country!
I remember fellow team member Robin Torrance and me
singing in harmony (so I BELIEVE!) at night to the Everly
Brothers ‘All I Have to do is Dream’!
Form 6 Economics was also famous (or maybe ‘infamous’ ) for
it’s promotion of the very popular game of ‘shove ha’penny’,
usually played with gusto during the lunch break!
At this time, I was also made White’s House Captain – and in
addition the House Tennis Captain.
Ken Imeson (headmaster) advised my Dad to take me out of
School in 1960 to get into the ‘real’ world, yet I still achieved Art
GCE ‘A’ Level – as well as GCE ‘AO’ Level in Economics and
Politics in this, my final year at the best school in the UK.
Finally, I commenced work at Boots on Station Street in
September 1960, at which time I commenced my life in the
‘real’ world!
Jim Dixon ON 1951-1960
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We also gained much pleasure from creating slides in the
playground on cold frosty days, although this certainly added
to the cost of our poor footwear!
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In Memoriam
It is with sadness that we note the
passing of the following members of the
Nottingham High School community.
Mr David Boulton (ON 1976 – 1983)

Mr Keith Richardson (ON 1950 – 1961)

Mr Graham Bradbury (ON 1958 – 1968)

Mr Michael Roe (ON 1956 – 1966)

Mr Kevin Healy (Bala member of Staff)

Mr Nicholas Sands (ON 1957 – 1960)

Reverend Geoffrey Hinton (ON 1944 – 1953)

Mr Mark Shaw (ON 1973 – 1983)

Dr Leonard Irving (ON 1953 – 1957)

Mr Richard Towndrow (ON 1945 – 1952)

Dr Leonard Liebling (ON 1953 – 1957)

Mr Ivan Turner (ON 1930 – 1938)

Mr John Lucy (ON 1948 – 1954)

Mr Christopher Wharton (ON 1942 – 1951)

Mr John Newsome (ON 1934 – 1944)

Mr Herbert Whittaker (ON 1935 – 1942)

Mr Richard Nunn (ON 1947 – 1956)

Mr Frederick Williamson (ON 1938 – 1945)

Bill Woodward (ON 1950 – 1959)
Having been called to the Bar by
Inner Temple in 1963, Bill took
up practice at 24, The Ropewalk
where he remained throughout his
career. He took silk in 1985 and
was the Head of Chambers during
a critical period of expansion in the
late 1980s and 1990s following the
elevation of Brian Appleby QC to
the Circuit Bench.
Bill was one of the giants of
the Nottingham Bar and appeared in a number of leading cases in the field
of personal injury and, particularly, occupational disease law. He was a
compassionate and fierce advocate, tireless in pursuit of his clients’ causes
and rightly considered a formidable opponent by any of his many friends at the
Bar. He was a Bencher of the Inner Temple and, with others, was responsible
for the development of Ropewalk Chambers from a multi-disciplinary provincial
common law set into the specialised and nationally regarded civil set it has
become. Bill retired in 2010.

Rolf Noskwith (ON 1932-1938)

Glyn Owens (ON 1956 – 1964)

Rolf Noskwith passed away on the 3rd January 2017.
Aged 97 he was the last of the leading Bletchley Park
codebreakers who worked on the German Enigma
ciphers. Rolf was born on June 19 1917 in the
German city of Chemnitz.
In 1932 the family moved to Britain and his father set
up the textile factory Charnos in Ilkeston, Derbyshire.
During his time at Nottingham High School, Rolf was a
member of White’s House. He played rugby, rowed
and was a member of the Dramatic Society, Stamp
Club and Chess Club. His tutor noted him as
being ‘brilliant and hard-working’. After leaving
Nottingham he read mathematics at Trinity
College, Cambridge.
Photograph taken by Andrew McCarthy
(ON 1968 - 1978).

Sir Douglas Wass
(ON 1934-1941)
Sir Douglas Wass passed away on
the Wednesday 4th January 2017.
Aged 93 he was Permanent Secretary
at the Treasury between 1974 and 1983.
During his time at Nottingham High
School he was a member of the OTC,
played cricket and rugby and was
captain of Tennis. In 1940 he was
a School Prefect.
After leaving Nottingham he read
mathematics at St John’s College,
Cambridge. Sir Douglas was
appointed CB in 1971, KCB in
1975 and GCB in 1980.

Paula Hammond
(Former Governor)
Paula was a Governor of the School for
many, many years. She played an integral
role in the initial decision for the School
to start Lovell House and was always a
strong advocate of the School in so many
ways. She was a member of the School
Committee of the Governors for many years
and supported the Infant and Junior School.
Whilst she stood down as a Governor in
the past couple of years, she continued to
attend many school events. She was such
a strong supporter of the High School as
well as a prominent local magistrate and
will be sorely missed by those privileged
to have known her.
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Contacts, News,
Events, Advice.
Just a few good reasons to stay in touch and reconnect
with your friends and colleagues from all over the world.

The Development Team www.oldnottinghamians.co.uk
facebook.com/Nottinghamians
@Nottinghamians
Nottingham High School
E development@nottinghamhigh.co.uk T 0115 845 2208

